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has been long enough. I feel that the indica-
tions given in this matter by senators who
have participated in this debate suggest to me
that there is overwhelming support for this
measure. There have been ten speeches made
and seven of the speakers have given
unqualified approval to the principle of the
bill and have indicated that they would vote
for it; the eighth gave a qualified approval,
but said be was in favour of the principle;
and the otber two senators opposed it.

My training in the democratic process is
relatively simple. It is this: once a delibera-
tive assembly such as this bas taken weeks,
indeed months, to discuss a question of
importance, it behooves that body then to
make a decision. The worst that can happen
to, the Senate is either for the Leader of the
Governiment himself on bis own behaif, or for
some other honourable senator tbrougb the
initiative of the Leader of the Governiment, to
bring about a protracted adjournment over
long periods of time so that the Senate is
unable to reach a decision. Now the Leader of
the Goverment is in a position to speak
officially for tbe Government, and obviously j
am in no position to speak for the Govern-
ment. But I bave taken the trouble to discuss
tbis question, and to, discuss the question of
the Senate generally with members of Parlia-
ment in private and with some of the honour-
able leaders' colleagues in tbe cabinet. I
have the very distinct impression that they
would like to see us do some tbings in this
chamber, and 1 feel tbat this is one that they
would be very happy if we were to, express
an opinion on. I know they are considering it
in the other place. I believe that if the Senate
passes this measures it will be an indication
to tbe Parliament of Canada that the Senate
itself is prepared to take this important step
forward.

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, at this time I
would ask you with great respect to cail for
the contents and non-contents.

The Hon. the Speaker: It is moved by
bonourable Senator Argue, seconded by
honourable Senator Croil, that this bull be
now read a second time. Is it your pleasure,
bonourable senators, to adopt the motion?

Motion agreed to and bill read second Urne.

The Hlon. the Speaker: Wben shail this bill
be read the third time?

Hon. Mr. Martin: Next sitting.
Motion agreed to.
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CRIMINAL CODE
BILL TO AMZND-SFCOND READING

Hon. Louis de G. Giguêre moved the second
reading of Bull C-197, to amend the Criminal
Code.

He said: Honourable senators, Bill C-197 is
a comparatively simple and short bill wbicb
would amend section 177 of the Crimninal
Code, providing for the addition of a new
section 177(a)(1) reading as follows:

Every one wbo places or off ers or
agrees to place a bet on bebaif of an-
other person for a consideration paid or
to be paid by or on behalf of that other
person...

The purpose of the proposed amendnient is
to make it unlawful for a person to place or
agree to, place a bet on behaîf of another
person for a consideration, and it is particu-
larly directed to prevent; betting on borse
races by making off-track betting facilities
illegal.

Honourable senators, may I outline briefly
why the Government feit justifled in intro-
ducing tbis bill. Prior to, 1967 it was general-
ly believed and comrnonly accepted that it
was unlawful to carry on an off-track mes-
senger service or an off-track pari-mutuel
service, In July 1967 Mr. Robert Grubi of
Welland, feeling that the Criminal Code did
not prohibit an off-track messenger service,
decided to operate such a service. He was
cbarged with bookmaking and acquitted at
trial. The Crown appealed to the Ontario
Court of Appeal and the appeal was dis-
missed. In due course, the Attorney General
of Ontario asked for leave to appeal to, the
Supreme Court of Canada, but such leave
was denied. The purpose of this legislation is
to overcome the consequences of the Gruhl
judgment and to bring the law into 15ne with
wbat it was prior to tbis case coming before
the courts. The amendrnent wrnl surely bave
the eff ect of clarifying the situation.

Honourable senators will be interested to
know that ahl the provincial attorneys general
are unanimous in supporting the proposed
amendment wbich will ban off-track betting.
This is a good example of the excellent co-
operation that can be achieved between the
provinces and the federal Governinent.

The views of the attorneys general are per-
tinent and relevant in view of the fact that
they are charged with the responsibility of
enforcing tbe provisions of the Criminal Code
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