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In essence when ail is said and donc the ethics counsellor will
be able to decide what areas these particular lobbyists are
interested in focusing in govcrnment. This wilI give us a concept
from where this kind of activity ie coming from and where it is
directcd at goverfiment.

Many people have argued in the House that it does flot have
any teeth, that it is a waste of time and it is a media show. I have
discovered that here are sorne of the teeth in the legisiation. For
those who do flot adhere to this process there arc fines of up
$25,000, the role of the RCMP je being strengthcncd by increas-
ing thc limitation period for laying charges in summary procecd-
ings frem six months to tweycears. If lobbyists knowingly make
false or mislcading statements they conld be liable to a fine of up
ta $100,000 and a prison terni of two years.

These arc vcry serious charges. These are very serions resuits
of flot abiding by this legisiation. I think very clearly the
government is very interestcd in clcaning np our act.

Through these changes I believe that we will start te temper
thc views of Iobbyists and special interest groupe but, more
important, give government back to thc people.

1 would like ta discuss a sccond aspect of this legislation
which is conflict of interest. I arn a chartered accountant. 1 have
been cnrolled in Uic Institute of Chartcrcd Acceuntancy since
1974. Wc have a code of ethice. Most professienal organizatiens
have a code of ethics. If yen break it you are out.

Why net in this House have a code of ethics? That wonld
assume we are professionals. 1 will give a quick definition cf
professional. It je one who values the interest of their clients
over those of their own personal intereet.

I just picked that ont of interest. I wonder how
parliamentary secretaries and the cabinet ministers
b. looking under their Christmas tree this year
whether these things have to be returned based on
tien. I think it is very real. It je a very real influ4

Té bring the two aspects tegether, one being thi
interest aspect and the second bcing the reform te t]
Registration Act, the ethies counsellor basically has
functions. One ie te develop a code of conduot in
with intcrested parties. A second je te have tht
investigate possible breaches of the code of rond,

The Deputy Speaker: Threc mini

Mr. Bergeron: Three minutes.
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