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many calamities of the war, they had to
eome extent lost. The presenitation of t~he
present proiblem, ini addition to the many
problems witbh which, the Government has
already grappled lu this cennection, will
be' a malter of very great intexes.t.
This problem is one which must
neecessarily tommand the attention of
the Goverument, snd I hope some way
may be found of meeting the views
which have been expre:ssed so ably by my
honourable friend from Alma. It is need-
less to say that the committee for whieh
my honourable friend has, moved will have
a very important subject to deal with, sud
I arn sure that it will be the desire, not
only of the Governmeut, already engaged/
ih this work, but of every honourable
member of this House, tlhat this eubject
shall receive the very best attention and
interest at oui hands, and that such action
may be týken as will resuit in very great
benefit to the men who are concerned.

Hon. T. S. SPROULE: Honourable
gentlemen, I rggard the proposai made on
this occasion as very geod, very timely, and
very appropriate. The preblem is, 1 pre-
sume, one which most people are thinking
about to-day: what'is the bes3t thing that
can be clone with the returned soldiere?
Those institutions which. are providing for
vocational training on varions liues are
undoubtedly proceeding in the right direct-
ion, and will absorb a large number of the
returned soldiers; but, theýre are mauy of
the men who leIt larme and are more
familiar with faim life and f armn work than
with any other liue. One of the difficulties
with which I apprehend, they wihl be cou-
fronted on their retuin, if they contemplate
settling clown to agricultural 111e again,
wi]1 be the question, where can they settie
so as to avoid the lonesomeiness of hife on
tbe farm and have the acivantages of the
company aud the freedom which they have
eujoyecl in the hast f ew years, ancl which
have become part aud parcel of their 111e
worked into it to such an extent as to have
become second nature. The next difficulty
with which they will be coufronted wilh be
the management of a faimn. What makes
for the success or failure of faim 111e? It is
the knowledge, of how te put in the crop,
where to put it in, how to provide for the
care of it, when to market it, how to prepare
il fer the market, and ail these things.
Now, I foresee in this proposai a very
valuable and important suggestion which
might be made, and that is, that if a large

number of these men were located
within a reasonable distance of one
of these farms, the employees of the farm
coul d give an oversight te their work
sud give them instructions from day te day
and îfrom week to. week on the vaoeiou.s prdb-
lems cf f arm if e on whteli they would
requirete be- infommel., and encourage them
te take advantage at the right time cf the
epportunities offered te them, and which
would make for their success, or failure in
proportion as they attencled or did not at-
tend. I tbink some scheme might be
worked out wheîeby these' farm hauds
could be, macle very valuable iu educating
returned soldiers aud in keepiug thema in
touch with the eperations of the lIfe in
whlch they are engaged. They could give
them valusible in-formation sud .advice with
regard to machinery, grains that might be
grown, or the lines of agricultural inclustry
which niigiht be Iollowecl in their particular
loc'ality. They could advise them as te
whether dairying, bee -'keeping, s-tock
raisîug, grain raising or auy ether
line would bring the greatest returns
te those engagecl . in it. This would
keep their interes;t centred to such an ex-
tent that Vhey would probably selve the
farming prodblem successfully, instead of
becomiug tired of At and may be .becoming
absolute failures. I think there would 'be
ftfty chances te one iu faveur of succeas
under this sYstem as cemparecI with what
would be the result if returnecl soldiers
weîe -sent individixally into Ontario, Mani-
toba, Saskatchewan, or Alberta, sud left te
settie dowu by themseives, buy any ma-
chineiy th-at they liked and go into any
class of farming they chose, without being
given preper information. If this problem
îs not taken hold of, they wîhl become
tired of faim life andl go back to the cities.
If Ibis suggestion were acted upon, these
men would be in cdosýer touch with ýsociety
in theïr localities and witih those thiugs
that are of value te them. I regard it as
probable that Iorty-eight out ef fifty weuhd
be more likely te make, a success under
this system than five eut cf a hundred
~would make if 4they weîe sent out te the
faims individually therefore it meets with
mry hearty approval.

Hon. Mt. McLENIAIN: 1 shall just detain
the Heuse foi a moment lu eider te say
Vhat the, Military Hospitals Commission,
of which. lon. Sir James Lougheed is chair-
man, sud which bas the care of returned
soldiers, ie quite iu sympathy iwith the


