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and of which the House bas been In-
formed by report from the Clerk to
the Speaker of the Hon. '-%r. Masson. 1
1 hadl the pleasure of being in the cabinet
with Mr. Masson for a number of years. 1

mat In parliament witb hlm in the Com-
mono and also In this House. I do floti
desire to say mach about hlm, but I must
uay this, that a more honest and conscien-
tious man neyer mat In parliarnent, nor dld
ever a pubie man do lis duty to, bis coun-i
try more faithfully thon did the Hon. Mr.
Masson. That ls the reputation hie holds
amongst those witb wbom hie bas been
associated, thougb not poiticaliy allied.
When I look at the rapid changes which
are taking place we rnay expect soon to
make way for others. I f elt It my duty, In
cornmencing the few rexnarks 1 bave to make
to the Senate, to refer to those frlends I
have rnentioned witb wborn I have been so
long associated persouaiiy and polltlcally,
and I cannot help repeating the nid adage,
'what sbadows we are and what shadows
we pursue.'

The address whicb we are called upon to
consider for a very short time ls flot, to rny
mimd, of that character wbich bas beeh so
ably and eloquentiy claimed for It by my
lion. friend from Rideau (Mr. Frost) If I
xnay so terrn hlm at present. Before pro-
ceeding lie will permit me to congratulate
lm on 'bis first effort lu tbis House. After

lienring bis speech I tbougbt tbere was littie
reason for his apology. No matter wbat bIs
expertence miay bave been lu the past, hie
certainiy exblbited none of that diffidence
whjc'h lie claimed for bimseif In the speech
wbicb lie nmade. If there was one tbing that
made an Impression upon my mind stronger
than any other, It was the assertion made
by hlm, that the present premier, Sir Wil-
frid Laurier, bad rediscovered. Canada. I
was under the Impression that Canada hbad
been discovered long ago. I rernember tbe
late Mr. Mercier claiming, and bis party
claimed for him the discovery of Lake St.
John. That Is wben they were building a
rond there whicb we so liberaily subsidized.
Then we bave tbe premier of Canada who
aiso elainis to have discovered New Ontario.
Weil, tlîat is flot ail. Now we have the as-
sertion and staternent made by my hon. friend
tbat thé Riglit Hon. Sir Wilfrid Laurier
-bas rediscovered Canada. I do flot know
whetber the bon. gentleman bas rend Park-

man's blstory. 1 know I rea "d it with a very
,reat deal of pleasure, and was under the
mapression that Cabot and Cartier had
îoretbing to do wltb the dlscovery of Cana-
la, and If bie will read the accounts of the
~uffering of the Jesuits wvben tbey were
travelling through the whole country,-
even as far westward as the Missis-
sippi be will find that not o nly were
Ontario, the Lake St. John district and
the nortbern portion o! this continent dis-
covered, but also the western *regions as
far west as the Mississippi and down that
river to New Orleans and to the very guif,
but 1 amn quite willing to give these gentlemen
uredit for ail they have done, and If any-
tbing bas been done by them wbieb bas
added to the proaperity of the country, I
sbould be the last to detract from the credit
wbicb is due to tbem. I must apologize to
the lion, gentleman wbo seconded the motion
for flot being able to criticise or paso an
opinion upon the manner in which bie
seconded the motion, for the simple reason
that I do flot understand his language suffi-
ciently weli to appreclate the pointa wblch
evidentiy hie made, frorn the applause wbiclh
came from tbree or four gentlemen sitting
opposite me. I take It for grantedl at least,
tbougb I couid flot properly understand Rt,
that tbey not only understood. but appreciat-
ed ai that bie said. and rendered bim that ap-
piause whicb a man who speaka in accord-
ance with their own sentiment deserves. I
amn fully In accord with everytbing the bon.
gentleman who rnoved the address said Iii
reference to the prosperity of the country,
less that pralse whlch bie accorded the
present government. I arn not aware that
the present government bad anytbing to do
wvith the sunsbine, wlth the genlal sbowers
with wbicb the country was blessed, parti-
cularly In the North-west. However, I sup-
pose as the gentlemen have redlscoveriid
the country, probably tbey have the power
o>f bringing down main from the clouds and
Invoklngthe Divine aid In produclng the
crops that we have reaped. If we bave
prosperity lu this country It is owlng to the
climate, and it is owing to the rains and

other causes to whicb 1 have very briefly

referred. I rernember very ,vell when ou
our side of the bouse ne used to dlaim some

of the credit for the prosperîty of the couti-

try that existed after xve carne into power

ini 1878. At thant time the whole policy of


