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‘ @Tartoon Tomnrents

Leaoixg CarTooN—No comedian of the
present day ventures more on his established
popnlarity than the Premier of Canada, Sir
John has the most childlike and unquestioning
confidence in the good nature of the ¢ House,”
and accordingly conducts himself in . manner
which is often contrary to all the accepted
rules of ministerial success. Look at him at
the present moment. The audience is assem-
bled in expectation of somethingunusually bril-
liant. It has been whispered abroad that the
popular Star is to make his first appearance
as the Friend of the Factory-hand, and intends
also to give several other novelties on the oc-
casion. Under such circumstances almost any
actor would feel put upon his mettle, and how-
ever old in his profession, could not but feel
nervous lest he might in some measure disap-
point his anxious friends. But Sir John isn't
a comedian of that sort. He sends the Vice-
regal Chairman out to announce a programme
in which there isn’t a taste of novelty, and
which makes no mention of factory hands,
whatever. He feels perfectly confident that
a round of hia old business will secure him
just as much applause as any attempt at
novelty would, while it will be a deal less
risky and tronblesome. The Session’s enter-
tainment will therefore consist of a screaming
threc-week comedy, ecntitled ¢ Nothing to
Do,” followed by a six-wegk farce, entitled
¢¢The Blather-skite,” the whole to conclude
with a one-weck pantomime, called ‘ Subsides
all Round,” John A, in his old familiar charac-
ters in each piece.

First Paae—Professor Foster will please
accept GRIP'S condolence on the sudden de-
mise of his dear little Parliamentary offspring,
the McCarthy Act. Perhaps no words of
ours will mollify the wound in the fond parent'’s
heart, but it ought to be a comnsolation to re-
flect that the deceased Act was conceived in

cussedness, and brought forth in unconstitu-
tionality, Moreover, the Professor has the
gloomy satisfaction of attending the fuperal
aloue, and acting as hearse, chief mourner, and
sexton himself. Nobody else can be induced
to follow the corpse. McCarthy, its god-
father, has an engagement elsewhere, while
John A. and Tilley wish it to be distinctly
understood that this is none of their funeral.
"This comes, dear Professor, of sitting behind a
Government whichhas invented the convenient
trick of divesting themselves of their respon-
sibility when it seems deairable to do so, and
casting all the onus of doubtinl acts on those
who are soft enough to assume the blame.

Eienrii Pagr—For the information of the
bucolic Canadian, who lhas never been at

Ottawa during the opening ceremonies of the |

House—who, in fact has no share in the mag-
nificence, except the felicity of paying the
piper, we present a graphic picture of the
scene with which Parliament is opened The
back country subscriber may be surprised to
learn that the three knocks and three bows
here depicted are an integral and highly
precious part of the British Constitution, and
that they cost more than $500 each. They
are dirt cheap, too, for the entire intellect of
the Usher of the Black Rod is concentrated on
their proper delivery. We do mnot publish
these pictures with the view of bringing about
a sudden abolition of Black Rod and his non-
sense.  We hope, indeed, that the average
Canadian will be able to look upon them with
composure, if not with pride, for we can con-
scientiously assure him that the Ushor of the
Blick Rod renders more publie service for his
salary than half the members of the House.

HOW T0 BECOME AN ART CRITIC.

I'm a eritic—plcture critic—and some hints I will impart
Upon the way to criticize the modern works of art.

You really ncedn’t know a thing of art: you merely need
To be well posted in its terms, and, if g0, you’ll succeed.
If to be a picture eritic you desire, sot to work

\And some technical oxpressions learn jand don't attempt

to shirk

And leave your task hali-finished ; for the person who
intends

To bo & ctitic must have ‘“terms” right at his finger-

ends.
And when critiques you start to write don’t care abous
tholr sense ;

Use terms judiciously and folks will say you aroim-
menso !

I'll mention just a few of them to put you in tho way :

They are o sweetly simplo you can learn them in a'day.

You may depend upon it that if you use them right,

Yourfdgfci‘c';ts and Jack of knowledge will be hiddon—out
of sight.

’l.‘hnsni artists who exhibit,when you praise thom,will de-
claro

That, 83w picture eritic, you've no equal anywhere ;

‘Chey’ll treat you to the t on earth; good dinnhors;
cholcest wine;

And—if they’ve got themn, bank-notes they'll Jay betore
your shrine,

They'll sel(é the power your good opinton has: cach paint-
ing o

Will do his best to win that rzood opinion for himself.

Those others whom you castigate, of course, will angry

be,

But they'll strive to win you to their side with dainty,
golden fec.

Then, next year, give them * taffy,” and declarc their
work is fine;

By following these rules, be sure, & critic you will shine.

At timey, of course, upon some works you must not be
decided,

But be a little vague, for that's the very way that I did :

And when you see that picture “ takes,” then praise it to
the skies,

Its nulthor will declare you have a judgment sound and
Wwise, .

Now, here are some expressions which I vary as I
choose,

But somo of them, of course, in every article I use..

“ Breadth,” depth," I ";!IIC," “shade," “stylc,"
‘“energy,” * tone,” “outling*’ and *“ repose,”

" Fo:il:shorten," ‘‘unobtrusive,” expressions such as

03e -

Will stamp you as a critic of discernment, rich and rare;

Next, }‘“ chiaro-oscuro;" that you'll sec’s o setticr cvery-
where.

Then, cgmpound terms, as ‘‘ harmony of coloring,” and,
sue

Next, “ easy-flowing pencil” and *facilc grnce of touch.”

. ** Great dignity and grace ” is good, and *‘grand relief”

as well,

Andt: }‘)ollldness of foreshortening’s ¥ a torm thut’s sure
ell, X

Then “ admirable study,” and “ gxquisite morceaux,”

And “gr:,;_nd perspective beauty” *‘an idea of deep re-

Aposc. . . N

“ Fine recgdmg of the objccts,” then hint, with some
asperity

At ¢'B’s great youthful boldness which borders on
temerity.”

**Colored with dainty sweetness,” sounds really very

tio,

And ¢ union of barmouny'”’s a ripper in its line.”

“ Delicious depth of vag in the foregronnd and
verspective.”

¢ The chiaro-oscuro wonderful ; decidedly effective.”

Theso fow will do for praising : next you must use the

lash,

Well, ¢ faulty in expression,” ¢ his use of yellows rash.”

‘¢ Not oxempt from vice of manncrism,” ‘¢ slovenly pro-
dugtion,”

* Gandy to offensivencss,” ** injudicious introduction.”

** Somewhat awkward and constrained,” and *too clearly
out of keeping.”

Such terms as these will send a youthful artist mad with
weeping,

When you wish to praise, yet not too much, say * This
artist” (giving name)

Is rapidly ascendine the glittering steps of fame ;

His Jatest work might rank with™ some now hanging in
tho Louvre—

But he might have added, certainly, to this, his rea)
chef-d'ervvre,

Had ho given moro attention to what we, last year,
suid, .

And bflcn just the veriest trific more sparing with his
red.”

Naw, to be an able eritie, you realty do not need

To ll:nt;:lv the least of artitsclf, but of its terms take
heed.

And use those tertng judiciously, and artists ns they

pass
wilt :\ck;xo\vlcdgo you a critle ; or, if not that, an—ass!
—8.

A SLANDEROUS PICTURE.

My DEar Grir,—Ha, ha, ha! Ho, ho, ho!
T've got tolaugh: can’s help it. I gota copy
of the Ji/usirated London News the other day,
and lo ! it contained a miraculous picture en-
titled ¢¢ Christmas in Canada.” I will endeavor
to describe the scene. :

A man and a woman are depicted descend-
ing a gloomy, disolute-looking mountain path,
ap[iarentl.y on their way to worship, as the fe-
male carries some books. (The artist is gen-
erous enough to allow that some Canadians
canread.) The man is attired, as becomes a
person who has to encounter the fearful bliz-
zard that blows continuously in this country,
from’ Septembier the 30th to May the l5th—¥;1




