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Election of Speaker

house, it was said the Speaker must be pos-
sessed of a capacity to sit still for a long time.
A Speaker, of course, should be a person of
quick perceptions, firm, tactful and wholly
familiar with the rules of the house and with
the procedure of parliament.

As I have said, this is a remarkable combina-
tion to find in any one person, but I do
believe the hon. member of this house whom
I am about to nominate does possess all these
qualities to an exceptional degree. The hon.
gentleman whose name I wish to place in
nomination is Mr. Gaspard Fauteux, the mem-
ber for St. Mary, Montreal. Doctor Fauteux,
I believe, has the character and ability which
eminently fit him for this high position. He
is a young man, which is all to the good,
though he is not too young to be a veteran
of the first world war, during which he served
in the ranks, nor is he too young to have had
considerable parliamentary experience. For
some time he was a member of the Quebec
legislature and, as hon. members are aware, he
has been a member also of this parliament
for some time past. Doctor Fauteux comes
of a family that has contributed much to our
public life. He is a grandson of Hon. Honore
Mercier, a former very distinguished Premier
of Quebec, and is a nephew of another premier.
I refer to the Hon. Sir Lomer Gouin, who not
only was also a distinguished Premier of
Quebec but for some time Minister of Justice
of Canada.

Those who know Doctor Fauteux will say
that they recognize, in his abilities and public
service an inherited strain that is all to the
good both for him and for our country. And
I may say that Docteur Fauteux possesses a
good deal in the way of political prowess in
his own right, as is evident from what we have
seen on his part in political campaigns. How-
ever, now that he is being nominated for the
Chair, if he is elected to that office, he will be
expected to leave behind him the controversies
of party and to be wholly impartial.

In nominating Doctor Fauteux, I have much
in mind that he recognizes that the great
problems of to-day relate themselves not
merely to our own country, but to the coun-
tries of the world in general. During this
period of transition from the terrors of a world
war that has been unequalled in its fright-
fulness, unequalled in history, it is fortunate
that we may have in this office of Speaker
one who, for years past, has given very special
study to international questions, has spoken
upon many occasions in this and in other
countries of the world situation, and has done
much to educate others on the importance of
a wide outlook in international affairs.
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I may repeat that Doctor Fauteux has, I
believe, the qualities of quick perception, keen
discernment, patience and impartiality ; and if
elected by the hon. members of this house, he
will, I believe, fill the high office of Speaker
with dignity, with honour and distinction to
himself and to parliament and with credit to
the traditions established by his predecessors.

May I be permitted to add a single word.
The ability of a Speaker to preside over the
house in a manner which will commend itself
generally is dependent even more upon the
attitude of hon. members themselves than
upon the one who may occupy the Chair.
This is certain to be a difficult parliament.
The questions which will have to be considered
here will be much more difficult of solution
than those which have had to be faced by
any previous parliament. For this reason,
if for no other we should recognize that the
Speaker may have upon occasions an excep-
tionally difficult time. In some parliaments
there has been I think a tendency to question
far too often, the decisions of the Speaker.
I am not in any way trying to lecture the
house; I am seeking to emphasize what has
been stressed very strongly at Westminster,
namely, that the more the Speaker can be
supported by the house, the better it will
prove in the long run for the dispatch of
business and also for the reputation of parlia-
ment itself in all parts of the world. I hope
hon. members will not think I am unduly
anticipating possibilities of that kind. I would
only say that the more hon. members
strengthen the hands of the Speaker, in his
decisions, and in his maintenance of order and
decorum in the house, the more rapidly and
effectively will it be possible to proceed with
the dispatch of the business of the house.

Mr. Beauchesne, I would move, seconded
by Mr. St. Laurent:

That Gaspard Fauteux, Esquire, member for
the electoral district of St. Mary, do take the
chair of this house as Speaker.

Mr. JOHN BRACKEN (Leader of the
Opposition) : Doctor Beauchesne, speaking
for the members in this section of the house
I am very glad to have the opportunity of
supporting the motion made by the Prime
Minister. The right hon. gentleman has out-
lined something of the circumstances leading
up to the present situation and has given us
something of the historical background of the
choice of Speaker. With his motion I am in
agreement. With his practice I am not fully
in accord.

My remarks to-day will not be at all con-
tentious and will be very brief. The position
of Speaker in the House of Commons carries



