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that the cost of living is the most, important
of ail the questions whicb this country has to
face at this time. It is a question that cao-
not be met simply by tariff changes bere and
there, no matter bow considerable they may
be. Tbe problemn before Canada to-day is
bow for a population of between nine and
ten millions of people the cost of living ia to
bc deecaseîl how it is going to be possible
to reduce taxation from its present large pro-
portions owing to expenditures incurred dur-
ing the period of war and of railway obli-
gations which have been se considerable
during the last couple of years. The enly
remedy that my right bon. friend bas to pro-
pose is te mecrease the tariff, in other wordýs,
increase taxation bere and there to help special
interests. We say the situation cannot be
improved in that way. We say that the only
way to iniprove it is, first of al] by strict
ecenomy on the part of the administration,
and, secondly, by the gevernment adopting
policies wbich will increase production in this
country in the quickest and ýmest effective
manner possible.

It is in regard te tbe policy of increased
production that the governiment. bas coma
forward with a constructive programme ivbicb,
if given an opportunity to be worked eut,
will help te meet the situation. Part of that
programme was outlined in the Speech from
the Tbrone last year and was given expression
to in tbis Huse in tbe changes that were
made in the tariff at tbhe last session. A
further stage in that, programme is announced
in tbe Speech from the Throne this year.
Tbe two are parts of the one constructive
programme wbic. -thbe administration is
placing before the country as a means of
belp te solve its great industrial, financial
and social problems. In a word, that pro-
gramme is, baving regard te Canada's vast
resources, te increase production by the only
possible effective means. As 1 intimated a
moment ago, ive have untold natural resou-rces,
wb*ether they be of tbe soil, tlhe mine, tbe
forest, or the fisberies. We bave as well great
water-powers; we bave aill that is needed to
coable us to, be a strong, a great and a
prosperous people, a people for tbe most for
whom there sbould be every necessary comfort
and every opportunity. But te develop the
naturai re-ourrces labeur and capital are essen-
tial, and markets in wvbich te dispose of the
commodities; whbich are preduced by the aprpli-
cation of the people's capital and labotîr te the
natural w ealth of wbicb we have sucb an
abundance.

We bave taken steps te improve the labeur
situation as regards tbe development of the
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natuzal resourceo by strengtbening our immi-
gration programme. As 1 saiýd this aitar-
noon, there are reasens wby immigration has
net been daveloped as fast as many of us
would lika te bave seen, but those reasens
wvill net ebtain as mucb in the future as
they have in the past. We must keep in
mind tbat Europe and the British Isies do net
serve as recruiting grounds for immigrants, as
tbey did prier te the war. It is net possible te
bring immigrants frem tbe Old Land in the
numbers in whicb they were readily brougbt
before the war. In addition te that, we
bave learned from the expýerience of other
countzies that it is inadvdsable te bring in
immigrants witbout a careftil (process of
selection; tbat it is mucb better te pay atten-
tien te quality than merely te seek te in-
crease immigration se far as numbers are con-
cerned. Fer tbis reason the government bas
taken steps toeaxercise care in tbe selection of
immigrants. We bave sougbt te bring as many
as we can from the British Isles, and from
the nortbern parts of Europe. But the chance
of getting peopdYe te emigrate to-day is not
wvhat it was a few years cge. In the eld days
the government was free te offer any numnber
of bomesteads, te offer te settiers inducements
of many kinds. We cannet de that te-day
as it, could be donc some years ago, and for
that, reason it is more difficuit te get the
labeur into, the country wbicb is needed for
the devealopment of our resources. But the
tide bas set in, and now that agriculture is
beginning te, attaini, as evidenced by the
current prices ef agricultural commodities, a
position similar te tbat wbicb it fermerly held,
we will expeet te ,-ce a lar ge immigration te
Canada wbich will result in a distinct note
of prosperity.

Jn reLzard te the implements of production
çvhicb constitute the capital requîred for
the developmcnt of our resources we bave
as I have sbown tonigbt, tbrougb our
le.-islation of last sessien, made the cost of
the.e imiplemeeuts leass te the settlers of the
countrvy. Whetber engaged in agriculture,
mining, iumbering or fishing this government
bas helped te make it possible fer persons
,oing into thes industries te obtain the capital

ttisnecKs'ar-v for tbe carrying on of their
activities at a lower cost than prevailed
before. When the capitael ýreq-u;irement 'is
1",. ened, the ceat of production is lassened,
and it stands te reason that the wbele in-
diîstrial life of the country must as a con-
sequence be materially prospered. All
manufacturing is based on the cost of raw
material. Ahl manufacturing, ne matter of
w-bat brancb. it may consist, dependis on the


