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A MILITARY TOURNAMENT.

A PROI>OSITION tlîat lias been go-
ing thie rounds of military nmen is

to have conipetitiolis betweeîî the various
regirnental districts ini the matter of gym-
nastics. A tournanient is shortly to be
lield lu '1oronto, at which it is to be hîoped
thiat teains froni the varlous districts will
be represented. Is it not possible to,
have a grand iihitary tour,îanieîit, some-
tliiig after the hunes of the miitary tourna-
ment lîeld lu London ? We have got our

B lisley." Why not then, have our military
tournaîîîent ? A few weeks ago one of
tlie ieadingç mihitary papers lu the Ohd
C'ountry stated that representatives froîn
tlie national forces would receive a hîearty
weicome to tic military touruamnît. A
teani for this could be just as wveli picked
as the twenty for Bisley are. Let the
teanîs froni the various battaliouîs conîpete
lu a grand finai, and the teauîî winning
the primer position be the one sent to
represent Caniada. If this were taken uli
it would give an impetus to such work iii

the force. Eaclî and ail would have the
saine chîance, anîd there is rio reason wvhy
a blue ribbon slîould not follow such a
teani across the " Plond." 't'le niaterial
is hiere and requires oniy the gatlîerîng of
itl ogetlîer to do so.

STRENGTH 0F THE BRITISH
ARMY.

T OMMX'.I ATKINS lu the Britishî
arnîy is gettiuîg lus wants well hooked

ah 1er. 'l'le old days are passing away
so nîuch 50 iiat the veterani is wvont.
to look with nîo favorable eye on the inew
state of thîiugs, and witl i s proverbial
growl wonders if such a state of thîings is
glood for tie army. [bat iaters have
taken a decided turn for the better is
clearly sliown in the reports just issued
for 1 S95. The phîysical developrneîît of
the recruit is to be still furthier looked
after, according to the iîew syllabus wlîich
lias just been approved of. A youug
rnani's fitness for tic ranks is flot to be
judged by the iîuniber of days' drill he
puts lui, but mîust depend upon hîow lie
cornes out of the examination of a board
of officers, whio will report 'vhether he is
likely to be a fit subject for 1-er Majesty's
arniy or whethier lie be dischiarged as not
being likeiy to beconie an efficient soldier.
WVhile lu the depot recruits will have to
do0 twventy hours' work a wveek, ten of
which are to be devoted to gytuinastic and
phîysical exercise ; of the remaining ten

hours, on his completion of seven weeks'
work, he will commence a two hours
mnarch per day without valises, to be
gradually extended to three or more in
full nîarching order.

During the past year there has beeti no
difficulty in securîng recruits to keep up
the arnîy to the strengtn authorized by
Parliament. This, too, witlî a decrease
fioui previous years of the numiber wvlo
enilisted under standard. In the Iast five
years the figures have fallen froi 32.9

per cent. in 1891 to 19.9 per cent. in

1895. It is gratifying also to note that
of the 1,370 'vho joined during the first
six months Of 1895, wiîen re-mneasured on
J anuary 1, 1896, nolO ess than 923 were
foiind to hiave reachied the full standard.
The loss from desertion has been much
iess thani in any previous year siniceth
establishmnent of the short service, ai-
tlîough there are 3-,000 men more.

'lO the i mprovernents in messing, and
the comifort of the men being better
looked after lu barracks, are due in a great
mneasure the failing off iii niisdemeanor.

, 'lie militia force also shows up well,
notwithstanding the fact that during 1895
there ivas a decrease in the number eni-
rolled. The numrber present at the an-
nuai training shoNs a niarked improve-
ment, and the number thus available for
service is gradually increasing. TUhis is
probably due to the fact that paymient of
the bounty is made until the mari actually
cornes UI) for his annual training instead
of, as fornierly, paying it wvhen lie re-
engaged. Thei number of desertions from
the effective strengthli as fallen frorn 12.9

per cent. ini 1893 to 7.1 per cent. in t895.
The Militia lReserve, wvhiclî is com-

prised exciusively of enlisted niilitianîen,
is a very pol)ular force. Applications to
enlist have not lifrequently to, be refused,
as the establishments in rnany instances
are complete. TIhe reserve militia men
receive a bounity of $5, payable at the ter-
mination of each annual training. For
this they niake a stili further engagement,
which renders them liable to be called out
for permanent nîilitary service either at
home or abroad in case of " imminent
nationial danger or of great emergency."y

With the volunteers matters are very
satisfactory. 'lhle oniy ditficulty experi-
enced ilu that force is the present dearth
of officers. To meut this an additioual
sum has been taken out iu order to assist
officers in providing an outfit. A special
suin lias also been i)rovided for zrants to
officers atuending schools of in~struction.

'Uhere were 400 more returîîed efficient
than for the previous year, although there
wvas a slight falling of in the numbers at-
tending inspection, the total for 1895 be-
ing 198,673, as against 200,592 for 189-4.

Altogether the British arr-ny is lu a pros-
perous and healthy condition. T[hle
better looking after of the men, so that
their position may be raised, will ln a
great measure do away witlî the prejudice
that was often evinced by a probable
recruit that while stili hankering after the
field where glory and renown were. won,
a solder's life wvas bound by too liard an
iron rule.

MEDICAL REOUISITES FOR
CAMPS 0F INSTRUCTION.IN the past it has been held by tliose lii
authority that it wvas quite sufficient

that the soldier attending a camîpof in-
struction slîould have a pair of boots, an
ili-fitting uniforni, a threadbare blauket-
lie would be iucky if lie were the sole
occupier of it-and a slîootiîîg iron of
sonie description. 'rimes are changing
and public opinionî is supporting the
Goverîim2nt lu thîe large proposed ap-
propriation for newv armament. 'l'lie idea
is now begininîg to invade the sanctity of
the official rnid, causing a certain unrest,
a disturbance of old and rusty notions
that perlîaps thie niedical service is not
wvlat it should be, thiat possibly the stores
of medical comforts and appliances and
even requisites are liot of thîe iatest pat-
tern or are entireiv wainting. What an
official, nuisance these doctors are ! Why,
lîey are actua lly getting tired of supply-
ing thie canmps with uiedicines anîd appli-
ances free of charge ! Soniething muitst
be doue to put dowîî such raîîk uîîutinv'.
Wlîy uîot cut off tlîeir cocked liats and
featliers and unifornîs ! Why have aiîy
medical officers ; they could be liired
locaily at a camp like thîe other beasts of
burden. Some people think thiat thîe
medical profession lias no social status ini
this country, and therefore no influence.
Such a notion is an absurdity. 'l'le
medical profession is held lu high esteern
by ail classes, and if the members of it
have flot thîrust themselves forward it is
because tlîey probably did not feel any
necessity to do so. TIhe militia is aivc
to the fact that niedical officers are miost
anxious to do their work as well in theli
s1)here as the combatants in theirs, and
tlîat both are interdependent. Mil1îi
miedical reforni is a battle cry which %vil'
raill> the best clemeuts ini the force,


