
Meanwhile, other literature describes US support of El Salvador in a more positive light, where

its motive for involvement was rooted in the establishment of a constitutional democracy in five
major interrelated areas. (Fishel, 1998:48) This perspective emphasizes that the primary
security interests and ideals of the US were best served by helping the Salvadoran to create a
functioning constitutional democracy and to create a more just and prosperous society.
Specifically, the US supported efforts to: 1) create political institutions and attitudes essential for

lasting and constitutional democracy; 2) reduce human rights abuse and improve the justice

system;, 3) foster economic growth and development, create jobs, and redistribute wealth more

fairly; 4) seek peace through dialogue, negotiation while successfully conductmng the war; and 5)
help establish peace and democracy in ail of Central America. (Fishel, 1998:49) However,

United States' action and inaction towards the blatant human rights abuse occurring throughout
the war indîcates somethîng différent.

US military support began in 1980 when it loaned $20 million to the El Salvadoran govemment.

(Gettieman, 1986:57) Its original goal was to defeat FMLN rebel forces, and eliminate the

insurgency, something they neyer managed to accomplish. (Downie, 1998:130) US military

assistance came in various forms, including the provision of modem high-tech weapons and

equipment; training in US military bases around the world to improve their defensive and

offensive strategies; extensive loans and military sales credits for weapons and artillery
purchases; and expert of US military advise.

However, in the United States' quest for democracy and assistance in counterinsurgencies, it

helped keep in power El Salvador's abusive and oppressive govemnment. In efforts to legitimize
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