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£655,ooo; uiicitlained lan1ds, 121,50-l' maýking a total
Of £2,7C-6,785. (,3).

Xew ealadersapparently- do not believe in gv
iga 11oniopioly of thie trulst buiss to hJ Gv

erulment. The Public TruFlstee hias to coxuipcte with
ie hvt trre ofthie Truistees, E-xecuitor. and
Agecyc Company1 of Newv zealanld, at Duniedin.,

FIRES 0F ELECTRICAL ORIGIN.

Am lnith mniv cassof fires on this con-
tinenit, Iists Of which cauises have beenmil timles
tabuilated. thcre- is; a cosdrbeproportion whichl
mighit bec grouped iind(er the gencral hiead(ingt of
carclessuess. Fires cauised byv matches, by defective
stove-pipes, imroelbilIt chiiucys, g.1s jets, hiot
asheis, cigar stnmpiis-a.-ll this class are -carelessnecss
fires." A\ new groip oif cauises bias become operative of
late yasiii the toi, legligenit uise or tlue careiess in-
stalling of electricai wires or machines. ( nie o)f the 111ost
valuiable thinigs douec bY thec National Board of Fire
Undi(erwýriter-s iii the, Uniited States was the appoint-
ment a few years ago of ani electrician,1 paîd by the
board, his duty being to inivestigate and ireport upon
firea cauised bY, or supsdto bec cauisedl by, electri-
City, 'lhle report of tis offliciai, V. Il. MIerrili, Jr.,
States that reports of one hiundred and thirty' -five eiec-
tricai fires, losses aggregating over $42(,ooo,) hlave
beenl received by his bureau during the last quarter,
One fire, with a loss of over $3,000,oo0, hias also b)een
reportced as probabiy of electricai origin. Thiere were
likewise reports of one hutndred andl eighity-one fires,
losses aggregating $2,280,000, supposed to have bcen
due to electricity, but they are not incliuded in this
report, inasmutch as the causes coid flot be definitely
proven as electrical, principally hecauise the lires,
destroyed the conclusive evidences o)f thecir orig-ins.

But there lias been somectimies shown a disposi-
tion to Iay the blamie on electricity for a numnber of
burniniga with wich electricity had niothinig to do.
And Mr. Merrili exposes this clearly in the follow-
ing paragraphi of his quarterly report foir prllast:
"Fifty fires, losses aggregatinig $535,425, reported asý
dute to electricity duiring the iast quarter, have, uipon
further and more reliabie investigation. been fouind
to have b)eeni due to othier causes. 0f thiese: A $x 15,-
ooo los;s, a $30,0oo IOss and a $2.5,o00 IOSS, respec-
tively, were cauised by overiea-tedl stoves; a $200,000
loss was occasioned by an oiverheated fumnace; one
Of $2o,ooo by a defective chiney; a S117,o00 loss, was
of incendiar y origin. Other fires attributed to elec-
tricity were found to have been caused by' matches
and cigar stubs (seven fires), spontanieous ignition,
hot ashes, gas from uiighted buriner, steamn pipe in
contact with wood, etc."

Stili, the record for a series of years makes à
inanifest that the nxultiplicity of electrical wires, used
for téléphone, telegrapli, and power, especially in

ciie, bas been rightiy biamied for causing mnany
fie.A >gace ait the particulars ziven in this re-

telephione. telegrapli and signal wires with high po.
tentiai circuits. Six lires were caused by crosses of
low and ighl potential circuits. Thirty fires were
duei to thet grouinding of circuits, of which eleven
were on gas piples, and in nine cases the pipe was
punicitured and thie gas ignited.

Eighltueen lires in electric cars are reported, of
whlichi six were caused by resistance couls, Eight
ires were caused by short circuits in flexible cords,

Seven lires occuirred in show wîidows. Seven lires
are reported the cauise of whiclh was grouinding of
circuits in dampl mioulding. Five lires were occa-
sioneid byv open link fuses. Six fires were due to loose
connection in switches, arc lamip terminais; etc.
Stronig arguments are presented by these factq for
good iiiechiatini in flectrical miachinery; careful and
experienced wýorkima-tnsiip in putting in eiectric wires

ndapplianices; and for pratctis-edl skiil in the man-
agenient of dynamnos and switches. There is ich
faity wvirinig, both in the States and Canada; imper-
fectionis are teo often fourid in appliances; and elec-
trical enigineers somectimies are either careless; or in-.
comlpetent.

A BANK STAFF IN CONFIRENCE.

A novul gathering was held i the Qnucen's Hlotel, Tor-~
oo un aiternioon and evenng last week. it was held uipon

a holidlay, Victoria Day, fo)r inideed it wotild not have been
practicable upoln anly ordinary wveek day. This was a meet-
inig for coniferenice of principal officers arI the branch mani-
agersý, il ii Ontrlo, of the Sovereign Batik. So- far as we
know,ý this schemie of a coniferenicc is a nnvelty. One whoý wag
presenctt on the occasion wc decscihel giývs uis an id&a o)f thie
rcnmarkabke amnotnt nf kniowled(ge o.ec to aIl rf those
present by an initerchange of experience in diffirent plates.
ft is ceM.tinly ani uinusuial thing te lind that thirty-six men
willingly gave up the recreative benefits of an inviting hciI
dlay' to sit in a reoin neariy ail day and disciiýs bulsiness with
th, ir gcrneral manager and each other. It ~asa good deal
foýr tht loyalty of the staff and the "esprit de co-rps" existing
in the batik. One thing, which perhaps makes it easier to
uinderstand why the proposai of this conference was so cheer-.
fuilIy taken up ib that, as we -arc informtd, thiere- was only
nt person ini the gathecring whose age exceeded forty years.
The staff cf the Sovereign Bank, therefore, la an uncom,.
monily youthful one, and we know that youing men are apt to
be more taken withi novelties, as weii as more likely te dis-
play enthusiasm than their eiders. This we say in deapite
ot Th-Iackeraiy's lines telliuig us that oue must wait tilt bis
fo)rtiethi year for wisdom:

J',,jL tice over ]et 'Michaelmnas pass,
(Grizziing hair the brain doth clear;)

Then yen kniow how a boy is an as
Once you have corne to forty ycar.

It was a shrewd provision on the part ()f the general main-
ager, hiowever, te let it bic known that a generous dinuer
wouîld follow tht business conference, for, As we learn on the
distingilished authority of William Scott, Lord Stowell, "a

dinner ILubricates buisiness." Tht prudent provision was madle
that this dinner should be absolutely WithouIt alcoholie stirnu-
lants, the iew prevailing that without them diiiers are best
preserved iii good physical and mental condition. A word
as to the iutility cf ý;uch conferences by the members of a
banking staff. Suich things xnay bic niew te the banking word,
but they are not uinknown in, commercial circles. We hap,
peu te know that the whdole staff, editorial and reportori4l
of eule of the most important trade journals in the United
States hold a conference every week; which is fouind cf di,,

1614


