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AcId rain contrai program ta pratect envIranment,

On March 6, prior ta the Canada-US summit
hn Quebec City between Prime Minister Brian
Mulroney and President Ronald Reagan,
Environment Minister Suzanne Biais-Grenier
annflfUnced the first major environment pro-
gram of the new government. Describing it
as "a Iandmark decision in environmentai
Protection in Canada", Mrs. Biais-Grenier
called it a comprehensive emission reduc-
tion and funding package ta combat the acid
main Probiem in the country.

Mrs. Biais-Grenier -

,ndiated that Canada
1the first country ta

Officiaiiy adopt as
POlicY, a specifîc
environmental objec-
tive designed ta
'ignificantly, reduce
8Ii ramn levels. in
addiition, shne noted
'bat the reductions in

j 81JiPhur dioxide emis- Suzanne Biais-Grenier
SIOflI3 outiined in the Canadian program make
ta truIY ambitiaus national acid nain program".

Major elements of the package include:
the dopionof a specific environmental

rbetve; taugh new mator vehicie emissian
tndards; funding ta assist in a domestic

clean-up pragram; maintaining a worid-class
k-lentific research and monitoring program;
MId the establishment of an acid ramn office.
Ihe federai program package is based on
thecoômmitment of the federal and six pro-
"flciai governments made on February 5, ta

I dJc suiphur dioxide emissions in eastern
canada by 50 per cent by 1994.

Eflrnm.ntai objective
The alm of the new progralm is ta eliminate

rh harfuI effets of acid rain, whch la

% 0 de eMissions combine in the atmosphere
Md fait back ta earth In rainfail. It has

benlinked ta the environmental death of
4erespiratory problems, and forest and

blJldiflg damage.
U la achieve the new objectives, emissions

W Uphur dioxide wiii be reduced ta no mare
5,1"Q 2.3 million tonnes east of the Saskat-
6 hewn/Mantoba barder by 1994.

%he el~l~ missIon standards
1' O mitting nitragen oxides, hydrocar-

carbon monaxide and lead are the
l"rgest single source of these pollutants in
4 ~ada andi contribute significantiy ta air
PollitiOn In cities and ta the acld rain prabiemn

~Y~the country.
The new emissian contraI standards far

cars and iight duty trucks, which wili came
inta effect on September 1, 1987 for the
1988 modeis, are expected ta reduce
nitragen oxide emissions from new cars by
45 per cent by the end of the century. The
emission standards, similar ta those already
in effect in the US, wilI mean aIl new cars
wiII have ta use unleaded gas.

The new car emission standards, said
Mrs. Biais-Grenier, are "as taugh as any
other national standard and taugher than
most" and wii significantly reduce the air
pollution prablem in cities as weii as acid raln.

Industry clean-up
The federal government wili cantribute up ta
$150 million ta assist the smelting industry
reduce pollution through modernization and
installation of pollution-cantrol devices. The
dlean-up programn wiIl be a shared respan-
sibility between the smeiting industry and the
federai and provincial governments.

Sonne $25 million federal gavernment
assistance has aiso been earmarked for
the development of impraved smelting
technologies and over $70 million has been

Tue new contrai standards wil reduce nitro-
gen oxide emLissbos substanti*fyIn new cars.

Pollution-controI dévices wNI be instaJled by
industry as part of the clean-up program.

budgeted ta support technoiogical develap-
ment for the more efficient use of coal for
power generation. The federaLglovernment
la aisa cammitted ta maintain the, existing
program of monitoring the effeots of acid rain
and scientific investigation at a cast of over
$18 million a year.

In addition, Canada wili continue its raie
in mhe international community by seeking ca-
operatîve agreements on acid rain contrais,
particularly under mhe Econamic Commission
for Europe (ECE) Convention on Long
Range Transboundary Air Pollution.

In April, Canada wiil sign an International
agreement an automobile emissions with
Sweden, Norway, Denmark, the Federal
Republic of Germany, Switzerland and
Austria, and another in Helsinki in Juiy,
with memrbers of the Economic Commission
for Europe.

An acid rein office ta co-ordinate govemn-
ment poiicy wiil b. set up In Canada. Na date
has been set for the opening of the agency
which wili report directly ta the environment
minister. The parliamentary sub-cammittee
on acid rein wili aiso be re-established.


