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4. France

In September 1988 Pres1dent Mltterrand stated before“”

':,-the UN. General Assembly that France "has no chemlcal weapons"

'W313 Untll th1s declaratlon, there were those who belleved France to
“;Lbe,a cW possessor. For example, a 1970 report suggested that the
,SerVice des‘Poudres-factory at P01nt—de—Cla1r spe01allzed in ;t1;4~¢

1, wh11e Stashevsky ' claimed that France

"chemlcal weapons

.;3possessed an offen51ve CW capablllty compr1s1ng some 450 tons. of?*
:l*mchemlcal agent in 7,500 tons of munltlons._ Moreover,'ln 1987,
*ffgthe French delegatlon to the CD proposed ba51ng the order of

‘Adestructlon of CW on the concept of "securlty stocks".'lnvolv1ngfi

g,;the ma1ntenance of a CW stock at a secret locatlon ,whlch seemedfw

: Afto some to suggest that France e1ther possessed or 1ntended to

'”facqulre oW stocks.j Also relevant was a 1987 announcement of theftﬂ;h

*;;approprlatlon of 700 mllllon francs as part of a f1ve year plan

'VHwhlch apparently prOV1ded for the productlon of chemlcal weapons.., |
VForchese reasons, and these alone, France 1s con51dered

. .separately: . . - S ,' -

J. Pergent 1970. Services des‘Poudres. Force aériennes

"V7f”ffrancalses,.24 89 102 quoted by J P.'Perry Roblnson 1n e

“(ﬂﬁChemlcal Weapons. Destructlon and Conver51on, Slprl, 1980.w;‘pf‘°

l’G Stashevsky, Chemlcal Weapons. The V1ew from Moscow,.J

'ﬂjﬁNovostl Press Agency, Moscow, 19887”w[ff¥3”“'




