
SUICIDE AND LIFE INSURANCE The evidence regarding the circumstances o
death showed that he had been shooting at a smý

Evidence in Judgment Against Dominion Trust Company- ranch and was killed ini a garage shortly afterwj
- Judgment Releas Conupanies from Claims previously dlsmisslng chauffeur and gardener. T

for the trust company held that death was accide
Bx M. L. HÀvw4W did nat know that the g-un was loaded, whereas

ance companies maintain that he did know that it ýv
A clause providîng that the assurance company shall not. and that moreover the evidence. showed that i

be liable if the assured commits suicide within a specified intentianal.
period ie a common one in palicies of life assurance, and if The decision of the Privy Council was that t
a dlaim is made under such a palicy the company must «resist of self-destruction was made out, and that the
p¶yrnent on the ground of suicide, if it wishes t el on companies were not lhable on account of the sui(z
that defence. in the policies.

When such a case cornes Wo trial the court must decide
whether the evidence je sulflcient to prove suicide or flot, MONTREAL STOCK EXCHANGE MAY'ENI
and ini this connection the case of Dominion Trust Company
vs. New York Life Insurance Company decided by the. Privy A tentative proposai. has been put forward by
Council and just reported is of vital importance, as insux- members of the Montreal Stock Exchange ta the

anetotaihing $170,000 wae involved and the highest court the membership ehould b. extensively increased, ar
ini the Empire laye dowýn some important principles govern- ous policy for the. enlargemnent of its operatione
ing cases whxere suicide is sought to be proved. prud

One suggestion le that the nienbership shoi
Uncertain if Suicide Coiamitted creased from the. present 66 to 132 by the issue c

Ini this case W. R. Arnold, of Vancouver, B.C., died from tional seats, which wouid go to the present member
a gunshot wound. either accidentai or self inflicted, on Octo- seats. Eacii m~ember would, therefore, instead of
ber l2th, 1914,. and lees than a fortnight before he had taken a seat worth about $25.000 as at present, possess
out $100,000 insurance in the New ýYork Life Insurance Comi- value of probably $12,500 each. Another suggesti
pany. H. also carried $50,000 in the Mutual Life of Canada the. 66 addltlonal seats should be sold at $12,500 e
placed in Noveinber, 1912, and $10,000 in the Sovereign Life present member to bc the owner of the value or eqi
taken out on October 27th, 1912. *no-w issue, while the proceeds of sale would bc pr,

Ail these policies contained the usual clause exemptlng rata. The new mexnbership would b. sold by the
the conlpany from liability if the assured committed suicide authorities until dlsposed of by same. It is also
within two years f rom the date of the policy, and the. three that ruiles ho devlsed ta prevent accumulation ai
companies named resisted payment on the ground that menibership in a few hauds. The plan provides thi
Arnold had, in fact, died by bis own hand on the 12th day ber wlth head office in some other city, such as
af October, 1914. Sherbrooke, could have a resident partner and offic(

Bellef .Tustified by Facto real to transact the firm's business on the. exchaug
Firat of ail, the insurauce companies attenipted to prove-

anid did prove a strong motive for suicide on Arnoid's part.
Lord Dunedin, i deiivering the judgment of the. Privy Couri- ELECTRIC STATIONS CENSUS


