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cotiiiiiissiirii's, or wlii'lht'i- \w tirst suf^ffostoi I liu^ muvurm-nt, is not •Iciir.

I)iil ill till! nmiitli of Ai>ril, 17!t7. Oclilcrloiiy pri'sciilfd to Went worth liin

Hclii'iiic lor ('iiiT)oilyiii/^ tlio Maroons as u ri'ifiim'iit, liiiiisclf to lie coloiiol,

to be traiisCorrcMl to tin- ('a|ti' of (food Jlopo. Tlio plan was not rogarded

in u lavounilili' linlil liy Wt^ntvvortli, ulio rfprcscntcd lo tins Socrotury of

Stilt'- ilial the ri'i;-iiiii'Ml uniild lie micumlx'rfd witli a Iraiii of woiiioii and

cliildrcii doulili' tin- imiiilu'r of tlit^ nicii, and to turn sudi a liody of men

looso at tlio Cape wit li arms in tiicir liaiids would lie dani^erous lo the

community. The safest place for lliom, he maintained, was Xova Heotia,

where they coiild do no mischief nor mix with jvople who could corrupt

them. He char^fcd Ociitcrlony with licinjf actuated hy interested motives,

hoping to make a fortune as colonel. Tia- .scheme was dofetitcd. and

Octherlony was dismissed from his otliee, on tlu* charge of causing seri-

ous losses to .lamaica h}' his mismanagement. The Maroons were then

2)laced in chai'ge of (/'a[it. Howe, under whom they are rejiorted to have

mudo sutisfaclory progress, hut that they made any real jirogress is

exceedingly doiihtful, for although a favourable re|»on is made of the

eiiiidren at school, the men, it is complained, would do no work, liojiing

to be kept in idleness, a fact not to bo wondered at, considering that

whilst in .Jamaica they did absolutely nothing but amuse themselves.

The number who left .ramaica and landeil at Halifax is nowhere

clearly stated. ••About " (iOO are said to have been on board the trans-

ports on leaving I'ort K'oyal, but this can have been only an approximate

estimate. The first enumeration reported i.s that made by the surgeon,

Oxiey, on 1st July. 17117, who yives the total as 521), increased 1st August

to 532, and on 1s^ September to Siii, both increases being due to births.

But that these iiuist h),\'e been more numerous seems evident, as one death

is nnied and there were probably more, so that there must have been

births to countcrbulance the losses by death.

Hariy in 17'.II> Wentworth coini>lained of intrigues to foment discon-

tent among the .>[arooiis. who but tor these would have been hapjiy and

contentetl, yet in the same desjiatch he reports tint they are determined

to get back to Jamaica— two statements which it is not easy to reconcile.

In 17!tt!. before the Maroons had been sent to Nova Scotia, a corre-

spondence had bi'i'i. opuricd by the Secretary of State with the African

Com])any on a proposal to send them co Sierni Leone. But the experi-

ence of the company with the negroes who had fled from the Ignited

States during the war ending in 1783 and taken refuge in Nova Scotia,

from wffich they were removed in 1792, led the directors to i-efuse to

entertain the idea of dealing with another body of negroes who.se reputa-

tion could not be held to warrant such a step. The conduct of the tiret

body of negroes hatl been turbulent and mutinous, causing great anxiety

and expense to the company, and not unnaturally the directors dreaded

that the Maroons would make common cause with their brethren in


