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entering combatant service, he had a right
to exemption, and exemption was granted
on those grounds by the tribunais froni
one end of Canada to the other. But the
dlfficuity arase in this way. There were a
number of the younger generatian who had
nlot formally become members af some of
the lesser religious bodies throughout Can-
ada, but who had beeame adherents of one
of those bodies. When the applicant ap-
plied for exemption he was asked if he was
a member ai the iaith ta vAich be expressed
his adherence, and an the rules ai the
church being produced these men were
found strictiy speaking nat ta be members.
These cases were taken ta appeal and were
definitely settled by the Central Appeai
Judge, in accordance with the terms ai the
Act, that a man must be in actual mem-
bership ai the particular creed or i aith an
the i7th ai Octaber, 1917, which. was the
date of the first meeting ai the variaus regis-
tration boards, and a man not actually and
iarmaliy a member an that date was nat
entitied ta exemptian under the sectian I
have read. I think the decision af the
Han. Justice Dufi was absoiutely correct
and within the meaning af the enactment. We
have no conditianal exemption such as they
have in England. Parliament in its wisdom
did not see fit ta adapt the British Act.
Cansequently, a large number of young
men in Canada wha believed that they
were adherents ai the variaus religiaus
faiths which objected ta cambatant service
iound that they were nat entitled ta exemp-
tion under the Act, and same very severe
sentences were impased, a great many af
them being for as high as ten years in the
penitentiary.

There were twa classes ai canscientiaus
objectais: Thase wha failed ta report at
ail, some ai them thinking that as they
belanged ta variaus ahj ecting faiths it was
unnecessary for themn ta repart; and those
who reported, joined some military unit,
and then reiused ta abey some military
command, or ta don His Majesty's unifarm.
These latter, technicaliy, were charged with
reiusing ta obey a lawful command, but
their refusai in many cases was based upon
a reai conscientiaus objection. Those wha
had iailed entirely ta repart were merely
defaulters or deserters under the Miiitary
Service Act. lihere were no mare than "a few
dazen"~ ai Vhese cases. My recoilection is that
there were, ail toid, 152 conscientiaus ob-
jectais in confinement undergoing sentence.

The sentences varied from twa ta ten
years. Many of these cases had been dealt
with by the military authorities, and in
these the sentence was aimost uniiormiy
ten years. However, these sentences can

ail be reviewed by the Governor Generai in
Council, and they were ail reviewed; and
ail af the extremely long sentences were
reduced ta two years. At the conclusion of
the armistice, or, ta be mare accurate, about
the first day ai February last, the Gavern-
ment appointed a special cammittee, ai
which I had the hanaur ta be Chairman,
and I had assaciated with me the Judge
Advacate Generai, representing the Militia
Department, and Mr. Newcombe, Deputy
Minister af Justice, representing the Miii-
tary Service Board. The question ai the
sentences which had been impased upon
canscientiaus objectais, and aisa upan
other miiitary deiauiters, was reierred ta us.
After a great deai ai cansideration ai these
twa classes ai cases, the Cammittee reparted
that, in its judgment, canscientiaus objec-
tors wha were bana fide objectais and not
slackers shouid be iiberated aiter they had
served six mantha, notwithstanding that
many ai the sentences were ten years. Up
ta the present time between 70 and 80 ai 152
have been liberated. Twenty cases are naw
under cansideration and, 1 think, wili be
dispased ai during the present week; and
the balance wiil be disn)osed ai within irom
two ta fîve weeks, because I think they wiii
ail then have served the full six months
which is the minimum penalty according
ta the report af the Cammittee-which
repart, I may say, was appraved by the
Governement. We investigated each case
ta see whether the man was in reaiity a
bana fide canscientiaus objectai, or was
more or less ai a siacker. 'We had cases, for
instance, where men claimed ta be con-
scientiaus objetais, and wouid not engage
in cambatant service, but were quite wiiling
ta make munitions and earn fîam eight ta
ten dallais a day. I do nat think that dlem-
ency should be extended tao such men. Foi
the purpase of gaining information in
regard ta each particular case, we used the
services af the parole officers thraughout
Canada, the reports ai trial magistiates,
and in some cases the recammendations af
hon. membersaf this House. If the repart
shews that a man has been a well behaved
citizen, is îeaily and virtually a member ai
the iaith ta which he dlaims adherence, and
bas been af good conduct in the cammunity
ta which he belangs, we unhesitatingiy ac-
cept that, and at the end ai the six manthB'
term release him. 1 think that, cam'paring
aur action in this matter with that af the
United States, aur terms have been ex-
tremeiy lenient. Sentences were imposed
in the United States ai imprisonment for
twenty and thirty years, and in many cases


