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gain bis bialf cent additional profit by rnaking out bis bill in
*ct:7rrcncy instead or in dollars and cents, in consequence of
the iinpossibility of making even cents out of the odd nine-
.pence currency.

Hall a cent is but as infinitesiniat fraction over a larthing;
but- 1 arn toId that many tradesnien niake a good thing out
of the larthings in change whkch Ilgcntecl I custorners con-
ternptucusly relluse to trntablc theniselves with ; and so do
the Ilcute I traders out or the hall cents they continue to
squeeze out of those customiers who arc flot up to the trick,
and who do flot insist upon their bis being rcndered in legiti-
mate dollars and cents. UP tO 135 2-3 tlîis currcncy annuoy-
ance was rendcred more annoying and perplexing in con-
sequence of the practicc that prcvailed throughout the States
ef taking or giving in change, over the counter, Spanish
quarter dollars, and pistarcens and French francs and hall-
francs, and Gcrnian florins and guildcrs, and Englishi hall-
crowvns, shligand sixpences. as %vcll as lesser silvcr coins;
-in fact, the current coins ol ail nations, at a certain specified
valuation, which could bc found by relerring to the IlBank
B3ill Directories." The specified value of these loreign coins
was, howvevcr. liable to depreciation, accordingly as the coins
weré %vorn or dilapidated;, and the value of worn or dilapi-
dated force coins wvas detern:iined at the wvill or caprice of
any person wvho chosc to consider that they had done duty
at their specified value long enough. Aillthatw~as nccessary
irs such case %vas to scratch a cross diagonally on the lace of
the coin, when it irninediatcly diniinislhcd iii value. For
instance, 1 bave taken iii change, at the rate of twenty-five
cents, a Spanishi or Nicxican quarter dollar, perhaps worn so
smooth that the device upon its lace is scarccly distinguisb-
able. I enter a shop, or l'store"I and niakce a purchase, and
tender in paynient, ameing other change, my smooth Spanish
quarter. The slhopkeeper happens to be in a bad humor, or
from sonie cause or another lie is unusually sharp. Ile


