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(Clandc t1ite have gatie e\ven beNonid
titis, and( haýve fouilvý andtrahaul
s;iini the conurade l. hat gaod l'la" Gort-
skv, \\7hilst 1)CacefutlIN7 trading amaiigoi(st

(.)nc of the Cossacks, a Nvouing mani,
caug(yl. and -gre\\ reci in lthe face.

At Once thc littie burn-linglý) ces Of tie
speakerCihxcd iti. Tlhev werc t\\Wo p)oints
of rcd lhot steel, evenl in that nuioltenl

.'\\W'hilst )eaccfutllv .tradlig anuaiti*q
thein as thon knawest Ivan Dubovitch,
hie repeateci coldly , and the tnan who

caugitcd,itstencd lta affirmn that it wvas
sa, thauigi lie hiai reasons for knawv-
ing,- thiat Gartsky's peacefuil traciing- in-
cluded ral)C.

"Andi sa thiot Yaksiem \\.ilt gyo ta
Shakmu,:titt's village tanight, andl reason
with. these men. WC N\vould that wxe
iinjolut repart ta 1-er Iniiperial i\lajesty
that peace r.eiguis iii. Alaska, anci that
these poar saNages p)rayrCss ini civil-
ization as titey sitouid cia uincer I-er

"CertaNlv yar Excellenice," and the
tan slntcl again, whiist the speaker

too< oflï his siteep)skînt cap and stood
scratchinig hiis balc d.

i t \\,aS anl action straugcly at v'ariance
with bhis grandiose bane an1a
[ulvl closè wods butlit e Nvhloie miar
\V; 1s a iliass of Colitrad iction s.

i1(IerSze(i, bloatC(i in lthe face,bac
and of a fcr*ociouls tulgiiness, lie 'spoke
N\'Iienl onily ilaif I dunitit the unictian
o I a bitter* (lIV\ Saint; lic fauýht, drunk
or* soiter, lIkîe a primnitie (eierl.

Asot, to w-I1otii g"allons of rut11 N\ere
asasses of win ta antiter, lie w\as

mie\*er too (1Ir1111 ta0 tranIlsact buisiness,
amîd lie wvas, dnink1l am* sobcr, the bcst
b1ies ncs an iluat ev7er set foot in
AiasIa.

\\tîrdbv Sihe)riiiNids orl
as l)ra\*e as mo1st Of tIie pro-
nIisilleiffij Nvcre, lie vet revClle(l in coarse
Itluur, andi sa\\, ta it titat lie Itacld bis

staeof tle grood IhingýYs Of Civilization,
thotgli us lCStW1" iii tl1e Most iac-

Cessible ()f the wNorl's wîlds.
i Jilfe l\vwel-ue ýith luis men,

lader eitiai luÀr n )th, andi their
leaer n(lcanurade in the wiidest or-

gies, this wvoncicrfu1 mari was yet at
solutc autocrat aniangst theni, more al)-
solute l)eritals thaan the savereign lie
serveci, between whom and himscif, Si-
beria anci a waste of xvild waters and
fog sirouclecl lands, set an impassable
barri er.

That was Baranoff's luck.
But lie owed much af bis success to

imiself ; ta luis courage, bis business ca-
1)acity, and tie two facts tliat lie ai-
lowced no anc ta return who would re-
port of him save as lie pleaseci, and
tint tic dividcnds paici by his com-
painy always exccecled the sharehalders'
exl)ectations.

.Thierefore lie remiaineci Gavernar of
Alaska.

"Anci Yaksheem i!"
"Your Excellence !"
"Thou camprehendest tint thau art

but second in command tonight. Otur
frienci the Captain Maxim Straganoif,
wTho I think claes nat sec us, leads uinder
thiy guidance. Thou wilt leave the Sha-
irian ta hin3."

As Baranoff spake, he turned anci
bowed ce remon iously towarcis a figure
which set cawering in a great military
overcoat, under thte ice of anc af tic
canoes.

The mari rase when bis name wvas
mnentioned, and staod stiffly at attention,
saýltiniig formially, butt he macle na reply
though thc Gavernor seemed ta wait
for Iimii ta do so.

Wlhat lighit there wvas stili lcft fell
upon a strikingly hancisome face, but pale
ta the lips, and so convulsed with pas-
sion as ta suggest madness.

If hate ever withcred, snch liatred
tortured M\'axim Stroganoff, a noble
knouted b)y a tradesrnan, an officer of
I\ Iiloraclovitch wvith xvhip xveals on Iiis
baclc.

"Thou wvi1t iel1) aur ncw friend, Yakc-
shieeii,"ý thc Governor drawlecl, lookingc)
the Captain sneeringly up and dowfl.
"H-e is a littie raw may be stîli, b)ut
hie w\ilI take kindly ta aur discipline,
even if aur miethocis are flot Milorado-
\Titcli's"

Thiere 'vas an cmphasis on the "craw"
which macle the men titter, and Stragan-
Off straightcning himsclf sccmcd for a


