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A National Debt
A_. H. D. ]RAM.

"If ye break faith with us who dlie,
We shall fot sleep, though poppies blow,

In Flanders Fieldz."
-L.-CoL. John McRae.)

A noble comment from a noble son of the Empire, urg-
ing us to, a full appreciation of our citlzensip, ou? respofi-
sibilities, our tremendous debt to those who have, to those
who are now doing s0, and to those wlio for the next ftftY
years will pay the supreme price of Empire building. That
challenge cornes direct fromn the battlefleld of Flanders,
froim thie lips of one whose poetical inspiration, 11f e, and
death, were consistently Imperial and ennobling. It cornes
to us as a waft from the 'Melting Pot" of nations now
being moulded into a new code of international ethics,
and it binda and points us to an irrefutable truth, ths.t
each nation that claimis for its present condition of bel-
ligerency the fundainental principles of the human race,
owes an incomprehensible debt of gratitude to those who
have sacrlficed the one thing niost dear to all, the. 1f, theY
offered in humanlity's interests, and for the. welfare of
generations yet unborn. llow can w. repay thi. debt?

As the purpose of this article is to direct and arouse
public attention to one phase of the many answers to th5.t
complex question, we intend to confine our remarks to
thLu4 one In particular, whlle not forgettlng the other and
more material phiases, for our subjeet, if lese material, Is
of incalculably more importance from a fundamental
etandpoint to the nation, it forme the basis on which the
Laws of Nations have been founded from time immemor-
il, it je sentiment - national sentiment - thnt wbich
launches us into war, or frames our codes of conditions
of peacè--tbat whlch above ail other things should be con-
sistent, if necessarily more or less complex a.nd inythl-
cal.
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fgency Fund, which justifies its -existence under the three
following "aimes and object":-

The, Primary Objeot-îs to prevent the Ignomlny and
Ingratitude of theiabandonent to a pauper's grave &t
cienth, of any man of whom It can be proved thnt h. had
served his country honournbly, either in the Army, Navy
or Auxiliary Forces.

For the past ton years, within the Province of Quebeo,
it has been made absol utely unnecessary for any friendiest
ex-service man to' reach &, pauper's grave, through the.
existence of thie organization, and by legisiation obtained
and put into execution by this Fund, though the. fact la
not fulty realized by the. general public.

The. Fund receives rio Federal, Provincial, or Civic
grants, andl, has no salaried officiais, nor doos it pay any
gratuities for work accomplished, and its work is unique
throughout the whole of tiie British Empire.

This national obligation, of respectfui interment of our
defenders, the Association seeks to eventually place -
where it rlghtiy belongs-wlth the government.

The Secondary Objet-provides the privilege of inter-
ment in Its burial plots, 0f any honourably discharged
dleceasedI soldier or sallor for whom request may bc made,
-not through pecuniary, but for mllitary and sentimental
reasons-on condition that those applying, contribute to
the funds of the Association and abide by the regulations
governing the burial plots; thus the Fund renders a pubi
lic service of whlch ample evidence 0f appreciation has
nlready been given.

It wlll b. noted in the iast parngraph of the primary
object, that it le deslred to place this national obligation
,where it rightly belongs-with the Government-but it
lias been very truthfully eald by someone, that "Gov-
ernmente and Corporations, have no "soul," and reallzing
the veracity of that remark fromn experlence, it le desired
te reniove the stigma and ingratitude of "charlty" by
plncing the financli responelbility there-where it rlght-
ly belongs-while retaining a mensure 0f executive super-
vision and control.

Citizen, if you are worthy of that appellation, stop for
a few moments and gîve thie matter your consideration
and support consider the Inconsistency of our profession
of gratitude to those of our fellow men who through
lose of 11f e, 11mb, and health have miade the nation wbat

ai others.


