
(b) a chair shall be replaced within 30 days by a person decided on by both Parties, 
failing which the replacement shall be appointed in accordance with the second 
sentence of paragraph 3; or

(c) if there are no remaining chair candidates, each Party shall propose up to
3 additional chair candidates within a further 30 days, and the Parties shall select 
a panel member by lot within seven 7 days thereafter from the chair candidates 
in accordance with sub-paragraph (a) or (b).

5. If a Party believes that a panel member is in violation of the Code of Conduct, the Parties
shall consult and if they so decide, may dismiss the panel member and select a new panel member 
in accordance with this Article.

Article 21.12: Qualifications of Panel Members

1. Each panel member shall:

(a) have expertise or experience in law, international trade, other matters covered by 
this Agreement, or in the settlement of disputes arising under international trade 
agreements;

(b) be chosen strictly on the basis of objectivity, reliability, and sound judgment;

(c) be independent of all Parties; and

(d) comply with a Code of Conduct that the Commission shall establish at its first 
session following the entry into force of this Agreement.

2. A panel member may not:

(a) have dealt with the matter at issue in any capacity, or have been involved in an 
alternative dispute settlement procedure referred to in Article 21.9; and

(b) be a national of a Party, or have their usual place of residence in the territory of 
a Party.

Article 21.13: Rules of Procedure

1. Unless the Parties otherwise decide, the panel shall conduct its proceedings in accordance 
with the Model Rules of Procedure. A panel may establish, in consultation with the Parties, 
supplementary rules of procedure that do not conflict with the provisions of this Chapter.
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