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The hon. member will know that the experiment was not 
terribly successful but we would want to look at any options that 
will allow for the efficient transportation of grain to market. We 
certainly will take the hon. member’s comments into consider
ation and come to a decision.

• (1500)

I said at that time that there are sections now in the Criminal 
Code that make it a criminal offence to use children in the 
commission of crimes and I called upon the provincial authori
ties to enforce those provisions vigilantly. I intend to continue in 
that effort. Beginning tonight, I am meeting for two and a half 
days with my provincial and territorial counterparts.

This among many other important justice issues is on the 
agenda. I can assure the hon. member we will take all reasonable 
steps to ensure that this does not happen again.

The Speaker: It being 3 p.m., I have a point of order from the 
hon. Minister of Transport.

[Translation]

LA FRANCOPHONIE

Mr. Louis Plamondon (Richelieu): Mr. Speaker, my ques
tion is for the Minister of Canadian Heritage. We are in the 
middle of Francophonie Week and the government keeps mak
ing high-sounding statements about the importance of the 
French fact and its place in the world, but in reality its policies in 
support of Canada’s French-speaking people are much less 
generous.

In view of some discrepancies between his own statements 
and those of his senior officials, can the minister confirm that 
funding for the Federation of Acadian and Francophone Com
munities in Canada will not be cut by 5 per cent?

Hon. Michel Dupuy (Minister of Canadian Heritage): Mr.
Speaker, I am pleased to say that we have managed to spare 
communities such as the one he just mentioned from existing 
cuts in my department.

POINTS OF ORDER
VEHICLE SAFETY

Hon. Douglas Young (Minister of Transport): Mr. Speaker, 
I want to rise on a point of order to respect an undertaking I made 
in this House on March 11.

On that date in responding to a question from an hon. member 
I expressed the concern many of us had about the safety of 
minivans as a result of some reports in the press. I indicated I 
would have my department look into the matter because it was a 
serious question.

I am now able to report my officials have informed me that 
testing results and accident data indicate that minivans offer a 
level of passenger safety comparable to that of other passenger 
vehicles.

I would point out for the benefit of members that there is no 
requirement for minivans to be equipped with bumpers because 
it has not been demonstrated they would improve the safety of 
vehicle occupants.

Mr. Speaker, I thank you for permitting me to respect the 
undertaking I made in the House several days ago.

The Speaker: I am sure the hon. minister recognizes that 
there could have been other venues but I am glad he shared the 
information with this House.

[English]

JUSTICE

Ms. Val Meredith (Surrey—White Rock—South Langley):
Mr. Speaker, my question is for the Minister of Justice.

Last week the media in British Columbia reported two 
instances of a disturbing trend in the drug trade. In Nanaimo, an 
undercover RCMP officer went to a residence to make a drug 
buy. While the suspect was not home, the transaction was 
completed by her eight-year old daughter. Likewise in another 
undercover buy in Vancouver, the drug dealer used his six-year 
old son to carry the drugs.

What steps is the minister prepared to take to protect children 
from this criminal exploitation?

Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Justice and Attorney Gener
al of Canada): Mr. Speaker, the hon. member has touched on a 
subject of grave concern to members of the government. I saw 
those reports last week and was horrified by them as I am sure 
the hon. member was.

As I said on January 27 when I spoke in the debate on the 
speech from the throne and outlined the initiatives we have in 
mind for both strengthening the criminal law of the country and 
focusing on crime prevention, we will not tolerate conduct that 
induces children into the commission of crimes.

GOVERNMENT ORDERS
[English]

SUPPLY
ALLOTTED DAY—JOB CREATION

The House resumed consideration of the motion.
Mr. Ted White (North Vancouver): Mr. Speaker, the motion 

before us today as proposed by the Bloc Québécois reads that 
this House deplores the absence of vision and concrete measures 
from the government with regard to policies directed toward job 
creation.


