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AN HISTORICAL INCIDENT.

THE QUFEN DISAPPROVES 0F A DAY 0F HUMILIATION.

One of the reasons for dismissing his îMinisters, assigned by

Lieutenant-Governor Letellier, in bis letter to Lord Dufferin, Which hie

dîd flot, how'ever, mention in communication to M. de Boucherville, wvas

that the proclamation fixifg the day of Thanksgivïng Nvas issued with

his signature affixed, w'hich hie stateS hie had flot sanctioned.

The particulars of an allusion to a difference of the Ouceni with

the Premier, Lord Aberdeen, in reference to a day of Humiliation, on1

the occasion of England declaring war against Russia, while îiot exactly

a parallel, \Vill, just now, x-'heni any point w'hich can be construed into

an hi-storical precedient, is eagerly seized upon, be read %vith interest.

We quote it not simply for its reference to the Queeni's views upofi

the particular subject, which are xell worthy of being known, but also

for the appropriateness to the present time iii the nearness which

appears to shadow our path, to the dark days of twcnty-four years ago,

when humiliation and mourning were spread like a pall over England,

a repetition of which, we earnestly hope, ivill be averted, %vhatever the

issue of the impending crisis may be.

The debate in both Houses (3 ist March, 1 854> on the Address iii

arlswer to Her Majesty's Message, annouflcifg the opening of %var %vith

Rlussia, was worthy of so great and solemn an occasion. Before the

debate began in the House of Lords, Lord Aberdeen stated, in reply

to a question of the Earl of Roden, that it wvas proposed to set apart a

Day of Humiliation and Prayer for the success of our armies by sea

and land. This led to the followving letter (ist April> to Lord Aber-

deen, from the Queen:

IIThe Queen rejoices to see the debate was so favorable in the

House of Lords, and that it was concluded in the House of Comnions.

IlShe is rather startled at seeing, Lord Aberdeen's aniswer to Lord

Roden, upon the subject of a Day of Humiliation, as lie lias neyer

mnentioned the subject to hier, and it is one upoIl which site feels

strongly. The only thing the Quecn ever heard about it ivas froiiî the

]Duke of Newcastle, îvho suggested the possibilitv of anl appropriate

Prayer being introduced into the. L iturgy, i which the Ouecn (1uite

agreed ; but hie was strongly against a Day of Humiliationi, in whicli

the Queen also entirely agreed, as she tinks we have recourse to tleni

fair too often, and they thereby Io-se aIl cffect. The 0Que'fi. therefior,

hopes that this will be reconsidered carcfully, and a prayer substitutcd

for the Day of Humiliationi.

" Were the services selcctcd for these days of a différenit kind froîîî

What they are, the Qucen would féel less strongly about it; but tlîey

always select chapters, fromn the Old Testamecnt al( 1 sallins, whii arc

s0 totally inapplicable that ail the cffcct sucli occasîiols ouglit to have

is entirely done away with. Mý,oreo\Ter, to s<as Wc 1 irobably should>

that the great sinfulness of the nation lias brouglit about tis Nvar, wheni

it is the selfishness and ambition anwatofloctyf(Iimaan

his servants whicb have donc it,- whlile our- conict thogiu isbccn

actuated by unselfishness and hionesty, would bc too nîianîfcstly, rcîul-

sive to the feelings of every one, and would be a mecre bit of hypocrisy.

Let there be a Frayer expressive of our great tlîankfulness for the

immense benefits we have enjoyed ' and for the immense prospcrity of

the country, and entireating God's biell) and p)rotection in the cornuing

struggle. In this the Qucen Nvould joir ieart and souil. If there is to

be a daye set apart, let it bc for prayer in tliis C1.

The tenor of precedients w-as adduced iii ansiier to tlic renlioli-

strances of ler Majesty, against the naine to bc givcli t'> tlic (ay 0f

national prayer ; and a feîv days later shc recur-> to the tub.icct ini wýrit-

illg to Lord Aberdeen :- AÎ.R, 854.

"lThe Queen biad meant to speak to Lordc Aberdeeni yester-day

about this day of ' Prayer and Supplicationi,' a,; shte particularly wishcs

it should'be called, and not ' Fast and 1 -Iluiniliatiofi, as after a calamnity.

Surely it sbould not be a day, of mourillng. 'l'le Quceel spoke very

strongly about it to the ArcllbishoP. and urged great care in the selec-

tion of the service. \Vould Lord Aberdeeni inculcate the Oueecn'ýs

wishes into the Archbishop's mi, tlîat there be no Jewishi imlpreca-

tions against our enemies, etc., but ail carIlCst expressioni of thankful-

fless to the Almigrhty for the immense blessings we have enoeas

Well as of entreaty for protectioni Of our forces.yln adsa and to

Ourselves in the coming struggle? If Lord Aberdeeni will look at the

service to be used at sea, h e will find a beautiful prayer, 1To bc used

before a fight at sea,' wvhich the Quceen thinks (as well as other portions

Of that fine service) would be very applicable to the occasion, as there is

n0 mention of the sea."

The wish here 50 strongly expressed as to the character of the

services to be used on the Day of Solemfl Fast, Humiliation and

Frayer, was carried out. Like the beautiftll proyer referred to by the

Q ueen, they were conceived in the spirit of devout humility, which,

'While believing its quarrel to be just, places the issue of the struggle in

His- hands, who 1 sitteth in the. thi one judging right,' with the prayer

that He will take the cause of the supplicafits into fis own hand, and

judgre bet\\ven them and their enemies! In this way they met the

feelings of the nation, by whom the day (6th April) ivas observed, not

iii forîn mecy, but w-ith the seriousness bcfitting a nation on the eve

of a confiict, ini which nioientous issues were at stake, and by wliich

the liappiiiess of many homes w~as certain to be darkcied.-Life (f

t/le Princc consort.

AN IMPORTANT QUESTION.

1.pon wbat p)rlicilel are we to exîîlain the inidisp)os.itioni of the legislature

to make a thorougbi investigation into the causes which are at work disturbing
the trade of the couintry ? Is it from ignorance of commercial lirincililes, or is

it on party-grounds mierelv, that we rnust look for the reason, for treating so

cavalierly. the overwhelming commercial deliression which pervades, it is said,
ever part of the commnunity excep)ting Il Ottawva"? If it really be the op)inion
of tlie Il poNvers that l" that the causes of tlîe calamitv are'I beyond the capacity
of Parliament to reinied)y," then so mnuch thec worse for the composition of that
august body, as it must be below the standard the people bargained for. 'hie
jiolicy of coveriiig up the facts or ignoring tlic extent of the distress is very

questionable indeed; far from satisfactory, and not what should be expected at
the bands of men chosen to legislate not for a îîarty, but for the whole country.
'Ihe Governîent must lie aware that the p)ublic do not charge them in particular
with the widespread ruin, but it is natural to look to, those in power for at least

ami explanation of those causes îvhich still embarrass industry, bclieving it is

their IIace to define the "lsituation," if flot to apply a remedy. But they look
in vain for any earnest effort to discover the root of the matter.

If the Govemrment therefore fail to satisfy the public expectation what

shaîl we say of the Op)position? Wbat have they done to earn that confidence
which the p)arty in power have forfeited ? 'Fhey are neyer fouind wanting in

eloquent denuinciations of IlSteel Rail" and other mnir jobs, but when a ques-
tion of implortanice is submitted to their consideration they too fail the country
iii the finie of mîeed. May ive enquire of those gentlemen who are ambitiotis to
assume the resp)onsilbîhties of 1)wr what are your views of this absorbing
topie? We cannot caîl to memory when either side of the House clearly stated
tile simp)le facts which go to prove an adverse balance of trade. Is it not there-
fore a little p)rematutre to uinfurl your high tariff flags, youir retaliatory lianners
lief<ire even venturing an exlIanation of the real difficulty to be overcome. You
woulJd case our liurdens, would you, by additiomîal taxation ? D)o you flot
imiitate tlicecxaile of flic phIysiciani wlîo hastily p)rescribes bcfore making a

tliorougli diagnosis of tlic disease ? I t is but fair we' think. you should tell uis
what is Nvrong before apl)ying your remiedies, and, that you have not yet

assaVcd to do. Il>case inforin us distinctly of wvlat you would accomplisli. Say
wvly the tra(lc of the country rumis iii the u'onied.erooves ? Is it froni custom or

fromn luglîlatiomi ? Is it thc work of nature or (if art, tlîat we are so uncere-

nioniouislî himrrîed alolig tlie lîîgh road tii national liankruptcy ? W'hy is it that

this country is comîstantly engagcd iii exlîortiing its cap)ital? Can it îlot find

miore I)rofital>le eiplo>,nîcnit? Define the nature of the adverse balance of

trade ? TFell uis aIl that can be known on the subject; but refrain froni repeat-
ing what the Go%-ernniietit are constantly infornîing uls of Il tlîat other nations are

iii as bad a fix as %ve arc." I t was very poor consolation to the unfortumiate

mail who got bis legs janiîîciid off by a railway accident, to be iniformed tlîat lus

miext nciglîlotir \vas iii a w-orse pliglit, as lie ]iad lost luis liîad 1And if otlier

inciustrial comnitinities are at their uvits cnd, surcly they are îîoor examîîles for
uis to folhuw.

But wlîy sluotld flic cotintry be reduced to clîoose luctwccn tiio p)arties, thle

(;rits anîd Conseri-atives ? If one party iï wrong, does it follow that the otlier

is riglit? \W.ly Shouild flot the businecss beads anîong tlie nercluarts, manuiifae-
turers, niecliaics, farnuers and bankers gike up) tis question on its incrîts and

seutle it fornî.ully and fially, for the lîresent and future ? It is only a simple

biusiness iîiatter after aIl. What the country (lus ap)Iuear to require ii flic

lpreselît emergetic)y is a II National industrial 1'artN," reliresentiing the business

talent of' tlic coiîînuuiity--tlîc style of mnîd suitedf to subinit business and bank-

ilig to a tliorouigl ovcriiluaulîg- .lea\,îng iîo stone umîttrned, that ilie ro<ut of thîe

ditficult may lue got at. «e nusit knoîv whly tlîings ire as ahy re, before i)re-
sumîmug to apya reined. 'he adv'erse balance of trade w'bîch is tl-ie admiitted

secondarv cauise or occasioni of tlîe domestic distress, nîuist iii its chlara(-ter lie

definîtcly and ilassailably settled. Ncxt: îî'y is iL tlîat tlic foreign balance is

steadily ou the increase igainst us, anîd ieî,essitaitinig tlîe exportation of tile
-aitlOf the country ? A gami1 w'hy is i t that thie best scurities ]lave littie or

mîo inifi(cuice or bearing on flic money iarket-say tu flic extent ofjow- hilndred
millios ifdo/a~ ? 'i'lese are a few of tlic questions that pîress for settlemm*nt

luefore an>' permanent relief can be extended to ouir suffering industries. WVe

trust withî tlîe Globe tlîat the last volume of tie Carladiaiî Hansard is being
cotiîileted. -l lere is now~, w-e should say, a sufficiency of standard political

eloutelce salted down to serve as inodels for mniy generations of sclîool boys.

Aýnd %ve sliould say also, let tile old 1uolitical liacks of evcry stripe be relieved

from tlieir arduious laboturs, even at thc expense of pensioning off if îîecessarY.

'lIle age looks to menl of a different style of mni as its leaders; men disposed

to do a little less talking, and a little more tbinkîng and calculating; backed up

hîY a I)aramotmnt love of trutu and fair play ; iii order tmat there my be a hittie
less legislatiuig agaiflst ouir Canada in favoutr of other nations ; and that every
menîber of thec comnîiiity nîay find profitable îvork, and 1>e kept at it s0

tlîat there ina>- be '1o more grumbling. ALPHA.

The inovemeilt for the celibacy of the clergy is said to lie gaining grouind'

among the 1 riestbood of the old Catholic Church in Germany. But tlîey must

niove in thrait direction sioîvly and carefuilly for fear of offending and driving out

from among them their leader, Dr. DoUimiger, who is strongly opposed to the

movemeit. It will be liard to bring the German Chtirch s0 near to Roman

CatîoliciSmn as this change îvould indicate. Ahl Germnany bias a horror of ail

Popery.


