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Mr. Martin: Mr. Speaker, I was paired with
the hon. member for Cape Breton South (Mr.
Gillis). Had I voted I would have voted
against the motion.

Mr. Speaker: I declare the motion lost. In
connection with the subject matter that was
raised before six o’clock and on which I had
commenced to give a ruling, I did indicate
that the theory referred to by the hon. member
for Winnipeg South Centre had to do with the
eventuality that when in committee of the
whole the members wished, with the concur-
rence of the chairman of the committee, that a
matter relating to procedure be referred to the
Speaker. In order to obtain such a reference
a motion must be made and if carried the
matter is referred to the Speaker.

In cases where the chairman himself has
doubts and does not wish to make a decision
he may ask the committee to refer the matter
to the Speaker, and upon someone making a
motion to the effect that he leave the chair
for that purpose, he makes a report in which
he includes the subject matter on which he
wants to have the decision of the Speaker.

The hon. member for Winnipeg South
Centre in speaking about authority—in that
instance Bourinot—quoted from Bourinot’s
fourth edition which was published in 1916.
He did say that in a footnote Bourinot stated
since 1885 there had been several instances.
By “several instances” I do not think he
meant any more than four or five.

In 1885, as recorded in columns 1509 and
1510 of Hansard, there was an instance of an
appeal from a decision made by the chairman
of the committee of the whole where this
matter of appeal, as to whether it is to the
house or to the Speaker, was debated, and Mr.
Blake indicated as follows:

That reference is not to this appeal. This appeal
is one to the house, not to the Speaker. I know
it is competent to move that the committee rise
with a view of obtaining the opinion of the highest



