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1 say, Mr. Speaker, that we bave assumed
too heavy a burden in this unfortunate adven-
turc which 1 denounced in this bouse on
September 9, 1939. 1 knew that oulr par-
ticipation in the war would inevitably drag
us into conscription. I did ail in my power
to save our youth from the application of
this measure by opposing participation which
was tn give rise to conscription. In this
critical hour, fraught witb fearful consequences
for Canada, I rcpeat-with ail due deference
to the hion. member for Beauharnois-La-
prairie that alone the hion. member for
Quebec-Montmorency (Mr. LaCroix) sup-
ported nie. Always f rank, always loyal,
always logical, hie was again my sole support
against conscription on June 19, 1940. If
ouly the mnembers whio will vote against tbe
confidence motion of the government now
under discussion had supported my amend-
monts against participation and against
mobilization, we would have been spared this
tragedy and my hon. fricnds would nlot 00W

be compelled to express their lack of con-
fidence in their own leader. I shall act as
I always did. If I actcd otherwise I would
ot be truc to myself and I would belie my

wvhole past.
Mr. Speaker, a moment ago the bon. meim-

ber for Beauharnois-Laprairie recalled the
hcctic dehate of September 9, 1939. Itýs an
ilI wind that blows nohody good and, unfor-
tunatcly for the hion. member for Beau-
hainois-Laprairie, there are Votes and Pro-
cecdings of the House of Commnons of
Canada. Therefore, I quote from page 10
of the Votes and Proceedings of the Huse
of Commons of Saturday, September 9, the
following:

Mr. Lacombe, secondcd by Mr. LaCroix
(Quehec-Montmnorerncy) moved in amiendment:

'fbat the following words ho adde1 to the
address:

'That this bouse regrets that the goveriiment
(hid flot dcem it fitting ta advise His Excelleney
the (Governor G;eneral that C'anadla sloul re-
frain froa participating in ai' outside of
Canada."

And after a debate on that propoed ainend-
nient the bouse divided and the aniendmnent w as
negatived.

And the main motion heing put ta the biouse
was agreed to on division.

Wby on division? Because the hon. member
for Beauharnois-Laprairie, despite his conten-
tion to the contrary, refused to risc with the
bion. member for Quchcc-Montmorency and
your humble servant to demand a vote on
that occasion. And the proof is found in an
exccrpt from the debates of September 11,
1939, which I shaîl rcad. Tbe bon. member
for Beaubarnois-Laprairie did flot protest then.
He waitcd five years to do so.

[Mr. Lacomts']1

NI'. Chairman. I assert, that. î'untratY' to this
new'spaipers report-

That was the Montreal Gazette.
-îny colleague the lion. mnemrber far Quebec-

Maiîtniorency (Mr. LaCroix) and miyself l'ose
in oui- places, thcî'ehy '-learly iîîdi'-ating ouri
desire to have the bion. members of the bouse
record thcir vote. But, being alone w'itb tbe
hion. momber for Quebec-Montmor-ency to have
a recordcd vote. Mr. Speaker dec]ared tlîe
anmendmnent defeated, iniasiicbe as acearding to
tbe rides of tbe bouse a vote niust bo demiandudi
by at least five members.

1 inake tbis statemoint. Mr. Chairman, iii
order to set out the actual tacts.

It is again in order to set out the actual
facts that I make this correction. 'Whcn the
hion. mnember for Beaubarnois-Laprairie states
that ho opposcd participation in the war. on
Septoniber 19. 1939, with ail due respect, I
wondcr wbcthcr be is in earnest. On that
date, war hiad beon declared. W'ith the bon.
member for Quehec-Montmorency, I was
among the sixteen members w-ho supported
the amcndmcnt of the former member, Mr.
MacNeil.

A fcw more words in conclusion. N-'ot only
did the lion. inember for Beauharnois-
Laprairie, who provokcd this dchatc and 1
must put an end to the lcgcnd which bias
been spreadinig in the province in the last
four yoars-not, only did the bion. member for
Beauharnois-Laprairie not support the'amend-
ment which I prcsentcd September 9, 1939,
against participation in the war, but lie also
rcfused to support the amendm-ent 1 moved
June 19, 1940, against conscription-for lot us
flot forget, that conscription, whicthuer it is
labelled niobilization or riot, is in cifect in
Canada since 1940.

-Mr. RAYMOND (Translation): 1 deny tbat
st atenient.

MIr. LACOMBE (Translation): If the hion.
meomher for, Beauhiarnois-Laprairie says ho
denies tlîis faut, I will once more open bis eyes
to the truth.

June 19, 1940, seconded by the hon. rncmher
for Qu iee-1\1ont morency'

Mr. RAYMOND (Translation) : MVe are
discusoing 1939.

M\ci. LACOMBE (Translation) : The bon.
niemiber for Beauharnois-Laprairie wlio always
resents, interruiptions keops on interrupting m1e,
but I am n ot, complaining bocauso I always like
a fight.

Juno 19, 1940, seconded by the bon. niembor
for Quehec-Montmnrcncy, I movcd:

Tbat alI the words after "wlhereas" in the
preamble of tbe bill ho deleted and the fol]ow-'

ingj suhstituted therefor:i h ooonetswa
picy nmust be f ree and volunitary'.
Protests were beard to the effeet that there

wvas an appeal from the Speaker's ruling. I
could not demand the rcgistering of the vote,


