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A NEW SOUTH WALES MEETING.

The Australian mails bring news of a
very successful six days prize meeun , held
under the auspices of the New bouth
Wales Rifle Association, at the Randwick
range.  General public interest was taken
in the gathering.  The official function-
aries of the colony, including Lord Jersey
(Governor), Admiral Tord Chirles Scott,
General Richardson (cominanding military
forces), and other leading officers ot the
services, and members of both houses of
the legislature.evinced much active interest
in the success of the meering,

T'ne Governor at a luncheon given by
the association on the range, under the
presidency of S Willtamy M tland, said
he wos pleased to learn that the targets in
us¢ were of colonial invention. He looked
upon the association as an insti ution
working for the public good.  While the
muitary comm mder said the association
exercised an immense influence of a bene-
ficial kind over that branch of the public
scrvice which he had the honour to com-
mand, he knew of nothing which exercised
a.more poserful cff ot Whatever system
meghe be nan zarated to draw men to the
colours in the colomies, he believed  the
assoctation would have as great, 1t not
greater, cffect than any other.

Among the more maportant events of
the mecting, as having an intevest beyond
the limits of the colony, was the inter-
nationmil team match,  In this contest
Austraita, Eoglind) Ireland, Seotdand and
Wales were represented by teams of eight,

who tired ten shots at 500 and 6oo yards. ,

To the honour of the native team be it
said, they came out top by 34 pornts from
the fiish, who were cight points i front
of the Seotse The eizht ropresenting
England were 48 points behind the win-
ners, and Wales whippe b in the uintetre
ot teams.  Thie objectives of the mateh
arc the ternational challenge cup, and
gold medals o the captain and members
of the suceessful cight,

En the match oper o regimental teams
of ten, firing I]I':wn shots i 6oo yards, for
prizes of L1250 £715, aad three of fho
cach, the l\ AR VA
of the fand service teams, making 6co
poitts cut of o possible ;500 The oth r
four prizes el to the gth Regime.t, Naval
Brigade, and Regiment Reserves. and the
Engimears. For the championship of the
mectng, which carries the gold medal
of the assoeiatbm, and the sum of L7100,
three competitors tied with a grand agere:

gate of 373 points, counting the scores in
four qualttying competitions.  ‘T'he  trio
shotolf by tiving three rounds at 700 vards,
with the result that Private Franeis (G rri-
gong v} was the vie tor, s¢ nllnL cheven ])()lms
asagainst Licutenant Honey (Kiama) nine
points, anid Scrgeant I\cnnul) (Kingston
College Cadets) six points.

team beat the aviole !
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 Mauser single Leader all the
Caomagazine rifle, and enabled it o fire

MobERN WEAPONS.

The British Intell'gence Department
has been preparing a hst of modern rifles
and carbines. Ot 22 European nations
only Greeee, Roumania, 1 gypt, Servia,
and Spain sull have single-loaders.  Bel-
gium has the lightest rifle and Portugal
the heaviest. In Delzium and Turkey
ts found the smallest calibre, it being . 301
in., while the largest of the mazazine riiles
are those of [Ho'land and China.  The
firthest sighted of all is the Lee-Metford,
which is sighted at 3 500 yards. "This
carries 8 rounds in its magazines, but in
the latter pointis exceeded by Switzerland
with 12 and Portugal with.g, and eqalled
by France and Japan  The Monnlicher
is adopted by only three nati ms, while
the Lee hids favor in six, besides France,

which has adopred what is substantially

the Lee, without the complications it was

necessary to intr duce into it 1o seeure s

adopti m by England.
t'mjor ry
officialisim to admire whatis ave apparent y
trreststible. Our auwthorities are still un-
able to make up thetr minds on the subject
of the best cun and are much in the
post ion ot the man who spent his lite in
seek ng the unknowable and striving after
the unattainaide.  We shall never veach
this point untill we are informed by divine
revelation as to which s the gun ot the
tuture.  We must, perforee, d.ovote our
tadlible human judaments to the sclection
of the bost obtainable gun of the present.”

Toe Grraax R,
The correspondent of the TLondon Z7m:s

Lt the Germar autarmn manceusres thinks

that the German nile
and most practical nplitary weapon yet
put ints the hands of any soldier.
s no “cut off 7 to convart the may
ritle to a single-loader. Lable 10 jam from
VAIIONS Catses, no necessity for recharg
inz the magazine, and no possibilivy of
inding it empty at a crtical moment.
The soldier simply apens  the breeeh,
thrusts m a Imlu ‘metal case conta niny
five cartridges. and fires them in suecees-
sten, The nfth time he draws back the
ddock the empty case 15 ejected  and
diother put g so that no time 1s wasted
i fumbiing for single cart idges. Further,
the arrang 'ment of the expense pouch
offers prac teally the advantagze of a maga-
zinc. The pouch on the right hand side
s kept constantly full from the others,
and s hid when open talls outward.,
possessing herein a great advantage over
all others, *As a0 practical arrangement,’
we are asswied,  ‘this gave to the old

within the minute a greater number of
rounds without the nany disadvantages of
the latter such as empty mng zine at the
crivical - moment. cte Another practcal
point 1 noticed s the packing of these
catnidg s’ Fach hude ease of hve cart-
ridges 1s packed with two otaers ina card.

An English ¢con-
says: *“The temprations of | ammunii n box, wheh can be rmdnly

zine - fire may e maintained until the magazine
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board packet closed by a strip of tape,
which is pulled off by a jerk, ard uncovers
not only the cases, but holes cut out for
the fingers and thumb to grasp them by.
The advantages of this simple arrangement
are obvious; no time islost in stowing
away the separate cartridges ; they can be
thrown down in the shooting line without
dust and grit sticking to the lubricant ; the
distribution of ammunition is rendered
more easy, and also its collection from
the wounded.  Fifteen of these packets
go into a larger and stronger millboard
box, which is closed in the same manner,
and to which is further attached a picce
of strong webhbing, by which it can be
readdily lifred out of ihe amimuaition wag-
cons, and two of them knotted togethe

can be conveniently carried  over  the
shoulders or by any sort of a stick, their
iint wewht being about 32 1hs: and their
co teats 530 ponnds, or 225 cach,
Five more o, these boxes o i to a regular

opened and the contents tumbled out.
The weight of the new cartridges is about
thice to two of the old onces, henee for
the 100 rounds formerly carried the man
now carries 1350, which are distributed in
the following mannei: 3o reunds in each
ot the front pouches, ::nd 9: rounds in a
seperate pouch behind. Wiih the new
lialian vifle 160 of its smokeless powder
cartridges can be carried. Ttis f urfeet
long (1 2 meteres) and of 85 miilimetres

358) calibre. It has an initial velocity
of 720 metres (2.382 feet) per second and
it 1s said that the ball will prerce two
mattresses and two planks 12 centimetres

(5 inches) thick at a distance of 1,200

“the stmplest

There |

metres, or 3,000 feet. Loading is effected
by means of wagazines containing five

cartridges, so arranzed  that a repeating

i< exhausted. The muzze veloeity of the

Foench Berthier is 2 071 ll.Lt per se ond.”
ce e e o -

We are delizhied to hcnr that ex King

Milin late of Scrvia, s about to proceed

to Persia as General in-chief of thie shalh’s

cwabry. The latter whed it has been
duly reorganised by its new chief, will

“hecome the wonder of the civilised world.

YR

advantages of

We helieve we are correct in supposing
that General Milain wili pay particular
attention to the morals of the otficers and
men under his command, and that gamb-
ling and offences caleulated to lnln" the
holy tie of matrimony into contempt, will
he dealt with most severely under his
There is, we may, add no found-
aion for the report that simultancou-ly
with the ex-King of Servia’s deputation to
Teheran, Queen Nathalie will proceed to
Danomey for the purpase of reorganising
the tocal Amazons,  But several deeayed
and mare or ess dissolute prineciings are,
we understind, in active negotiation with
the Amir or Cabul and other oriental
despets anxious to have their treops
instructed aceording to the most approv c.d
Luropean models — Broad Ay row.



