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week before the action took place a dispatch
containing such a story sbould go from Ottawa
to the London Daily Mirror, I think it was.

In view of what the Prime Minister said
this evening I wish to say that tbrough the
ages our forefathers have fought vigorously
'to prevent secret trials and actions affecting
the liberty of the subi ect without fair and
proper trial. During the war hon. members
who were here wili recoilect there was con-
siderabie debate in this house. The defence
of Canada regulations were modified, but
many bion. members were disturbed by the
manner in which those reguistions and the
War Measures Act were used not only against
those who endeavoured te, assist the enemy
but against members of religinus sects and,
indeed, Camnadians of Japanese origin. Quis,-
iings and traitors must be punisbed, but we
dare not aiiow any govornment to act except
in accordance wi'th !the estabiished principies
of justice.

The persons now hieid are bolieved te have
vioiated the Officiai Secrets Act and betrayed
their trust. I repeat that if they are guilty,
tbey must be punished. But 1 have carefully
read the reports that were tabied in this
bouse by the Prime Minister last Friday, and
I confess that I stili have grave doubts con-
cerning the procodure foilowcd in some of
these cases. Indeed, I do not believe the
Prime Minister is aware of ail that lias gone
on. I aimost hesitate to say this hppa,îse when
I heard it first it seemed to me unhelieveable.
But I was informed by a minister of the gospel
iast week tbat lie saw a person who bad
been hel at Rockcliff e for some ýtime, and bhat
for six days and nights that porson was in a
roem wbich was brilliantiy iigbted, and the
lights ucre nover out. I wanted ýto check
that statement, and I teiephoned the ceunsel
of another of the accused, asking if such a
tbing couid have occurred. I was told by
that counsci that bis client, a differont person,
bhad told bim procisely the samne story. Iýt
may be said, of course, that this was done in
order te prevent the possihiiity of suicide,
but again I asked questions and ivas informed
that neither of these persons wvas ever ieft
alone.

I would ask the Minister of Justice (Mr.
St. Laurent) to look into tbis. If tbat is
so it saveurs of the totalitarian system, and
it must ho neither permitted nor condoned
in tbis country. I said I could scarcely credit
the story, and indeed that is so. -No one
can bhave sympathy for those wbo betray 'the
interests of their own people. For our nation-
ais, who accopt the rights of our citizenship
but givo their flrst alieg-iance 'to any foreigu
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power, and thus gear their poiitical and secret
activities to, its external policies, I have noth-
ing but the utmost contempt. The-se are the
quislings who, if their guilt is properiy estab-
iished, must be deait with acoording to the
iaw; but it must be in accordance with the
iaw.

Let me sum up mY feelings in this way.
In spite of ahl that bias been said to-night
and hast week the fact romains that mon and
women bave heen summarily arrcsted. As a
letter I reccived, froma one of them states,
tbey have been heid for weeks witbout charge,
witbout access to their friends and without
counsel. From the docuiments tabled bore I
bave gatbered that this procedure bad been
followed not on the initiative of the govern-
mont but upon the advice of the justices of
the Supreme Court of Canada wbo are the
commissioners under order in counceil P.C. 411.
For my part I shahl await with a good deal
of interest some further statement from 'the
Minister of Justice at the proper time. In the
meantime I sheuld hike to recommend seme-
tbing for bis consideration. I bave in my hand
a copy of "The Life and Letters of Sir
Wilfrid Laurier" by Doctor Skelton. In the
press and in a hotter which came to mie 1
saw a reference frein this hook. 1 looked it
up andi sbo.uid liko to put it on the record,
and I comment] it bot h te the nîiniiM r and the
governnuint. Sir Wi'fî id ILaurier ws s peaking
on the cae:îo f Louis Riel in tiiis house in
1874. It was bis maiden liee hecntered
in.to an argument and thon said this:

It wili ho airgued. perbaps, tiat the Teasioýns
wbich I <advance are purehy legal ouhtieties.
Name them as you please, teohuicail expressions,
theqe iegal sýubtieties, lt matters littie; for my
p.arJt. 1 ýsay that ithese techaýical reaselns,
these legal1 subtieties arre the guarantees of
Britisli l.iberty. Thanks to thege techoicai ex-
pres7sions, these hegail subtieties, ne person on
Briýtisli snil caoý ho aryi.trarly deprived of what
be1ones te hiim. T'hore was a time when the
procedure was much simpler than it is to-day,
when the wiil ahone of one man was sufficient
te (loprive another of bis iliberty, his property.
bis bioueur andi ail that miakes life dear. But
since the days (if the Great Charter, noever bas
it been possible on Brýitish soil to rob a man of
bis liberty, býis property or his honour, except
under the safeguard of wlia;t has heem termed in
this debaite teceiniciai expressions and hegai
1subtiletics.

Tliat is sometbing we migbt recemmend te
the governiment for its perusai and for its
ronsideration.

I want now te dieai witb some of the other
pressing probiems bof ore the country. I
tbink I bave said, ahi I wisb te say te-night
in "ennection w itb matters wbich bave arisen
under the Officiai Secrets Act.


