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that the Government of Canada is either Supportive.of 6r indifferent to that collaboration. In 
short, the  y identify oil extraction not as of positive development - but as a major grievance with a 
Canadian label and say â must he .stoppecl. 

The,underlying reality is that there has been, and .probably still is, major displacement of ei vilian 
populations Telated to oil extraction. Furthermore, Oil  ha  s become a major  fouis of the fighting, 
Worse, the oil operations in GOS-contfolled  terri tory are  used  even if to a lirriited.extent, and 
possibly without the knowledge or approyal of the oil companies, to directly support  COS 
rnilitary-operatiOns. Talisman has now informed us that these are rIdefensive purposes", and latest 
reports indicate that in any event, the,GOS denies,the facilities were used  fur  military purposes, 
Which sounds like a state in and of denial. We  cari  only conclude that Sudan is a Place of 
extraordinary suffering and continuirig human rights violationS, even though soine forward 
progresS can be recorded, and the oil cFperations in which a Canadian company is involved add 
more  suffering. 

5 Is there a way forward? 

A Cease-fire Now 

The dry season is arriving in South Sudan, and 15vithit, -..fears of renewed ground Oghting: Every 
effôrt should he made to achieve a ° Cease-.Ère right now in Western Upper Nile. It would bring 
respite to thousands of people if a çomponent of any such :cease-fi,re.was'a rerno). , al of the 
iniquitous Flight Bans .  which just deprive hungry people of the food they need. 

Operation Lifeline Sudan is ready to.aSSume the risks of operating When conditions are less than 
optimal the  GOS is,wrong to  bide  -behind Concerns for their safety-in applying thésebans,and not 
only Canadalnit also Talisman and  its oil partners should novv pitt their influence behind 
efforts to have the bans removed,.but it is best that:this be done  in  the context of the needed 
ceuge-fire in  Western  Upper Nile...Unity State. And this cease-fire should he monitored by the 
international communit-y through the use of monitors on the gtound, arriong "other niean,s, 
particularly at the. ,airstrips used by the oil companies, at .1-leglig, Rubkona, and Bentin, 

A cease'-fire which Talisman, either witnessing or acquiescing in the use of Heglig airstrip for 
military purposes; shotild be  very firm in advocating and ready to pay a priée for,perhaprin 
the form of foregone revenues .  The gunships and Antonovs have taken off from Heglig with 
their payloadS Of deatli and displacernént. That this never -again occur should be the goai of  all  
concerned; but why not seeklo have the gunships and Antonovs grounded, not relocated? 

.00 Money 

There areonly -  two,  ways of neutralizing'the negative  impact  of oil. One is to halt production until 


