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TOPICS 0F THIE WEEK*

80XX c08f excise revenue the Minister cf Finance expects te result

lIrow the extension of the operation cf the Scott Act. The consumfPtioli

of boer will ho greatly diminished in Scott Act counties, and the whiskey

'llegallY sold there, will nften oWe its enigin te local stills clandestinelY Set

~~P and Wcrked ~This JOS Sir Leonard Tilleypiroe te ak upb

iIIcreaed OUStoms and excise duties on cigare. Lt camînot be olJIcte ha

'l arrangin these duties for revenue purpOses lie hears in mind the wl

ta're cf Canadian cigar manufacturos. To incidentai advantages cf this

kin'd ne l3ne Objecte ; and if he went ne farthr in the direction cf pro-

toebiOfl when re-adjusting the tariff there would ho nething te ho said by

Way cf censure. But the greater part cf the alteratielîs proposed aVewedlY

4eProtection, net revenue, for their object. The Mqinister cf Finance

laye it dewn as a general rule that persons who start new luanufactures

LAYe a right te ask that their interests should ho guarded by the sîhield cf

erotective duties. The nîanufactumrrs cf pickles and sauce$? cutlery,

'r atintones used ini flash jewellery, asbestos goods, cotton bed.quilts

%nid fluid extracta, are ail te be brought under the patronlage of the State,

'1 Moans cf increaaed. duties. in this waY the list cf pretectedatce

'flcrelas fronu year te year, and unless the present policy be reversed the

thre will cone when it will ho difficult te tind aY manufacture produc3d

XlTder conditions cf free competition. The fariner, however, in spite ci

*1 5oat and fleur duties, cannot ho protect.ed ; ho muet nieet the world' e

e0rnPetition in the markets te which his surplus produce ges9 i

nlard lias begun te try prohibition both in exprt and ed ifplts;an

theugh for ti4e first essye in tlhis direction plausible excu4es are oeed h
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ground hie is treading upon is a dangereusqagre Th foidngo

the exportation of sumaîl -gain(, nay prove an encouragement to the smlug-

gler. Similar laws, on the other side of the international lino, do not curtail

the Supply of prohibited gane hore. Against the produets of foreigu

prison labour our artisans have a right to bc protected ; but on the other

Bide it is isot the less truc that consumers have a right to huy in the

cheapest market. Stili Sir Leonard need not fear that in this' case ho

will corne under al heavy cenure for turning the scale in faveur of free

industry and against tie ensdaved labour of foreign prisons. XVe wish. we

could say that none of the other changes proposed are open to more serions

objections.

TiiE Report on the inauufacturiiig industries of Canada is confessedlly

imperfect. In Ontario and Quebec Il many towns having largo industrial

works hlave not been visited at alllI" by the persou;s charged with tlue

enquiry; and the Ilfactories which were in existence sonie years prier to

1879 but were close'l in 1878," the year of coniparison witlî 18841, "lare

given as new industries." By pursuing this plan, Mr. l3lackel'y greatly

dim;îîîsles the value of any comipariseils hoe niakes. Respectiîg the Dulid'is

Cotton Factory, whicli has apparently madle no progress since 188 1, w o get

little information. The cotton factory of St. Steopheýn swells the list of

niew industries ; but about the disastrous vicissitudJes through which it hins

gono ne information is veuchsafell. Froin the way in wlîich the London-

dlerry iron works are rnentiened, a reader wlîoqe knowledgn was confined to

this Report would ceniclude that they hiad been iii a flourislîing condition

silice 1878. '[bis is uîot impartial reporting, and tîte otie-siidedc statemeonts

greatly (letract frein the value of the Report. The inconipleteness cf the

Report is a loss sorious objection, enough being given te Show then tendency

cf the tariif to stimulatîl donmestic manufactures ; ani that it, lias hiad that

effect ne candid perseil weuld think cf denying. But the fact that a given

number of workinei and a given anotnt cf capital have heen madIe te paso

from one empîcymetnt te anether affords ne proof cf the benofit of the

tranîsitioni te the public at large. If it were proved that the wagps of labeur

in the new vocations were higlier than in the old, and that the gains cf

capital in the new induîstries hait been iiîcrýa4oed, enly half tho story would

have been told. Tojustify the change it is necessary te Show that these

advntaeshave net heen gainodi at the expenseocf the cilsurner ; but

whon importation cf foroign goods is madIe ditlicult by lhigh (luties the

cest te censumers nmust increase, or, %hztt is the slame thing, the normal

diminution cf prices is arrestedl. The produets ef domestic foundries, the

Report tells us, still mnet Il soine littie fereigt coropotition Il ; and that

whilo the hest kin'ls of fur goo(l5 are iua''p lucre, tîmero is, iii the clîcaper

kiwis, Il Home coflip(ititioli fri the poorly paid labour countries cf Europe."

This is a tranislationl cf the Aiiorican coniplaint about the prcducts cf

Il the pauper labour cf leuropeý." It is evident, if thoso statemients 1)0

correct, that in sonio articles the tarif lias carne 1 us te tlue verge cf pro-

hibition. But we are asko'll te lîcliove, anul seunte one in Winnipeg lias heven

found te certify, that a thirty-live per cent. duty hias reduced the price cf

agricultural imipleieits. A thirty-five per cent. duty is thue strangest

deî'ice that ever mertal mnani nvented for reducing tIse price cf the articles

on which it is put ; and wo niust decline te bolie"e that Sir Leenard Tiloy

lias l'y tluis stroke cf policy siicceeded in reviving the age cf miracles.

Siut LzoNARD TILLEY paiî4 perhaps a necessary, certainly a politic,

tribute te popular prejudice wlien lie announcoed his intention cf legiBlating

for tIse protection cf Ilhonest labour"I against tIse labeur cf convicts. Al

labour is alike honest, if the work itself is thoreughily done; aîîd the work

cf the hapless iinniates cf penitentiaries is probably donc more thorouighly

than that cf a good unanv builders and plumbers who are unconvicted and

loose on the conimunity. But the prejudice, seum te bie insuperable, and

it is fatal te prison reforîn. There iB but cne way cf reclaiming or

permanontly inhproving a pri8oner; ycu muet give hini regular work and

allow him te earn a little pay. Lt is necessary net cnly that he should

work but that ho sheuld work with heart ; by setting hinu te carry cannon

balle to and fro or te turning a treadmili cf any kind yon only teaeh hinu


