
The Great [SENATE.] Mackenzie Basin.

as the weather favors the possibility of some of the views that I have expressed
doing so, a party will be sent to this in my explanation to the House. Under
territory, which will spend the available the circumstances, I bave no hesitation in
season there for the purpose of examining withdrawing my motion, awaiting the
into its position and resources, and the action of the Government, and leaving
condition of its people ; of acquiring, in with them the responsibility of dealing
fact, all such information, in an aithentic with that important matter.
form, as will be needful to enable the
Government to decide what steps aie HON. MR. POWER-Before the motion
necessary for the protection of this Terri- is withdrawn I wish to say a very few
tory, and to determine what steps they words. 1 n glad that the hon. gentle-
will take for that purpose, and we con- man has decided to withdraw bis resolu-
fidently expect that next Session we shall tion, bocause, to adopt it, would, I tbirk,
be able to state formally what measures be to commit this fouse 10 a very injudi-
we shall take for the protection and cious expression of opinion, and I was
development of this Territory. That is glad 10 see that the bon. leader of he
the course which. the Governmet lias Government realised that and asked the
decided upon, based upon the information hon gentleman to withdraw. At the
which my hon. friend was one of the most saine bime, the hon. member wlo leads the
active in p rocuring, for the benefit of the Governmnt hoie perhaps rather gave the
coun , -y means of the North-West impression that the Government do pro-
Com cutee; and 1 Lope that that stop pose, at some not very distatday, k take
wih be satisfactory ho ry hon. friend, and the steps indicated in this resolution, 
to those who, like himself, take a great proceed to organize the country known as
interest in this Territory, and iii the the Great Mackenzie Basin. Now, as an
people who now reside there. I trust humble rerber of the fouse I beg 10
that amy hon. friend will consider that, enter my protest against any sucb course.
with this assurance, lie bas made sufficient We have a population of about 5,000,000,
progress for to-day, and that ho will not not a very wealthy population, and we
press the motion which be has made, lave at pi-sent, in the course of organi-
which would be like endeavoring to force zation, in what are to be known now as
the hands of the Government. to drive Western Territories and Manitoba, a coun-
them faster upon the course which they try capable, it is said, ofmaintaining with-
bave deliberately decided upon than they out difficulty a population of 100,000,000.
deem expedient, and the wisdom of which Under theso eircumstances, the absurdity
I think this House will appreciate-that of our goin mb the frozen regions of the
is to say, to obtain in a proper way, and Mackenzie River for the purpose of look-
by a careful process, the best and most ing for more territory 10 organizo must
ample information possible with regard b strike every one wbo looks at the malter
this Territory, to act upon it by determin- fron a business point of view. I think it
ing what steps may be necessary for its is very desirable that the mines, fishories
protection and development, and to take and lunting grounds of that country
those steps. So that I trust my hon. friend should be protected as weIl as we can, and
will consider that he bas done enough, one oftho best ways ofprotccting them is
and wil witlidraw this resolution to keep the population out of that region.

I cannot understand bow the bon. gente-
N. MRi. GIIRARD-I accept, witl man from St. Boniface is alarmed about

grept pleasure, the declaration made by Americans getting into that country, in-
the lion. Min ister. My intention as ot asmuch as from te Amet ican boundary
to, go any further with the question. I across the Territories, which are now or-
feit a responsibility whici 1 wpnted ' ro ganized, is a distance of several kundred
relieve mysehf of by calling the attention miles. I umderstand the Hon, gentleman
of the Government to tbe position of that W intimate that it was possible the Ame -
impora part of the Dominion. 1 bave cans migbt go around by water to tbe
done so, and I am glad tn know that the moutl of e Mackenzie River. Any one
Govern ment is disposed 10 give >erious who lias read the accounts of Argtic ex-
consideîation to tbe malter, and, zither by plorations mu t know that it is not a al
egislation or somne other way, tU adopt probable that any fur-hunter will ever go
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