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the first requisite, and constant increase of it the second ;
just as in the physical frame we ask, first, for -just propor-
tion, and, as the product of this, for strength.

Tt is often said that no kind of sease is so rare as com- -
mon sense ; and this is true, simply because common
sense is attainable by all far more, and is & natural gift
far lesé, than most other traits of character. Common
sense is the application of Thought to common things,
and it is rare because most persons will not exercise
Thought about common things. TIf some important
affair occurs, people try then to think,—but to very
little purpose ; — because, not having exercised their
powers on small things, their powers lack the develop-
ment necessary for great ones. Hence, thoughtless peo-
ple, when forced to act in an affair of importance, blunder
through it with no more chance of doing as they should
" than one would have of hitting a small or distant mark
at a shooting-match, if previous practice had not given
the power of hitting objects that are large and near.

The thoughtless person perpetually acts and speaks as
if it were of no consequence what is said or done. If
any one venture to suggest a different mode of speech or
action, the reply is pretty sure to be, « O, it is of no con-
sequence I”  As if an immortal being, to whom a few
short years of probation had been given, the use or abuse
of which must give character to an eternity to -come,
could do or say what would have no consequence! ILet
any one bring distinetly before himself the great truth
that we stand ever in the presence of the Almighty,
stewards of his bounty, children of his love, and could it
be possible for him to believe that it is of no consequence
how that love is returned, and how that bounty is nsed ?



