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out. If there bad been one, how it wouýd have surprised
bum to sec that bie and bis bouse and the pine tree were
riding in a sleigb witb Papa and May and Archie.

He woiild have been' still more surprised if hie bad seen
thse tree standing in the parlor, covered with toys and trin-
kets and little candles.

*It nîust.be spring at last," bie thougbt, for it was very
wvarm in tise parlor.

So be'poked a hole in the wall of his house, and out hie
came. But wvbat do you think? He was nlot a caterpillar
at ail!

" Oh, see the lovely butterfly! " cried May.
He flew ta the tip-top bough; and the children said there

tvas nothing else on the tree se pretty:as the butterfly.
". He must have came down the chimney witb San~ta

Clatis! " said May. And she neyer guessed that lie came
out of the caterpillar's house-Vouth's Compaition.

Five-minute talks on " Christmas and New Year
when I was at school," by several parents and other
v'isitors.

Recitatio.-For a littie girl:

If Santa Claus sbould stumble,
As lie clumbs the chimney taîl
With ail this ice upon it,
I'm 'fraid he'd get a faîl
And smash hiniseif ta pieces-
To7 say nothing of the toys!
Dear mme, ivhat sorow that would bring
To ail the girls and boys!
Saý .Iami going ta w rite a note
And.pint it ta the gate,-
l'Il wýrite it large, so hie can see,
No niatter if it's late,-
And $ay, "Dear Santa Clatis, don't try
i'o climb the roof to-night,
But walk rigbr in, the door*s unlocked,
The nursery's on the rigbt!"

Recitatioâ.-By a girl:

-SANTA CLAUS ON THE TRAIN.

On a Christmas eve an emigrant train
Sped on througb tbe blackness of nigbt,

And cleft the pitchy dark in twain
With the gleam of its fierce beadligbt.

In a crowded car, a noisome place,
Sat a mother and bier child,

'l'lie woman's face bore want*s wan trace,
But the Iittle.,one only siniled,

And tugged and pulled at lber motber*s dress,
And bier voice had a merry ring

As she liisped, -Now, mamma, corne and guess
Wbat Santa Clatis will bring.*"

But sadly the mother sliook bier head.
"He neyer can catch us bere," she said,

As she tbought of a bappier past:
"The, train is goinir too fast."

Oh, manima, yes, he'll corne, I say,
So swift are bis little deer,

Th'ey run ail over the world to-day,-
F'il hang my stocking up here."

She pinned the stocking to the Seat,
And closed bier tired eyes,

And soon shte saw each longed-for sweet
In dreamland's paradise.,

On a seat behind the littie maid
A rough man sat apart,

But a soft light o'er bis features played,
And stole into his heart.

As the cars drew up at a busy town
Th'le rougb man left the train,

But scarce bad from the steps jtimped down-
Ere lie %v'as back again.

And a great big bundle of Chîristmas joys
Bulged out front bis pocket wvide;

He filled the stocking with sweets, and toys
He laid by the dreamer's side.

At davvn the little one woke with a shout,
*Twas sweet ta hear hier glee;

"I knowed that Santa would find me out;
He caugbt the train, you see."

Though somte from smiling may -scarce refrain,
The child was surely right,-

The good Saint Nîcholas caught the train,
And came aboard that night.

For the saint is fond of the niasquerade
And mnay fool the old and wise,

And so hie came to the little maid
In an emigrant's disguise.

And hie dresses in many ways, because
He wishes no one to know bum,

For hie neyer says, '! 1 ami Santa Clatus,"
But bis good deeds always show him.

Henry C. W,1alsh.

How CHRISTMAS BEGAN.

I. The beginning of Chîristmas day is away back in the
fourtb century. It wvas Pope julius who first tbougbt of
baving a holiday on Christ's birthday. He asked St. Cyril
to find out tise real date of Cbrist's birth. And the resuit
.%vas thi December 25 wvas fixed upon.

2. The season whicb we now celebrate was in the early:
tume a lîeatben festival. It was many long years before it
became a Chîristian holiday. It was Pope Gregory the
Great wlîo said, "The beathen festivals must gradually be
changed into -Christian ones,'and the Christian festivals
iiitst inîitate those of the time before Christ."

3. And tbis is just wliat lias taken place. In Italy the old
Satuirnalia aîîd Crumalia of the Romans have been turned'
into a celebration oif Christ's birtb. And in Germany, the
old "Jul " (Yule) festival was the beginning of our
Christmas.

4. The word Christmas means ' Christ's mass," wbicb
ivas the way in whicb the holiday "'as first celebrated. The


