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IAlIFAX EXPLOSION CAS-E FINALLY SETTLED

Neither V'essel Rtesponsible for Damtages, Says Privy Council
ini Deciding Case on Which Opinions of Supreme

Court Judges Were Divided

T pr ,iv'y couneil of Cireit Britaîn bas dismissedl the ap-
THeais mnade by both parties from the decision of the

Supreme Couto C-anada in the caeofte ov h
Mont B1anc, Theýe were the two ships whicli collided in
Hlalifax harbor on December 6, 1917. The Supreme Court's
judgmenit of the case was announced, on May 19, 1919. The
owners of the "Mont Blanc" claimed $2,000,000 as damages
and the owniers of the 111moo" counterclaimed for a similar
amouint. In reporting the. case, the "Law Tuimes" says-

Mir, Justice D)rysd1ale, assisted by nautical assessors,
tried the. case at Halifax. The trial occupied 13 days. The.
judge pr-onouiiced the "Mont Blanc" solely to blame. The
owners a teaet the Supreme Court of Canada, and the
appeal was heard by the five judges, two of whom found
the "Mont Blanc" wholly to blame, two found thie "Iino"
aolelY at fault, and the. flfth judge was of opinion tbat
both were equally responsible. In the result the. Supremne
Court afllowed the appeal and held both ships equally hiable.
Froni that decision both sides appealed.

ilow collision Occurred

At the. time of the. disaster the "io"belon.ging to the
port of Christiania, was going in ballast to sea on a voyage
to New York under a charter made between lier owners and
the Bolgian Relief Commission. The. "Mo\lnt Blanc" waa t'he
property of La Compagnie Generale Transatlantique, and
was going froni New York to Hialifax with a full cargo of
pierle acld, T.N.T., benzol and guncotton, belonging te the
Frenchi goverinent. Eacli was in charge of a qualified pilot.
The. collision took place in about mid-channel while the
"lImo" waa ste.ering down channel from thie Narrows te sea,
and the "Mont Blanc" wais going up cliannel, intending to
pas. through the Narrows. There was, it was admltted, no
vind and very little tide, and for ail practical purposes there
was suficlent vlsibility.

The. "lIno" alleged against the "Mont Blanc" that ah.
wtas travelling at excessive speed, and thiat ah. atarboardjed
her hein andi attemipted to cross thie bows of thie "ino"; tint
she waited te reverse englunes until the instant of or oxily
a few seconds before the. collision; that ah. croaaed te the
Halifax sie of the. channel insteaâ of keeping to the, star-
board aide of ni(id.channel, and that she dld not giv. the
proper whiatle signais or navigate in accordance 'with the.
wistle signala. Stress waa also laid on the fact that she
haid no interpreter on the. bridge through whomi the. Canadian
Pilot cou2ld give orders te the Frenchi ofllice(rs.

The, "Mont Blanc" aubmlitted that the. negligent naviga-.
tion of the. "ino" was tlie sole cause of the collision. It 'was
allegedl that, while the "Mont Blanc" was keeping te lier
riglit aide of the. channel and giving appropriate signal$, the,
"lino" adhered to beri wrong sideý, thus puttiug the. "Mont
Blanc" into a position of difflculty whjen it was necessary
to take immediate action. The putting of lier helm- liard
a-stnrboard was, it was submuitted, the best course to have
adopted to avoid a disaster.

Negligence on Both Sides

Lord Atkinson, whose judgment mas read by tlie Lord
Justice Clerk, went in great detail into the cases and the
evidence on both aides, and, in conclusion, said: Their lord-
shipa have, Lipon the whole, cor-ne to tlie following conclu'.
sions: First, that the "Mont Blainc," froi the time when she
passed the "Highflyer" tilI sh. starboarded lier lielin in the
agony o! thie collision, neyer Ivft lier own water, though ahe
miay Do doubt before ah. was actually struck have forged
ahead se as te cross tlie mniddle hune of the. chaunel. Second,
as ah. stearned up tbrough her owa wate.rs lier speed was
flot imxnoderate. Third, the. "lImo," in order te inflict the

iiijiry te the "Mont Blanc" which it is proved aie did inflict,
must have atruck that slip with miore~ force and at a higlier

rate of speed than her witnlessus admit. Fourth, the "Mont
Blanc" must at the timje of the collision have had littie, if
any, way on her, else the stern of the "io" would have been
twisted to some extent, which it was not. Fifth, the inclina-
tion of their lordships' opinion is that the "lio" could, when
she flrst reversed her engines, have crossed into and re-
mained in her own water, as she was bound to do, but
neyer did.

It is not necessary, however, absolutely to decide the
last point, because, in the case of both ships, it is clear that
their navigators allowed themi to approach 'within 400 feet
of each other on practically oppDosite courses, thus incurring
risk of collision, and, indeed, practically bringing about the
collision, instead of reversing their engines and going asteru,
as our assessors advise us they, as a~ matter of good seainan-
ship, could and should have done, long before the ships came
sO close together. This actually led to the collision. The
manoeuvre of the "Mont Blanc" in the agony of the collision
may not have been the best manoeuvre to adopt, and yet be
in the circurnstances excusable. But their lordships are
clearly of opinion that both shîps are to blame for their
reciprocal neglect to have reversed and gone astern earlier
than they did. They are, therefore, of opinion that the appeal
and cross-appeal both fail, that the judgment appealed from
should be affirmed, and there will be no order as to the costa
of the appeal and cross-appeal.

SUIT OVER REAL ESTATE DEAL

A suit to recover $198,000 was begun in Winnipeg on
September 24 hy the Albyn Trust Co., who cite' the King's
Park Co. as defendants. This action arises out of a real
estate deal of years gone by ini which the subdivision known
as King's Park was the vended property. This property lies
between the Agricultural College and St. Norbert and Pein-
bina Highway and the Red River. The plaintiffs are suinig
on a niortgage, and the defence set up is that as, the plaintiffs
have fa{tled to make payment on a prior mortgage the de-
fendants are nlot liable unitil this obligation is discharged.

Acounter-clalim has also been filed by the defendanits for
damages for breach of contract in connection with the mort-
gage sued upon. Argument was to bc resumed this week.

VICTORY BOND) CONTROL EXTENDED,

At a raeetîi of niembers of the Montreal Stock Ex-
change this week it was agreed to dxtend further the time
in which Victory bonds may flot b. deaît ini on the fluor of
the institution froin October 1 to December 31 next. As
generally anticipated, the wishes of the Minister of Finance
in this connection were met. It is understood, however, that
the resolution adopted expresses; the view that the latest
extension should be the last one, the majority of the. mein-
bers favoring open dealings in the securites. 'No action will
bc required on the part of meiers of the Toronto Stock
Exchange, as the agreement with the local exchange does
neot expire until the end of the present year.

Notice is given by the Departinent of Finance that on
accounit of the intereat paymrents due first November the
tTrii5fer books of the 1918 and, 1919 Victory boans will b.
Closed froin the 3Oth Septemiber to the 31st October, inclusive.
Bonlds wiih are received at the departinent for transfer
after the 3Oth September will not be transferred until after
the. O)Pefing of the. transfer books on the lat November.

That the city of Quebec ay apply to the legislature at
its next sessibn for power to municipalize tire insurance
was intiniated on September 15 by Ald. P. Bertrand, chair-.
man of tle fire comnmittee.
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