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ANCIENT CHINî1A, riied his bealth, and founld himself in tacle of aIl in our svstem. or perbaps even
-as desperaie straits as was the prodigal of in any other system.n giant ringedan

We dislike to appear captious, yet there the gospel. Then, like another Augus- belted Saturn. 'Vîewed tbrougb a power-
is~~~~~~~~~ oetigdfcutfrutunead.tine,.lbe gave up bis wicked life, turned fui lens even fromi our distance of a

Scarcely a dispatchi cornes from China to God and resOlved to serve him with thouisand million miles, the noble planet
that does not give news of the Protestant bis whole beart and soul for the rest of presents a spectacle of surpassing wonderi
missions and missioniaries, while seldoni his life. and hie did. He hecamne a Fran- and grandeur; but now, arrived within
a line appears with regard to the fate of c1scail friar. entering their convent in tbe close purview of bis glorv, the over-1
the hundredli of Catbolic priesta and nuns citv of Manila, and bv ' word and example whelming and majestic sublimitv of the
at work in that country. .There are hie encouraged al he came in contact wondrous scene nst transfix the startled
about seven times more Catholics in China with to be true followers of jesus Christ. beholder with the profoundest awe and
than there are Protestants, and, while After an absence of several vears, hie amazement.
few Americans are laboring in the Chinese left Cavitél to visit Mexico to see bis par- Hangingz there suspended in space, the
feld, the Assocîated Press ought to kiw ents. but the sailint' vessel had to stop at Lyreat globe, encircled by a series of
that Catholics are iuitere-ted in one the japanese port of Urando for repairs. gitrantic sbining rings, the outer more
another the world over. W7hatever news The arrivaI of himsqelf and bis fellow than half-a-million miles in circumferenice
Axnerican Catholics now receive cornes friars was initerpreted as an attempt of and twenty thousand mniles -wvide; and
chiefiy tbrough French and German the missionaries to prepare Japan for attended by a number of brilliant satel-
sources, future subjugation by Spain. It served lites of enormous proportions, the great

The greatest statesmen of Europe. even the Emperor Taicosarna witb a pretext belted sphere, witb its aureola of glory,
those wbo have long forgotten the Bibles for ordering the execution of the Fran- rivaIs almost a sun in lustrons splendour
they read in earlyvyouth, are to-day ciscau friprs at Ozaca and Meaco. The andimagnificence. And if we alghtupon
seriously wondering if the world does not tips of the ears of the missionaries were the darker side of the planet. bis night
stand upon the brink of that Armageddon cnt Off and thes were started on their must be alinost as day. for (except at the
long ago predicted by St. John. Dis- jOurney, lastine' a montb. to the place of equator') the migbtv rings. believed to be
patches of the mornine' show that China execution. Wben they reached the hilI formed of diminutive satellites, as the
has 1,ooo,ooo men under arms and shortly where tbey were to die and saw the sand of the sea-shore for multitude,

may ave40,00,00 mre.On ne idetwentv-six crosses prerared for them, ligbted up by the bidden sun, will, ex-
France. Russia and Germany stand allied ; and the executioners with their spears and cept in the cone of the sbadow. apnear
on the other, England. the United States iron bands, and the crowds of japanese as prodigious illuniinated arcs of dazzling
and japan. Russia, it now becomes ap- waiting for the execution, the martyrs lie'bt extending from horizon to, horizon
parent, is a seetbing volcano ready to astonisbed the pai-ans by a tremendous upwards towards the zenith.
burst upon China at a momenit's notice shout of jov. Pbilip could be beard But the brief limit-, of tbis article forbid
-even perbars without notice. All told, above the rest. as lie stretcbed out bis furtber reference to the planetary wolu-
she bas a trained army Of 400,000 men band toward the cross on which lie was ders: perhaps anme other opportunitv
cow miarching down toward the border. to die, and cried. "Hail. precious cross, mav occur. Suffice it to say that, wben
It is a moment of peril. No man ca, on which the Redeemer of the world dicd the final Great As.gize is over, aud the
foresee the result sbould the Powers faîl for me; O blessed seafaring, O fortunate Eternal Judge bas allotted to tbose wbo
to war among themnselves. It migbt give vessel, wbose sbipwreck bas been for me bave lovedl and served Himn varied posi-
China an opportunity of vomiting haîf the cause of sucb great gain!" tions in the realmns of glory, then will
bier 49,000,000 people across the face of One of the iron banda with which these beautified ones, in the company of
Europe. Philip was fastened to bis cross became their guardian angel who bas been at,

The suggestion that China may overrun displaced, caugbt bim about the neck, their side tbrouehout their life, be able
Europe may not prove so ridiculous as at and lie Mas sîowîy strangling. murmur- for tbemselx'es to explore aIl these glories.
£rst sigbt it seems. It was by prettv 1me, aIl the whiie. as weil as bie could. and to Viait all these strange and startln
inuch similar hordes Pagan Rome M'as "jesus. esus;" one of the executionlers wonders.ln
,Ovcrrun and crusheu lun the fourth and put an end to bis sunerinefs by driving a
fiftb centuries. Promn the beginning of spear tbrough bis hodv. tbus.iiing him A BOY AND A FILE.
the Christian Era, Russa, China and the martyr's crown ahead of bis twcnty-
neighboriug lands, bave been centres of five companions. If a boy bas any "mechanical facultv"

soi, pouring fierce peoples upon the ~ if it cornes to him to use tools. ]et bim be
Wes, ttrl wpig ot tsbostd ivi AN AETIIER VOYAGE. thankful. Such a gift of nature-'"gump-

lization. The like max' bappen again. 5V AN EINGLISH BANKER. be cuit ivatoe. it willedeervspsessor
God still directs the destinies of empires, Writer for the Review. b utvtd twl ev t osso
kingdoms and repuhics. One bundred nauy a zcod turn. thongli it may neyer
years hence Europe nav again be buried If it were possible to cast off for a timne serve bim quite as well as it served a man
in the iight of another Park Age. Again the trammiels of of our bodily frame, and Plainteler.iHetovene a ldorefoanid
it mnay be the province of the Churcb to to roamn in space freelv and rapidlv as slfinDelrHond a Il- tkrhim
Christianize aud civîlize by peaceful can now our spirit-entitv-our mmnd- sl nareal asriking mannier.
meaus a multitude of b.rharic hordes as what a succession of marvellous specta- ,''Wben I was 14 vears old," lhe sax's,

longagoshedidtheGot, te Hnsthe cles sbould 'le beboid, even if M'e con- "it became nlecesaarv for mie to go out inLongbagodshenditeVlsdecantfie StheGotb, the Huens, owthe world an<l earn nmv share in the fami-
know His purpose. One thing-, bowever, limita of our ou-n solar svstem. lve- ne.1loedaotwt ml

we d knw, nd tat s tat aparntl Firt w %vi isuccess for a week, or two, aud then 1 sawwed kosu ht statapaetv is w old transport ourselves to acr agn nasoewno,'owe bave corne squarelv uip against a criti- that lifeless world. îvhich, dlead itsîf. a card hngu iasor-wnow 'o
cal period ini the istorv of tbe world.I and void of vital spark, or aux' vestige of "Ianted (onivhihise hThose who ponder much on the rast and that mvysterious principle--Life-is vet ple onm ar rse hfutur, todav ust eel rofondly nter inot be'utiiil n deahfront, uofasmngfjacket.m andet wand kelkelinn

futue. o-dy m at eelproounlv nte- m at eauifu in deah, air supasing " 'Do vou want a boy?' I asked of theested in the present. Iu some way we fair, even as thouglb she w'ere in the vir- cîerk.feel that it is the beginning of a uew gin prime of bier youth. aud reveiling in 'Back office,' be said.
-ra the living essence. But as we approacb Iwlehakt h itednwt

nearer and nearer to our lovely satellite, " akdbct h itednwt
ST. PIIILIP 0F JESUS. 1M-e find that tbougb now- cold and still, high partition around it, sud pusbing

(Sacred Heart Revew.) ! Jtou n, vn.,.+_ ,.__open a door. wbicb I noticed was slie'btly

A correspondent of the New York Saen
pointed out, the other dav, the little
known and vet significant fact that the
first martyr who shed bis blood for Christ
in japan was one of the much vilified
Filipino friars, and also a native of North
America. A church in bis bonor was
opened in Mexico on Feb. 5, 1897, the
third centenarv of his martyrdom. Al
the secular priests of the United States,
on Feb. 5. say, the Mass and the divine
office of St. Philip of Jesus, as hie is
called. We give below a short sketch of
his life. on the baptismal font in the
cathedral of the city of Mexico is the fol-
lowing inscription:- "In this font was
baptized the glorious japanese martyr, St.
Philip of jesus, a native of this city of
Mexico, and its patron." The comment
of the Sun's correspondent on the martyr-
dom of this friar is worth remexberng-
'About a quarter of a century before the

'Mayflower' sailed, and about two cen-
turies before the colonies tbrew off the
British yoke, the New World gave the
Old a Christian martyr."

Felipe las Casas was boru in 1572. His
early life was not edifying. Many were
the tears and prayers of bis mother for
his conversion. Hoping that hie would
do better if hie vere renîoved -froni bis
evii companions, bis father sent hini to
Manila, where hie had large commercial
interests, but bis life in the Philippines
was no better than it had been in Mexico.
He squandered bis fortune, almost

u'as staring at mie. ation it becornes evident that no
'Any parents?' lie ask-ed. Catboîic can hold offce in anv of
'Mother.' I an swered.
Have bier cornie %ith you ut tî,%o1 the condernned societies. They

o'clock,' lie said, and turned back to bis catnnot attend their meetings nor as-
writing. sist at their deg-ree work. Contin-

IlAt 2.5 Iw-as a partuer in the bouse, tiance to do so stamips them as
aud at 35 I bad a haîf interest. I always apostates, and debars thern from alattributed the foundation of mx' good cdaim to practical Catholicity.
fortune to the onily recommendation 1
then had in my possession-the file." Futeiprxetthm fo r-

maining or becoming members of
SOME SECPET SOCIETIES. such Catholic societies as the

xvhich demand practical CatbolicityIn casual conversation a short
time since, the fact xvas learned that
there is a considerabie number of
Catbolic men w-ho still retain mem-
bership in the Knights of Pythias.

This is not as it should be.
Pythianism is as much under the
ban of the Church as is Masonry.
No Catbolic cao under any circum-
stances whatever, hold office in this
society, nor can he in aoy way take
an active part in its affairs, ritual or
or executive work. Catholics who
do hold such office, and xvbo ioterest
thernselves in Pxthianism, cease by
that fact to be Catbolics. There is
no priest, confessor or Bishop wbo
can permit such mernbership, and
wboever alleges permission received

for such active membership asserts
an evident falsebood. Truc in the
years long since passed, the Church
Iooked upon this society with indif-
ference and Catbolics wxere permitted'
to become niembers of it. Reports
as to the dangerous nature of the
society were sent se, frequently to
Rorne that in the vear 1895 it was
decided to place the society under
the same ban as Masonry.

The prohibition of rnembership in
the societies of the Knights 'of
Pythias, the Odd Fellows and the
Sons of Temperance w'as absoltîte.
Cathoiics were forbidden to join
them under pain of excommunication
and such as w-ere already members

connection xvitb tbem under painof
being refused participation i h
sacraments of the Cburch.

There was positix'elv no exception
made in behaîf of any person or bo-
caiity.

The unix'ersality of the prohibition
xvas represented to Rome as rigor-
ous in the extreme, owing to the,
fact that mnany Cathol ic men xvho
had acquired membership in these

-'"IL1OU arWIilUta e t une urne aa.- a i anII--pdin --.,- u--i: u-s-ui
in bier bistorv as was the scene of aa.cpi ad tpe n and had alreadv in virtue of monievs
migbty sud fierv perturbations. On a]l "Tt was a cbillv day in November, sud adacur 'rihtofan .]sieggatcvlcnccatrboros efore I spbke to the Diroprietor,M'ho w-aspadacurdaihtofnaiaaidsgasntin vlcicrantes enormous- bending over s desk, I turned to close aid in sickness or in the event of
tis urpssing in ized e ent a uy upoent the door. Tt squeaked orribly as i death. It was represented that to
thoeis us eatb eheveet beon r et pushed it shut, snd then I found that it deprix'e such men of these acquired
globaefmuat the nivebng o n ratlwould't latcb. It had sbrunk 50 that rigbts w'ould be inflicting upon tbemnfurucefurousy vmitug ort inaIlthe socket whicb should have caugbt thedirections flaming cataracta of fire, Mas-îtcwaatrfetoih.IMsaby too great a floancial loss. In viewv
sive incandescent rocks, udtoretsofofsoe ecaialeniussuI sn otie fsc ersnain Rm e
seethinig moten lava. But noIx' ail is fsm ehnclgnuad1ntcdo.fsc ersnainRm e
cold sud drear; the atmnospbere w'ich what the trouble was immediateiy. cided to make an exception to the

uast then bave surrouuded it, sdte "Wbere did you learu to close doors?' universal laxv and to ailoxv tbem
waerwhc dublesalo xitd alsaid the rxan at the desk. througb their continuance of mem-

awcpt SMay into space, leaviug but the 1~ turned round quickly. bersbip to retain a purely financial
lifles aeleonof ded orl. ' At home, ir.' membership in the societies in ques-

And uow, leaviug tbis cbeerless, thougb "Weil, wbat do you M'et?' tion
from afar sWeet sd lovely orb, as we 1' cam e t o, see a out the boy wanted,' The mi sontu.cc r e

speed tbrougb the tther we descry a con- I answered. Tepriso hsacre
sîderable number of diminutive planets, "h'si h in ihagut gave to long standing mnembers thesoins Only a few yards in diameter wbile He !'eemed the gruf, but showhiigttocntne nths s ete
others in the sanie orbit, as Pallsa, the H emdrte rfbtsmh hsrgtt otnei hs oite
largeat of these mninor planets, is in vol- crapspeh didn't discourage me.'Stfrtebnitthtwud cue

dlown,' lie added, 'T'mn busv.1lume more than tM'o thousand tîmes lesa from sucb membersbip, but contîn-
than that of our Esrtb. But aIl thes 'I looked at the door.î ued the tîniversai prohibition as to
littîeshsining orba-remnants of a great "' If you don'It mmnd,' said I, 'sud if a activ'e nembership.
pianet M'idh by sorte Imeans or other, littie noise won't disturb you, T'il fix
sud for some great reason or other, was that door while I'm Maitiug.' The permission in question could
shattered into fragments-are revolving " 'Eh?' ble said quickly. ' Ail right. nt bî eir ped astosbad obtained
on their own axis, sud at the saine time Go shead.' hogteipaorad band
are travelling at prodigious speed round " I ha<l been sharpeuing my skates that the right to make use of it. hbisthe parent suni; so that, as M'e traverse moruîug, sud the short file 'I uaed was right must be applied for and ob-their orbit, w'e ses il' ail directions brul- till in My pocket. Iu a fewv minutes 1 tained from the Apostolic Delegateliant littîeshsiuiug globes careering rounid bad filed down the brass socket so that at WVashington. Catholics w'hoat a rate tw'enty tiies quicker than that the latcb fitted nicely. I closed the door1of a cantion-bali. tw'o or tbree times to ses that it M'as right. hav'e joined these societies since the

Leaviug tbis glittering cluster, we uow' Wheu I put My file back in My pocketi decree in question cannot obtain
arrive usar that moat maguificent spec- sud turned round, the man at the dlesk1 such privilege. With our explan-

It is to be hoped tnat maoy of
those tow-hom this advice is ad-
dressed xviii at once sever their con-
nection with the societies in ques-
tion, and be, in fact, wbat they are
in profession-practical Cathoiics.
-Providence Visitor.

MEDALS OR BOOKS.

Rev. Dr. McSweeny of St.
Mary's, Md., bas started a crusade
against the awvarding of medals at
sehool commencements.

The poor literary, quality and the
high prices of most of the books pro.
duced by Catholic publishers from
ten to tw-enty' five years ago for the
school premium trade, induced many
of our institutions of late years to
give to students deserving of dis-
tinction certificates, wreaths, cash
prizes and medals instead of them.

As consequences of this change,
many fewer bnoks have been sold
xvitbin the past decade of years and
medals, etc., bave become so corn-
mon as to have lost their value in
esteem.

Moreover Catholic literature bas
been deprix-ed of an enormous circu-
lation and the rnoney spent for other
premiums bas been practically
w-asted. Noxv, good editions of
fine volumes can be bad at fair
prices and they sbould once more be
the guerdon of diligence in study.

In books there is an infinite varie-
ty, an imperishable value, a perpet-
ual irnterest, a force for good mak-
ing an ever-wideniîîg circle of
influence. What is a goId medal
costing $jo to a library of fifty well
selected volumes? Dross, dead
nietal, a useiess bauble that always
finds its w'ay to the dusty trinket
box. Wha t is it in worth, in power,
in stimulating and ennobling im-
pressions, to the higb tbought and
deathless beauty of the works of
master-minds of Catholic literature ?
Nothing-a gewgaw exciting only
vanity.

Down witb tbe dead medal ! Up
with tbe living book !'--Cathoiic
Columbian.

ARCJIIEPISCOPAL VISITATION.

Last Monday His Grace the Arcb-
bisbop of St. Boniface left for West-
boumne and Sandy Bay, Lake Mani-
toba. Vesterday he was at Our
Lady of Suffrage, Sandy Bay.To

day be leaves for Ebb and Flow,
Lake Manitoba. On the 3oth inst.
be xviii start for the Dauphin
country. Sept. i he visits Makin-
ak and Laurier ; Sept. 2, Ste. Rose
du Lac. Sept. 6 he starts for Win-
nipegosis ; Sept. 8 be wiil visit Our
Lady of the Sex'en Dolors, Pins
Creek, Lake Winnipegosis. Sept.
9, return to St. Boniface. Sept. 15
he w-ill start for St. Laurent, Lake
Manitoba, and visit, Sept. 17, le
des Chenes and Pointe aux Liex'res,
and, Sept. 18, Our Lady of Folgoet,
Dog Creek.
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