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The Budget—Mr. Douglas
o (1740)

Some hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. Douglas: Canadian political history is replete with
precedents of taxes which have been collected, even after
parliament has been dissolved, on the basis of a notice of
ways and means, on the basis of an order in council or
even on the basis of a mere announcement by the govern-
ment. In 1947, Hon. Douglas Abbott, minister of finance in
a Liberal government, announced over the radio a series of
new taxes which went into effect that evening, and they
were collected. There was no legislation, no order in coun-
cil and no notice of ways and means motions.

In 1962-63, an order in council by the government of the
right hon. member for Prince Albert (Mr. Diefenbaker)
gave it the power to collect taxes. That was validated later
by legislation passed by the Pearson government when it
came into office. What this government is trying to do is
draw a red herring across the trail. It is trying to confuse
the public, because members of the government consist-
ently have told us that the import compensation will cost
$1,400 million and now it transpires that unless cost par-
ticipation is levied by the oil producing countries it will
cost $925 million, and this represents $475 million in extra
revenue that they do not want to give to the producing
provinces. That is the real reason.

I say, Mr. Speaker, that this government has had its
chance. We gave it our support as long as it was following
programs we thought would help this country. They have
run out of steam, they have run out of ideas and they have
run out of the courage which is necessary to restructure
our society. I shall close with words which are well known
in British parliamentary history—

Some hon. Members: Order.

Mr. Knowles (Winnipeg North Centre): “Go. In the
name of God, go”.

Some hon. Members: Order.
Mr. Douglas: Mr. Speaker—
Some hon. Members: Order.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Order, please. It being 5.45 o’clock
p-m., it is my duty pursuant to section 6 of Standing Order
60 to interrupt these proceedings and forthwith put the
question on the subamendment now before the House.

All those in favour of the subamendment will please say
yea.
Some hon. Members: Yea.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: All those opposed will please say
nay.

Some hon. Members: Nay.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Call in the members.

The House divided on the amendment to the amendment
(Mr. Lewis) which was agreed to on the following
division:
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