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and there are three daughters between. An im-

portant question as to the future of the eldest son

is the subjeét of unusual interest in the family

council to-day.

This eldest son, a youth of twenty-two, evidently

reproduces, as is common with sons, the mental

charaatristics of bis mother, tbougli resembling bis

father in physique. Instability of charaéter or pur-

Pose is, at present, bis main defeét, but it contains

the promise and potency of many other defeéts amid

favourahle surroundings- His educational oppor-

tunities, wbicli bave been of the liest, have niot been

greatly appreciated. The result is that thougi lie

bas received a kind of passive culture, whicli will no

doulit ding to hlm tlirougli life and express itself

Spoltaneously, yet lie lias obtained little tliat cao lie

called bis own, or over which lie cao exert an

executive command. Be bas the national interest

in out-door sports, especially field sports, and lias a

strong relish for adventure, but littie interest in

anything that promises too regular or painstaking a

line of effort. Bis father had hoped that lie would

enter one of the professions, and when that hope

,vas no longer tenable lie had expeaed that at least

lie miglît follow bis own line of business-tliat of a

draper or dry-gonds mercliant. But Percy Briggs

bas n0ue of bis father'5 business qualities, lie takes

nlo interest in the trade, and flnds the restraint Of

the sbop îrksome.

A school friend of bis, of somewliat sirnilar dis-

Position and tastes, had lately gone ont to the far

western lands of Canada. He had gone to study

rancbing li Alberta, under the tutelage of a city

gentleman of fairly gond famnily but of decayed

fortunes, who had not been able to make a living by

the Pra&ice of law, and who was induced to bliee e

that tbe place for him, was a new country wliere

cOmPetition was ot s0 fierce, and where tlie

struggle for existence was unknown. Percy had

reeived a couple of letters from bis friend

Silice bis location i0 Albierta, and thougli tbey

contained littie relative to ranching, yet tliey gave

910wing accouints of huntig expeditions among the

foot-bills. There were descriptions involviiig great

slaauglter of chicken, partridge, geese, ducks and

ralihits; also some rather vague references to deer

and mlonntain slieep stalking, and a still more vague

acco0unt of an encouniter wlth a grizzly bear of un-

0 sual si-ze. The hear, however, appeared to have

bad the gond fortune to escape witb its life. Tliere

Was mention also of frequent trips to a town called

Calgary, wbere many other young Englishmen froul

the distri6St were to lie met, and wbere mucli fun,

of a, charaéter ot specified, was to lie bad.

Percy was nt long in discovering that ranching

was, beYond aIl question, the occupation for whicb

na1ture bad fitted hilm, and lie bad o doulit what-

ever of making a brilliant success of it. The eider
Briggs discounted very liberally the enthusiasm and

confidence of his son, especially as the son could

give no account of what was implied in ranching,

except that it had something to do with cattie, and

involved riding horses, slaughtering game, and

having fun in Calgary. This naturally appeared to

the father as a rather uncertain basis of prospeity,

so that, while stili dubious what to inake of bis

son, lie steadily declined to entertain the idea of a

ranching career.

Mrs. Briggs, thougli at flrst alarmed at the thouglit

of lier son taking bis departure into sucli a far coun-

try, yet in the end succnmlied to the arguments of

the ardent Percy, and finally in this matter, as in

inany otherS of lesser importance in the past, lie-

camne tlie advocate of her son's cause. 0f course

she interpreted his ranching career in lier own way,

and where tliere were so few fa6ls to lie respeaed,

slie had little difficulty iu making to lier own mind

a very admirable thing of it. Simiilarly the younger

memberS of tlie family, filhing in details according to

tlieir own reading and fancy, joined the optirnistic

Party, and the father soon found himself in a

minority of one in support of the critical or pessi-

niistic Position.

Matters were in this tentative condition when

it was announced tlat, on invitation froîn Sir J. Wal-

tham, a Ileiglibouring baronet, the High Commis-

sioner of Canada would give a lecture on the re-

sources of that colofly in the town hall at an early

date. This was accepted by Percy's parents as a

kind of providential opportunfity to settie the ques-

tion as to a possible colonial career for their son.

The date arrived and with it the Higli Commis-

sioner. Be spoke witli the dignity and solemnity

which becomes a man conscious at once of lis own

greatfless and of the exalted nature of the office

whicb he flis. He disclosed the unparalleled ;e-

sources of the Canadian colony witli a confidence so

calmi and rigliteous that it banislied scepticism. By

plain facts and statistits, furnished fromr sources in

which lie liad every confidence, lie demonstrated tbe

marvellous growtb of the colony, and establisbed

beyond a doulit the remnarkable foresiglit and wis-

domn of those wlio liad governed tbe counitry. He

showed how the judicious and economic expendi-

ture of the public money had provided for the devel-

opinent of the country's natural resources and liad

placed it in tlie patli of prosperity for ahl time.

MNr. Briggs, as lie listened to such encouragîflg

statements, uttered witli an air of sincerity and deep

co0vition~, feit bis scepticism dissolving, and when

the le6ture was finislied lie required only some special

bits of information, -about ranching in Alberta and

its suitability for persoIls like bis son, to, convince

hini that, after ah, tbis new country was the best place


