
POSTSCRIPT

The end of the Cold War and the relative success of Operation Desert Storm, induced a sense
of cuphoria that the international community was geared to deat with dangers to international
peace and security in a more effective mariner than before. However, the experiences of
Somalia, former Yugoslavia, Liberia, Angola, Rwanda, and those i some of the former
republics of the erstwhile Soviet Union, quickly dispelled these expectations, and ini fact,
may weli have induced a sense of retrenchment in regard to peace operations. Even so, there
can be hardly any doubt, that as and when new confllct situations arise, the international
community and the belligerents, will turn to the United Nations for attempts at resolution.
Hence operations for the maintenance of international peace and security will continue to be
required, and must therefore continue to receive the attention they deserve, both in terms of
political support, and military preparation.

international peace operations whetber under the aegis of the United Nations, regional
organizations, or mufti-national groupings, are the only answer to conflict resotution, when
ail else fitils. But it must be emphasized that the root of most conflict lies i deprivation in
society, and to that extent, maybe some early investment i potential conflict areas towards
building society, would be more cost effective. In this context, as stressed earlier, maximum
efforts need to be directed towards preventive action by the international community; i this
effort, whether it should be the United Nations or regional organizations, is a matter of
statesmansbip.

As we look into the 21 st century, it is essential that we do not allow the perceived
inadequacies of some recent operations to cloud our judgement, and swing from one extreme
of attempting to undertake too much, to undertaking too littie. There is so much the
international community cari do to ensure the maintenance of international peace and


