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“THE NINE-HOURS MOVEMENT.

——

MASS MEETING.

THE VOICE OF THE PEOPLE.

Another largely-attended Mass Meeting
was held in the East Market Square last
cvening, for the purpose of still further
agitating the Ninc Hour Movement, and
also of giving expression of upinion respect-
ing the action of those *‘ Masters” who are
resorting to such base and contcmptible

" means in attempting to crush out the pres-

ent agitation for social improvement ; and

-certainly the indignation felt by the as-

sembled thousands was expressed in no un-
mistakeable terms. There were some 4,000
persons present, who listoned with earnest
attention to the remarks of the different
speakers, who were kindly allowed the use
of the balcony of the Albion Hotel from
which to address the pcople.

Mr, J. S. Williams, President of the
Toronto Trades Assembly, presided over
the mecting. He alluded to the meeting
held in the Market Square on Tuesday of
Iast week as being @ spontancous outburst
of the indignation fclt by all true men on
account of the harshand tyrannical means
made use of by the employers in endeav-
ouring to crush ont the movement among
the operative clasges, and while that mecet-
ing—called at almost o moment’s notice—

-wave evidences of their indigmation and

disapproval, yet it had been deemed advisa-
ble to still further supplement that Ly
another iass mecting, a6 which zuitable
resolutions could beput forward, expressive
of the sentiments of tho masses in this
matter. The spealkar hriefly yeviewed the

-gueeesses that had aiready aitonded the

movemnent in gnany places, stating that
everything had tratspired to give them en-
couragement to persovere in their eflorts,
After some further remarks, he introduced
as the mover of the first reselution Mr.
Richard Nye.

Mr. Richard Nye, who, on coming for-
ward, was greeted with loud cheers, said it
afforded hirn much pleasure in again taking
ilp the post of duty, and from which he did
not nor would not flineh; but that England
expected that cvery man would do his duty,
and as he (the speaker) was from tho shores
of 01d Albion b was highly gratified to be
ablé from the balcony of the Albion Hotel,

to advocate the rights and claims of his

fellow-workingmen, whom, he was pleased
to see, had met so numerously for such a
noble purposc as for their own advancement,
and to vindicate liberty and justice, to
which they, as British subjects owing alle-
aiance to Her Majesty the Quecen and the
good old Unien Jack, were rightly entitled
to. (Applausc.) Thewesolution heheld in

" hand he was sure would meet with their

approval, which it well merited:—*“ That

this meeting, considering the nature of the

pposition offered to the nine-hour move-
nent, to be of tho most contemptible, igno-
inious and ininmian character, and alto-
rether without » parallel in the history of
rades disputes in any countyy, resolves to

ntinue in the same determined course
at has hitherto been adopted, and pledges
elf to leave nothing wndonc that is cal-
ated to bring ihe present unhappy con-
t 1o a succeessful iasuc.” (Cheers.) The
akor then said he would make a fow
ory remarks upon the progress of the
rement so suceessfully inavgurated in
Dominion of Canada, and that derived
rigin from England, our Motier Coun-
and not from tho United States, whore
aro actively agitathig the eight and
he mine hours movement. (Hear,
) Belonging, vs we do, to tlic great
lo-Saxon race, we should he uatruo to
lves and the interest which we vepre-
wo did not endesvour to put our-
m an equality with our brothren at
d it would be unafaiv for us to work
when thoy are only working nine
hat would give an undue advan-

o eniployers of this country in the

competition of their various articles of
manufactire.  They meet our reasonable
demands with the unreasonable plea that it
is a young, struggling country, and there-
fore cannot afford to lessen the hours of
labour; but is not the condition of this
young country better able to aflord it than
the old onc { Competition is much kecner
there having more to contend with from
foreign competition, also the crowded state
of the labour market and manyother things
rendered the nine-hours system much more
difficult to obtnin than what it is in this
flourishing country. Again, look at the
other young British Colonies, do they say
they are too young that they cannot afford
to work less than ten heurs per day? No,
cight hours is their system! They are not
so sclfish in their policy. Then, why should
Canada be behind? The good time is com-
ing. The Great Western and the Grand
‘I'runk Railways, and several of the princi-
pal printing tirins of this city have con-
ceded the nine hours.  So let us take hope
for the future. All trades must eventually
obtain the same boon. By your presence
liere to-night, and by your manifestations,
I can sce you arc in eager expectation of
recciving it, and I know that you will
all make a good use of it, and show
the world that you are not the lazy,
venal and corrupt class many depict you, hut
1 advise those that rail at workingmen to look
more to themselves, and not so much at other
people. Those that live in glass houses should
never throw stones. At o meeting of the
masters the other night they tried to concoct
all kinds of schemes, something like the fable
of the mice, who held a meeting to devise
menus to give them notice of the approach of
the dreaded cat. One mouse said, put a bell
round the cat's neck, but the question arose,
who was to do it. And so with this important
meeting of the masters of thecity, One worthy
speaker said, the best plan would be to get men
from the old country, but some one in reply
said that they were worse than the Cana-
dians ; they want whatthey enjoy at hame, when
they come out here, and make.others dissatis-
fied with their position ; the best thing we can
dn is to drive themn out of the country, especi-
ally the best men in their ranks; discharge
them from our employ—which practice he
(Mr. Nye) had experienced, but he was still
here, and did not intend going away, not even
to Mauitoba, which was highly recommended
to him by one of his late worthy employers.
They have made a mistake in thinking by such
meaus they could crush this grand movement
out; and as regarls hringing more mechanics
out, it matters little, for Englishinen are all
tArred with the same brush—very fond of
liberty and freedom—and never will ‘stand
agminzt the wish of any one striviag for mure
leisure from the toils of everyday life; and
the emigrants of Great Britain on their arrival
here look upon Canada as their home, and
Canadians as brothers and sisters; and al-
though the Atlantic rolls its mighty bhillows
hetween ns and the land of our birth, we can
feel no distinctions we all have a hearty wel-
come in your midst, and which we are proud
to reciprocate ; aud by doing our duty, obey-
ing the laws of the country, and acting hon-
estly to all men, we have no fear but what we
shall retain your good will. Never mind the
“ masters” of Canada. I know that you—the

| people—will not drive us out of your glorions

country, (Cheers, and cries of ““No, no!”)
I may safely assert that the same cordial spirit
prevails on the other side,” among all classes,
towards their Canadian brethren.  Last July
1 was encamped as a voluntéer on Wimbledon
Common in England; and I felt proud, and so
you all would have done if you had witnessed
{he arrival of the Canadian Volunteers as they
marched npon the ground, and to hear the
ringing British cheers with which they were
gveoted 3 and also the prizes they received for
their skill as marksmen, and the praises
bestowed upon them for their soldier-like
bearing uring their short stay, proves
that Englaud is proud of her Canadian
sons ; and well she may be all the while you
continue to layal to her, your Mother country.
The Speaker then referred to the un-English
and unjust oppression in the arrest of peaceful
and respectable citizens, members of the Typo-
graphical Union, on the charge of conspiracy.
Al they bad conspired to do was to better
theirs and our positions ; and he (the speaker)
characterized it as dograding and dishonorable
of those that instigated such an unheard of
proceeding, A certain person that nsed to bo
terined an honorable, strung his bow too mueh,
and has over-shot the mark, and stands de-
fenceless upon the Globe forsaken. Yes, it is
deeds, not” words—by themm we know who is
our real friend; and we have discovered an

‘cnemy in disguige in the once big and mighty

Champion of Reform, butlet him not tres-
pass upon our too-confiling nature any
more. We thought him honowrable, but his
actions have not proved so.  In conclusion, as
Sceretary of the Cabinet Makers’ Society, I
will briely state that we are doing well
Oshawa, Iowmanville, and ather places ave
acking on the determination to have tho nine
hours, and that in event of a strike on the 1st
June, in the factory inthis city, we have nearly
o hundred benehes for mon to go to at that time
n tho United States, and the vest we cun-keep
going on strike, so it remaing with employers
whetlier they will give the request or lose their
best workmen—for go they will, as the pay is
better thero ; snd of course men will study
their best interests.” But 1 should be sorry to
see any one go when it canbe so easily avoided
by giving to the men at first what must come
at last. (Loud cheers.) Fe had great Plca-
sure in moving he resolution he had read. “,v

Mr. Wiggins, of the Tron Moulders Union,
with ‘a fow remarks seconded tho resolution,
which was carricd nnaninmonsly.

The Chairman then introduced 3Mr. Mathew
Ryan, advocate, of Monggeal, who referrcd to
the lécture he was about to deliver on “‘capi-
tal, labor and laborers,” which lecture he said
had been delivered in Montreal long before the
present excitement arose in Canada, and that
it was written in view of the movement which
was then going on in Europe. It would there-
fore be seen that it was not to pander to any
class feeling that he proposed to re-deliver it
in Toronto, but because he thought the ideas
then set down appropriate to the present con-
dition of things in the city. He was there to
advise them to proceed in the manly course
they bad taken in defence of their rights.
Without labor and laborers society would
perish, therefore it was to the common interest
to seo that the laborer was not over-ivorked,
as the scventh day of rest had been tested by
experience to be requisite for existence—the
French having tried wickedly, and in vain, to
do with cvery tenth—so it had lbeen amply
shown that nine or ten hours was the limit of
n man’s capacity for daily work. England had
sanctioned the limitation of the hours of labor
by passing her ten hours’ Bill.  Since that she
had instituted enquiries into the condition of
the agricultural laborer, and had pronounced
that that class was over work, and legislation

would ro doubt follow upon it. He was not
there to find fault with England ; hoe could
urge complaints as to the past, but on the
whole, he believed in the wisdom and fairness
of her present views. He then proceeded to
speak of Joseph Arch, the Jeader of the rove-
ment among the agricultural laborers in South
Warwickshire, and wished him success in his
cfforts for the amclioration of that class.
(Cheers.) He went on to say that the laborer
had the right to ccase to work for any set of
masters w?)en he chose, and to confer and con-
sult for the bettering of his condition, He
deficd even lnwyers to say that they bad not
this right to a certain extent, even under the
present law, and it was but a natural right of
men after all.  (Applause.) If any law, com-
mon or statutory, opposed such a right, they
had it in their power to have it altered, and
some steps had been already taken in that
divection at Ottawa. He had observed the
present movement to be peaceable, orderly,
and intelligent ; and he advised them to con-
tinue so, and victory would be sure to follow.
He suggested tbat they should cultivate in
their hieart of hearts o spirit of compron:ise.
Let them not be exacting ; capital and labor
should not be hostile the one to the other; to
be useful they shouid combine, and therefore
all fair means, such as conference and con-
sultation shonld be fivst tried. Ife was glad
to see such good order and good fecling prevail
amonyg the workmen, and had ]enrne& with
pleasure that reconciliation between thein and
the employers hal commenced. e wished
success to the honest claims of the laborer, and
would speak at leugth on those claims in bis
lecture to-morrow night.

The Chairman, referring to the latter part of
Mr. Ryan’s remarks, said that the Typographi-
cal Union had tried again and again to Iwing

about a conference with the masters in refer-
cnce to the present question, but theiradvances
had been most vncourteously thrust aslile on
every occasion, and that thercfore they (the
empfoycrs) must he held responsible for forcing
the matter to the issuc it had taken.

The .resolution was then put, and carried
unanimously, amidst the greatest enthusiasm.

Mr. Hewitt, of the Cooper’s Union, then
proposed the following resolution : ** That this
meeting, wituessing the action taken against a
number of respectable tradesmen engaged in
the present strike, does unhesitatingly con-
derm such a precedure as unwise, uncalled for,
agd greaily caleuinted to mar the pence and
harmony that has so long prevailed in our
midst.” In speaking to this resolution, Mr.
Hewitt spoke of the rapid progress which the
world had made during’ the seven decades of
the present century. He reminded them that
snch o meeting as the présent would not have
heen tolerated seventy years ago.  There were,
at present, mon out of worls and suffering
privation on account of standing up for their
vrinciples, but they were to remember that all
the progress he had spoken of had beén made
through ‘suffering. ‘I'rades’ Unions were a
product of the age, and the workingmen had
found ‘it necessary to combine in defence of
their rights against capita). In Great Britain
alone there were 1,500,000 of working men or-
ganized in Trades’ Uniqns. 'There were men
on the platform with him who were connccted
with organizations which counted their tens of
thousands. Therc was & cosmopolitan fecling
abroad anong working men ; they were losing
that local and sectional feeling which wused to
characterize them, and so workmen through-
out the whole world were hecoming connected.

In Toronto, he said, there were a few men un-.

der the command of a Grit leader trying to

trample ‘Prades’ Unionism ou;} of 'e?ﬂ'st&qa

here, but they might as well try to stein Nia-
gara. (Cheers.) What the combined efforts of
capital throughout the civilized world would
liave failed to do, Gesrge Brown and his satel-
lites have undertaken. (Laughter aud cheers.)
So long as capitalists try to take advantage of J
labour, so long will the need of such orguuiza-
tion exist, and never in the history of ‘Loronto
has the organization of the masses heen on so
firm a basis. He heartily sympathized with
the motion which he had just read, aud while
Le was grieved at the present breach, for which
the masters were alone to blame, yet it was &

uestion, they felt themselves entitled to what
they asked, and they inust go through with it.
{Cheers and applause. )

Mr. Levesley, of the Machinists and Black-
smiths’ Union, was then introduced by the
chairman for the purpose of seconding the mo-
tion. He said that when the ancient Romans
prepared for war, they raised their courago by
extolling the valour of their opponents. The
opponents of the nine hours' movement were
doing all they could to helittle the movement,
They were asserting that one-twentieth of the
population were asking it ; but the large mass
meetings which had gathered togetheronsomany

occasions positively contradieted that. Ie
then went on to speak of the necessity of union,
and of working in unison and all in the same
direction. He said that those men who make
a great cry of Reform, were the very men who
had put detectives on the track. (Yells and
looting.) He concluded by advising them to
be fiim, and wuch cheering was elicited when
he said that the law had been degraded in
making it responsible for the lateinearcerations.

Mr. E. Parsons Roden, of the editorial staff
of the Leader, on being called forward to sup-
port the resolution, did so in a humorous
speech. He said that he was pleased to ob-
scrve that the intelligent countenances which
he saw beaming before him lit up the
darkness of the night. He reminded
those present that they had gained a great
deal of what they were striving for, but that
they must continne to support their friends, the
printers and hookbinders, as the former es-
pecially were perseented as well as prosecuted.
He charged them to continue their vigilance,
as their persecutors might be again down upon
them at any time with some other obsolete
English law, He thanked them for the sums
of moneéy now being subseribed for the pur-
pose of enabling the printers, who were on
hail, to get the best possible legal advice, men-
tioning the fact that a friend had called upon
him the other evening with 342 as a subscrip-
tion from a few friendly mechanies, and that
another had banded in $10 a few minutes be-
fore ho came to the meeting. Speaking of the
English Common Law, under which the prin-
ters were charged with conspiracy, he said
that the grandfathers of the men who were
now prosecuting the printers upon that law,
had also enacted that a man should not kiss
his own wife on a holiday under a penalty of
fourpence. (Cheers and laughter.) A great
attempt had been made to stamp out the pre-
sent movement, but it needed more than all
the big feet—(Here the speaker was interrupt-
ed by laughter and cheers, among which a
voice was heard to ery, “ O, Geordic!”)
There were more managing directors than one
in the world, and the Managing Dircctors of
the Grand Trunk and Great Western, yailways
had readily acceded to the request of their
employes for the reduction of the howrs of
Iabor. The Civaad Trunk had come in *‘on
time” on this question. (Cheers.) Mr. Brydges
was a geatleman every inch, but lis action in
this respeet would no doubt fail to be appreci-
ated by those men who had heen keeping tally
of the Grand L'runk time-table for years past.
{Cheers, and cries of ** That's a fact.”) He re-
minded the meeting of the alliance that had
been formed against the printers, and asked
them to note the result. Several newspaper
proprictors had united their forees for the par-
pose of defeating the printers, Aind their papers
presented the appearance of having had a vio-
}uut attack of small-pox, {Chcers and laugh-
ter.) This close alliamce had almost crushed
the life out of certain journals. Their appear-
ance reminded one of the frnit that—*‘went in
n lemon and came out squeczed,”—there being
little left but tho useless rind.  (Cheers and

Jaughter.) Hec urged upon the meeting to al-
low nothing to prevent the clasest umow
ameng the trades’ associations, and to consider
the present victories as an omen of future
gratifying success. (Cheers.)

The Chairman then put the resolution, which
was earried unanimously.

Mr. Andrew Scott, of the Amalgamated
Engineers, who on coming forward was warmly
received, said :—Mr. Chairman and  fellow
worlomen, there ave times in the bistory of
nations when the people are czlled npon.to lift
up their voices in the vindication of their rights
and freedom. Tt seemed from the large assom-
blage which he saw bencath him, as though the
citizons of Toronto had arrived at that time,
The résolution which he. held in his hand

out by those to whom he would read it :—--"_;"
“That, inasmuch as the Police Ma*gistra.tc has
frequently exhibited a apirit of impartiality in- &
discharging the important afid ™ Tesponsible ‘,
duties incumnbent upon his office, this meoting-
heartily disapproved of such a dishonourable’
and unmanly character and agrees to bring all
possible influence to bear upon the Government

to secure a fair and equitable adiministration of
justice upon all classes of the community.”
(Hear hear and cheers.) This was a resolu-
tion which he lelieved well calculated to call
forth the expressions of a people, who for a. -
long time had been subjected to an improper .

unjust and partial administration of justice.
There had heen cases before the Police Courts
which had heen most unjustly and improperly
dealt with Ly the person who held the office of
Police Magistrate.  The speaker would how-
ever, not enter into details of these cases, but
would confine himself to the point at issue.
There was involved in this issue matters of
great importance to the working community
at large ; matters which wére well worthy of
the consideration of every considerate indivi-
dual.  ‘The people of Toronte and throughout
the Dominion were now lifting up their voices
in claiming a great moral reform.” The reason”
why they should have and were entitled to . -
this reform had been spread through the press,
and he was proud to say that they had not
met with any fair or just’ opposition. There
were men who, with all the unfair means
which they could muster, had tried to mnake
the people of the comntry believe that theirs
was a good condition. What the people
wanted was better government, men that .
would not be governed by auny party. They -
wanted men who were prepared to stand by
those who stood Ly them. The working
classes were cnergetically pushing on in a
great moral reform.  The Typographical and.. «
Bookbinders’ Unions had taken the lead, and
they mnst not forget to render thém their sup-
port.  I'hey had no intention of meking inters
ference with the internal working of any work-
shop, but it had been admitted on all siles— .y
that the workingman had a right to disposc of
his lahonr to the best advantage, (Cheers.)
It behoved them, now that the movement
was alreanly  eommencing to prove successful,
to continue on in the course they were pursn-
iny, and see that the movenent was camied {or
a successful issue. Bat he was sorry to say
there were men amongst them who had acted
with treachery to the cause and had turned
away from the road which was sure eventually
to lead to suceess. He concluded by exhort-
ing them to press onward to seeure a system
of labour that should redound with honor on
their heads and to the benefit of future gener-
ations, (Cheers,) ‘

Mr. Gibson, of the Iron.Moulders’ Union, in
seconding the resolution, merely remarked that
it was not often that he broke the law, but.
when he did zo, he wanted some one who -
would administer justice in a fair and impar--
tial nanner. (Hear, bear.)

Mr. Williawms then put the resoldtion, which
was carried unanimousty. . He said the time
was close at hand when they would be ealled
upon to give a practical illustratiou of the vote
which they had just recorded. He reminded
them that Mr. llyan, of Montreal, was to de-
liver a lecture in the Agricultwral Hall this
(Thursday) evening, on ““ Capitel, Tabour and
Labourers.” Also that copies of the ONTARIG
IWonkMAN covld be obtained at any of the
news stores this afternoon. . -

Three cheers were then given for ‘¢ the
Queen,” ““‘the movement and those engaged
in it.” Three chicers were also given for The
Leader, and groans for the Globe and McNabb,

‘The meeting, which had been most orderly
throughout, then quietly dispersed.

Children are getting positively dagerous to
socicty, they ave so high-spirited and belii-
gerent.  Duels, suicides and murders are no
longer occupations only of the mature and
highly developed, but these noble {furctions.
arc heing usurped Ly very babes and sucklings: -
as we have had frequent occasion to note ofs
late. Only last Monday two lads of 13, at’
New Haven, in the land famous for the steady -
hubits of its people, ended theiv play with a.
quarrel in whicl ane guve the other a fatal
stab in the abdomen with a pocket. knife. .1t
is to e hoped that such prococdings are nob
becoming a steady habit in Connectient.—EBir<
change :

"Thedlifference in the price of meatat various
places is worth, notice. In Australia,  five
cents per pound is considered a high price for7
the best muiton, (Sonthdown and Teicester
cross breeds,) while the price in Lom‘no;rm
sixteen to cighteen cents the'pound, In-Man--.
chiestor, firat-clags beof is offered ab sliiréeeix; ;.
mutton at siateen, and porle at:twelvooguts, -
per pound. In the lorge ‘CAIOG,: of

Amexicy
prices to housekeepers average 100;
“above these quotatioms, Nevartheloss
catile. markets, prices range lowers: hr_u};;g 2
obtained in the Eneligh .mavkets,” . Fne Py
fits to-our vetnil denlers must be vory

ok .irnewl;ai; strango one, but it was
ono whichihe' believed would be (fully born¢
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