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Lamb may cause difficulties to us here on earth,
all is simple, and jost s it would ceem that it
ghould be, to those who live in that blessed
place, whither we trust that we too shall one
day be brought, .

After all, when we speak of difficulties, when
we are tempted to regard the doctrine of the
Holy Trinity as & hard saying whioch men can-
not hear, may it not he argued that from eome
points of view, even to us in this life, the
dootrine is one easily to be received ? Is mot
the picture of the Son of God—in other words,
Gcd Himeelf—stooping to our infirmities in
order 1o ypreach a gospel of reccueiliation,
ccmirg down 1o the condition of man in order
that men might be raised vp to God, dying in
iime that we poor creatures mightlive in eter-
nity,—is pot this picture, which is drawngo
simply yet 50 nobly on the pages of the New
Testament, something which piain people can
regsrd with loving wonder, if it paeses their
power to urdersisnd the whole of it? Has it
not, in fact, been proved by the experience of
ceniuries 'hat samehow the divine power, the
divine character, the divine love of Christ, do
commend themselves to the highest intelleots
that God has made, as well g8 1o the ignorant
and the simple ¥ No one ean fathom the mystery
of God's being ; but every one can lister with
a feeling of worshipping love to One Who aays,
in a tone which carries couviotion to the beart
that His words are real, ‘Come unto Me, all ye
that are weary and heavy laden, and I will give
you rest,

Now let me add a few words for the purpose
of drawing one or two useful conclusions from
the words which I have taken ag a text.

In the first place, let it be cbzerved that the
occupation of creatnres higher than ourselves,
as well as thore .who, having been dwellers
tpon esrth, have attained to celestial joys,
wonld seem o be the adoration of the Huly
Tiinity. Iapprebend that this dote not ex-
haust 1be desoription of the cecupation of the
heavenly hest,  We read of angels a8 ‘minister-
ing spirits, sent forth to minister to those who
shall be heirg of salvation,’ from which we may
conciude that there is sctive work for spirits
before the throne of God as there is aotive work
for God's eervarts ouw earth, Nevertheless,
adoration of the holiness of God, service of wor-
thip and praise, & higher knowledge of mys-
teries, and & cloger coemmunicn with Father,
Scr, axd Holy Ghost than is poesiblo bere,—
this may ke regarded sg an important psrt of
the cccupation of heaven, And if this be so, I
tbirk we msy learn the lesson that adoration
of ike Holy Trinity is the most wholesome 1o
paration of the scul of man for eternal life It
is not everylbing; there iz plenty of hard,
ccxomonplace, wesrying work 1o be done in this
wa1ld, and the doing of this work isanecessary
cordition of spiritual health ; but, deperd upon
it, we shall do our daily work most theroughiy,
when cur hesrts are most in accord with 1bhoee
blessed creatures who offer constant worship
kelore the thione of Ged. The beet worshipper
will be the hest werker, and worehip is the life
of work.

Then, sccondly, noto those words which tell
s that they ** rest not day or night.” But rest
is that which 10 many & weary goul is the great
hope of heaver; to many this werld is {ull of
1abour snd care und trouble, He who can give
rest is the deliverer whom many a lired man or
womsen desiderates with heart and soul, Yes,
this is esty 1o understand, But though there
is no rest for the choir before the throne, there
is no weariness, It is the sense of weariness
which animates the ory for rest. The strong
man who leela no fatigue delights in using bis
powers; thestrong youth climbs the monntains;
the Leslthy student epjoys his work by night
snd day ; the man who is placed in & position
of difficuity and responsibility rejoices in carry-
ing the honorable burden put upon him, because
be feels that he can do it, And so, doubtless,
they who reet not day nor night before the

throne of God need no rest, because the pre-
sence of God is their strength, their joy, all
that thay desire or need,

Lastly, lot us observe the continnity which
ought to exist between the lifa of man on earth
and the life of man before the throne of Gad
énd tte Lamb. The work begun here should
be continued there. The worship in which we
havo learped to join on earth should be the
preiude to higher and more spiritual worship.
The musio of praise which we try to utter here
with faltering voices, and sometimes with jar-
ring notes and imperfect harmony, shoald lead
up to those more perfect songs and ohoruses
in which the whole host of heaven take part
How the gap belween things seen and things
not scen, between the temporal and the sternal,
will be bridged over, we cannot eay. If we fall
asleep in Christ, we may be satisfied that in
tome way we shall wake up in hie His likeness
and be satisficd with it. But the great practical
question is, how wo can bring our lives here
into the most complete harmony with what we
learn that our lives must be in tho great future,
if that future is to be spent in the presence of
God. There is much in this world to recom~
mend {o us a lower view of human life than
that which is thus indicated; and if we elrive
to adopt the higher view, wo may often find it
to be painfully true that the spirit 18 willing,
but the flesh is weak., ¥Yet certainly we may
hope to find asgistance in onr struggle by striv
ing to peep through that door ia heaven which
was opened to St. Jobn, and through which he
saw and heard such wonderful things, Who
will not feel himself strengthened for his daily
task, encouraged to persevers, ashamed 1o fall
back from his profession, steadfast in his dotor-
miration to imitate Christ, who oan hear daily
the echo of that heavenly hymn, ¢ Holy, holy,
Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, snd is
to come? "—~Rermons for the People, S.P.C K.

CONGREGATIONAL SINGING.

The ¢ Church Congregational Music Assc-
ciation” was founded in Bngland two years ago
avowedly to provide ‘simple, solid, devotioral’
compogitions for use in the service of the
Churech, to induce composers to work on such
lines as will hest tond towards this end, and to
scquire, when possible, the copyright of =p
proved works. A cirounlsr recontly issued gives
the following doscription of the sesocistion’s
method : 1. The adoption of preces and respon-
ges, similar 1o the Ancient Plain Song, with &
low reciting note (B}, snd suficiently simple
{for general use. 2, The providing of the sim-
plost and most expressive rettings for cantioles,
when uacd instead of cbants, fully p-inted with
tho neceeeary directions for peoplo us well as
choir; also the printing of the music over
every word in the case of both canticles and
paalter ; the chants being low pitched, and no
recitation note higher thsn B. 3, Lhe placing
of the musioe so provided in the bands of every
member of the coogregation. 4. The pro-
motion of regular congregational practices, and
the occesional meeting together of congre-
gations for & united service, as way be arranged
by the council. H. The delivering of lectures,
with illustrations, upon invitation of the clergy,
in different parts of the country.’

The prinociples and policy of the association
are actively opposed by Churoh musicians and
others who sare interested in, or lovers of, a
more elaborate musical service than any in
which & congregation csn take part, Not 4
few persons, moreover, 8€e in the movement &
resl, though, perhaps, unavowed attack on the
ornate forms of worship at present 80 much in
vogue,

An interesling speech was made at the same
mesting by Mr. J. C. Iorsley, R.A.,, who
pointed out that the Germuns ‘threw all their
knowledge snd ecience to the winds in the

churches,” The veteran artist oontinued ;

*Mendelesohn was one of my dearest frisnds,

and ha, Maofsrren, Benedio$, and othors had

told him that that was the great orux and

seorot ; ' if yon will have part singing in your
churches yoa cannot have congrogationsl sing-
ing.! There is, no doubt, muoh to be said for
this view, and it is satisfactory to know that

the congregation, whose right to join in publio

praise cannot be doubled, have now an organ-
izad body of champions, by whom that right
will not readily be sarrendered. —Ez.

MAN'S WORK,

‘Man's use and funotion is to be witness of the
glory of God, and to advanos that glory by hia
reasonable obedience and resultant happiness,
Whatever enubles us to falfil this function is, in
the pure and first sense of the word, useful to
us. Pre.eminenily, therofore, whatover se's
the glory of God move brightly bofore us, Bt
tnings that only help us to exist are, in a
seoondary and mean sense, usoful, or rather, if
they be looked for alone, they aro useless, and
woreo; for it wouald be betier thav we should
not exist than that we should guiltily dissppoint
the purposes of existonce, And yot peop's
speak in thia working sgo, whn they speak
trom their hearts, as it houses, and lands, and
food, and raiment were alove useful; and as if
gight, thought and ndmirstion wore all profii-
less, g0 that men insolently call thomasclves
Ulilitarians, who would tura, if they had their
way, themselves and their rute into vegotables
—men who think, so far a8 such osn be said to
think, that the moat is more than the life, and
the raiment than the body; who look to tho
eurth as a atablo, and its Jruit as fudder ; vine-
dressers and husbandmon, who love the corn
they grind and the grapes they orush hetter
thun the gardens of the angels upon the siopoes
of Eden ; howers of wood and drawers of water,
who think it is to give them wood to hew and
water 10 draw that the pine forosts cover the
mountsins Jike theshadow of God, and the grout
rivers move like His eternity. And so comes
upon us that woe ol the Proacher—that sithoagh
God *hath made everyihing boautiful in His
time, also He hath st the world in thoir heart,
80 that no man can find ont the works thut God
makoth from the beginning to the end,’—J
Rwdkin in Fam ly Churchman,

DIOCESE OF FREDERICTON.

GraND MANAN —Grand Mansn was visited
by his Lordship the Coadjutor Bishop on Wed-
needay, the 6:h inst. In the morning at 8t,
Paul's Church, Grand Harbour, he administered

the rite of Confirmation to cightoen candidates,
sfter whioh he delivered an eloquont address to
a Jarge and attentive congregation. The Bishop
bad to retarn to Fredricton on Thursday morn-
ing, but we hopo that in tho near fatare he will
come sgain and muke us a Ionger visit. Tho
Church here ia steadily increasing, Since the
tho middie of March the Reotor, Rov. W. 8.
Covert, hus baptized twelve persons. Although
times have been so hard on this Island for the
last two years, improvements have been made
in both Churches, A carpet hasbeen pluced in
the ohavoel of St. Paul's, and two very hand-
some chairs in the Church of the Ascension,
Northern Head, The cveuing aervices held
throughont the week are much better atlended
than formerly, whioh is very encouraging,

The Lomp's Day is to be unlikc other daya,
and it is also to bo marked by pentive charac-

teristics which shall proclaim its dedication to
God,—Liddon.

One noble act suggests another, one great

gacrifice for truth prompts another,— Lidden,



