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Praisewoî.thy direction. lmndeî' sucli circumstances it is well
that the woînen of Canada are showing that public spirit and
s'agacity whichi the nmen hav e hitherto failed to shiow. It
seenîis to mie that the National Counceil is already giving uis
abuntiant reason for jUs existence-for, of course, there -are
'%Ilways sonie wbo prefer to inake nio onxvard mfoveinelit andi
doubt its necessity-and is showing an ainounit 0f vitality
that sliould tell the men that tii' relgui of niastcrly iinactiv-
lty in nmany inatters of soiland intellectual iliprovenient

is seriously tbreatencd.

0f course, wxhen we advocate a free library we are met
bY tbe obîjection that it mneans the taxation of thc people for
the readiîîg of iio\els,, înany of tlîeu nhost injurious to the
111111(, and' leading to a great xvaste of timue wbich ougblt to
be devoted to studjýes, of ma more profitable cliaracter. T aii
quite sure tlîat no one who lookcs at the îiiass of rubbisli
Wvliicli is yearly circulated b)y Eniglisli aîîd Ainerican publislh-
lers aîîdi11( wlucl Canadians are also anxious to coîitrol l)y the
Copyriglit Act, stilI hiung up iii the Colonlial ollice -but miust
feel tlit iliere is iiuci force in the oblje'ction. [t does flot
certaiîiv syniuchl for mnodern culture wvleîî one oif the iiost
Ppuflar novels isý I Dodo, whîchi shows very littie lîterary
skîll andi siinply exposes the intense frivolity and utter heart-
1(licss of ain Englisli womaii of faslion-thank heaven,
foue of the characteristics of anr Eîiglishi iother, whose sons
lave iiîade England great, and wliose, taughtcrs bave elevated
lier \irtue 1E v e 1 Trîlby, whieli is iii ilaiy respects a
book of finie finish, geritle bumlour and exquisitc pattbios a-
book 011 the very borders of genius -bingis up a question of
the. purity of thoughlt ainongr ou'~oeyoung aîîtid old, since

goi into rapturesý over the beroine anti lier lox'ers -a cliarin-
1i1g, dear creation assurcdly, but isot a inodel for tire mnaidens
oIf Canada. We have often heard it said tliat womeni are
Very crtiel aîidJ obdurate whierc the frailty of their sex is
COne.ned, but noxv we niay believe -after tbe approval Of
oTrilby ", tiat woii lit last are charitable at least ou

P1p.lowever, wbîlst nio doubt the mnass tof ligbit litera-
ture i4 \vretched in the extrenie, it is consoling to tlîink tbat
Ve lbave Il M arcella " and '' Tbe M artimaî " f0o prove tliaf
Powerful conceptionis of iluiîan life liave not yet entirely (lis-
4PP(«Ieare since the days wvbenl there were giants indeed iii
the world of letters. If Diekeis and Tluaekerîiy lînîl xvriten
liothino. else than IlDavid Copperfield " and Il The Tale of
Two Cities," IlTle !Newcoines " and Il1eiîry Esiinond,"
theY svoultl still inent the thaîîks of Englishmnen and
their readers tbe world over. As long, thern, as sve biave

the orks of Walter Scott, Dickenis, Thactkeraýy, George
Elit Ward, Olipliant and others oif nlote, to deliglit and in-
Sýtrucf the uvorld, 1 do not fbink we mnay fear tlîe establishi-
ruen't of free libraries. After all a free library is an induce-
lent to nien andi womnen to spen(l tlir tîmie mlore profltably

thanl i8 possible iii places wliere mie dues îlot exist. Lighit
,itrature svearies after a while and thlinind inusf in mnost
assturn to the miore iioain ai-d healthy books that

eVery well-furîiislied library lisJiissile, Welthink
tht,5en the women,,t are ia niany places actually in To-

'ot-evtn their afternoons to card parties, J thîink it is
tilie Ive had, anNational Council to point ouf other mletliods
of refreshing tbe intellect than euchre and poker in tlayliglit.

The Royal Colonial Institute, whliibas donc sucb
e0od service for the Empire silice its founidation iii 1868, lias
Uejued, ir adon atl-eo t1royal octavo, a ladon ctlguof itsl)rary
SVhich cannof fail to be of inuch use to Englfishmen and the
'illierous persons in London whio require information from

t'let tine on colonial questions. It is coînpiled in sucli a
Iflnner as te, show the full titles of the works upon eacb
ecolon1y in the order of publications, together withanl index of
ftUthors aîîd contents, wlîiclî mnakes if historical as well as il-
histratîve in its character. Tbe book is divided iîsto sections

115svich tlîe literature of cvery colony is sO arranged that
the works upon any special subject connected with its history,

e0vernîment trade and devclopmrent, may be followed from
fo-undation to the present time. For instance, if we wîsh

t fo inatnLioîi upon a particular subject, we need onîy refer
ttho beadings on Colonial Botany and Flora, Imperial Fed-

,eratio 5, Emigration, Transactions of Societies, West Inîdics,
VOyages and Circurnnravigation, and so on. In order further

ihrease the utilitv of the catalogue for purposes of re-

ferec a the contents -of all the chief collections of voyages,8e MHakluyt, Purcbas, and articles fromn encyclopacdias,
PeriOdicals, and proceedings of learned societies, are placed
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under the colonies to whichi tlîey refer. Canadiani autbors
are fairly well represented is tlîis well stocked library.
Iii the flfty large octavo pages tlîe tîtles of their works take
up, wc sec the naines tof Roibert Bell, J. G. Boutiiiot, G.
Bryce, Aeneas Dawson, G. W. Dawsoni, Sir J. W. Dawson,
G. T. Dcîiison, S. Flemning, N. F. 1)aviîî, S. E. D)awson, E.
Gilpin, G. M. Grant, T. C. Ilalihurton ("l Saîn Slick, "), A.
Hlarvey, Sir F. Hincks, J. Howe, ,J. Jlannay, J. M. Leîîoine,
Lady Macdonald, J. Mdacouîî, A. Morr'is, G. Pîarker, G.
Patterson, D. B. Read, C. G. D. Rtoberts, H{. Scadding, J.
Scbultz, G. Stewart, Sir D. Wilson, and a fcw others who bave
coîitrilîuteti paniphlets and works of less nlote. Canadiaii
aut Ibis and otliers would dIo good service lîy sending copies,
of botoks to a lîirary wliiclî is miost useful to aIl the ctolonîial
tlependoiîcîes, arnd the stutlents Of tlieir liistory and resources.
1TI . B3oosé, flic libîariani, wvlo lias comipiled tIÀs catalogue
xvîtb so iiucb industry and intelligý,ence, is ani earniest student
of colonial qusinalways ready to assîst fliose, wbo re-
tîuire to înake researclies iii tliis library.

The previous paragrapli recalîs tlîe fact tliat the Royal
Society of Caniata is alsO doiîîg u.,eful woîrk ii tlhe sailne direc-
tion. lIi tbe twvelftlî voltnîe Oif tbe Transactions,, xvbicli will
soonl be ready for dlistibutin -ail an uusually large( voluîiîe of
ncarly eiglit îuînlred q1uarto pages, witli iiaîy illuistrationis
-tîere svill appear a iblii(graplly of ftie ieîiihers of the.

society. Thîis comîpilation will lie exceptionally valualble
silice it uvill c(iX (r thie scieîititic aîid litei'ary work of ien
like Sir *J. W. Dawsoni, Alîlîé Casgrain, Ev an 1\IcColl, Abbé
Gosselin, W. Kirby, Mgr. Tanguay, Abbié Verreau, H.. Hale,
Rev. M\oses Harvey, Rus. G. Pattersoîî, D)r. Kino,,.sftd S.
Flemng, Mgr. llaîicl, Abbé Latlaiîîie, Dr. -Sclwyîs, Rev.
Dr. Williaînsoîi, Dr. G. Lassnî, aîid soiic othiers who have
been eaî'ncsf sorkers iîî the wvorld of science and literature,
foi ftie past foî'ty years. In addition to the, bibliography of
these older xvorkers, there aie soîne seveluty and miore, miames
of the younger liteîary and scieîitific îneîî oif Caniada. Prac-
tically tlîe collecfioni coet>.s the îîîost imlportanit scientifie andt
literary svork that bias been donc, in Canatla for tflic most,
active period, so far', of its intellettual develuîpiu't. As
the work iîîcludcs aIl imuportanit ar'ticles tîtat biave beenl
wvriftcn liv Canadiain autliois in pemiodicals, as svell as pain-
plîlets anti books, it svill be seen that it is a înost inmportant
contr'ibutionî f0 bibliogî'aphical litciature, anti invalual)le as a
wt)ik of referetîce.

Accordiîîg as tlic volumes of Mr. Laî'ned's IlHistory
foi' Rcady Refereîice ansd Topical Readin g" bave appeared,
thie wvîite' lias expresse(] lus opinlion in TuF WEEK of ifs
usefulness ; aîid though he is coirîpelled to flîud fault with
soniîe omssions iii tlîe fouîtl svolumne now befoî'e hini lie must
niot bic undcrstood as iii any seiu.se depî'eciatiîîg the general
îîîerit of a comnpilationi, wortlîy of a pîlace iii eveî'y well
equipped libî'ary aloîsgside af Winsor's "Narrîative and Cm'iti-
cal llistory of Atinerica." Lt svould seem, lîowever, fhiaf eveni
Mr. Laî'ned, svlo lias exceptional facilities as chief librariau
of a large public liliîai'y iî Buffalo to gain easy acccss to Can-
adiaîi sources of informîîation, lias falleîî into flic not n-
ctîîîîîon habit of sonie Atiierican aîîd Eîiglish svriters of uîi-
der'îafing the imiportance of full and accurafe inf oî'nation on
Canadtiaxi matters. For instance, if we tuîra to Prince Ed-
svard Island we flnd that thiere ar'e exact ly tenl Unes devoted
to anr cxtract fri'on an Eîîglislî author, Professor Munî'o, xvhuo
scussoî'ed a constitutionial Iiistory of Cansada witli very littie
intelligence. Yef Rhode Island, wlîich may be conupareti,
in îîîaîy respects, to this prosperous litfle Camuadiais pro.
vince, receives fiffeen pages of notice-vcry properly so -
bîut if is r10 comnpensation for' the alînost entire igînî'ing of
a Canadian island of which. we would like soîne late and
definite information fîrom fthc most recent svnitem's. Wliy so
litfle'space shuould lie given f0 this Canladian Pr'ovince, aîîd
a page and a thuî'd f0 Norumbega-an enfirely aîufiquariaîî
subjeet-if is difflcult to say, unless, indced, fthc scissors and
the books on that subjecf were lîandy af thaf moment.
Even Norunîbega would have more interest had the comn-
piler given us a mnentioni of tlîe fact fliat there is still on the
easfeî'u Atlantic coast of Cape Bretonî anl obvious survival of
thue mysterious past of Auîeî'ica in flic names of Lorambec
or Norambec, which, for centuries, were given f0, two inlets
or harbours near the famnous port of Louisbourg, fhough now
they have been corrupted to Loran, intended for Lor'raiune,
froîî an ignorant belief that they are relics of the French
dominion. Under the head of Acadia, however, we find a

Ar'an, :-)t1i, I S9.1


