"+ hocdlessness, and other worse

- THEY RECEIVED THE WORD WITIL ALL READINESS OF MIND, AND SEARCHED TIE SCRIPTURES DAILY, WHETHER THOSE TIINGS WERE SO.—Acrs xvir. 11. E
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L THE SAVIOUR'S INQUIRY. set up in the Western churchy aiid seem but too {loss to know how the apostie’s rebuke is (o be in- ; to manage it wholly for their good and  advantage _ADVERSITY.
“And dost thou love me more than all K »

Thy friends and pleasnres vare ?
And canst thou leave them at my call,
My love through life to share ?

" Then fling n faithicss world away,
A world of sin and strife s — .
From darkuess raised, O hail the day
That shines to give thee Lilo !
Rev. Dy, Cutter.

vttt

PRIMITIVE EXTENT. OF DIOCLESES.
= Concluded. »

Htaly is the only part of the West cerlainly
Lnown to have been thus favoured, laly is dis-
tinguished from all the test of the western eburch
by the smallness of its dioceses.. "The kingdum of
Naples, confaining aliout 30,000 sauave niles, has
154; leaving to each an areq of something less
than 105 miles. Let no suspicion of popery touch
this settlement. 1t can he proved that the policy of
the Chureh of Rome has been to diminish the num-
ber of bishoprics, and that it has acluaily gone on
for ages consolidating dioceses within the papal ter-
ritories, while without they have been reluctantly
increased as a measure of reformation at the urgent
instance of the secular powers. Rome, too, Ioves
matey, and would have Episcopal work dene quick
and cheap, . . ) )

But the very suspicion of popery is casily avoided,
(io back to the sixl{l cenmry.  Count and measnre
the lalian dioceses be.ore the cra of the beast.
The data are full and accurate um'i from (hese
Bingham establishes the fact that within 50 miles
square around Rome, (‘.':')(I()‘ square nuh's,)_lh(_-m
were 20 dioceses, Rome itsell included : leaving to
each district a surface of 123 square miles, The
1S dioceses of the province of Umbria were even
less, averaging 100 miles to each,  All these have
been consolidated by the Pope, by threes and fours,
and propostionately reduced i number. )

Here, then, we have a standard by which thq
state of New Yark is divizible into from 370 to 450
dioceses, and that standard furnished by the only
part of Furope which was unquestionahly converted
and settled on w Christian basis by an. apostolic
ministry.

No doubt this district was then one of the most
populous in the world: but no disproporlion in o=
lation would account for such a diferénee’in super-
ficial extent. Tt would require the whole popu-

‘Yation of the globe to be brought into the state of

New York, to make an adjustment on that ground.
Desides, we are to remember that as Rome was  nat
built, so neither was it Christianized in a day 3 and

© it must-have been long, very long, before the .infant

church bore the same proportion. o its” population.
that our chureh-bears to the population-af the state,

" and no- inconsiderable while:before it even bore the

same proportion lo° supetficial ‘extent -of country

““that we ‘Epis_copali{’msk now bear to our _vou‘ng,terr?-ﬁ

{orb‘".%‘ss NI R A T T T R T
= Rut if\tlic' heighbon‘rh‘nod_of,_;R.ome‘,h(nd:\lonevpre;

sented i this standard of. Episcopal: jurisdiction, w
might suspect it, however earlyyof popery by antici-

‘pation’ or setitiaside as an anomalous state of things;

growing outof the unique. position of the. envirous
of: {he capilal'of theaworld.. G :
‘Itiis:not 'so, -howeverew/Turnawvhere we: wul
soon a8 wa come wpon - thi - footsleps of an Apostie,
we discover the same state of things. . If (hete be

| a fonture of external discipline in the: Chureh, surely

stamped with the character. of apostolical, "it s
this. .0 . o
T 'will tronble.yow with only ene instance, bat it
shall he ol the most unc.\'cep{ionable kind, Fuking
itself inscpnrahl&' }\"xlh one of the plain testimonies
of Saciipture to Lipiscopacy. .

Thete is no pait of the Church of which the con-
dition at an early dateis better ascertained than that
in the district of Asia Minor, known as }’roconsulnr
Asia. There is none in which apostolic presence
and influence is more clearly ascertained. There is
none which, like that, can bring the direct divine
sanction for its constitution. There were the seven
churches to which the Lord himself sent special
messages by the mouth of John, - The churches of
which ane was raled by the beloved diseiple unlil
long aftcr the probable departure of his fellow apos-
tles, and another, down to the very middle of
the second century by his pupil Polyearp; the
chirches which Ignatius visited, and to which he
v l'I\o'lc‘:\‘v {hesa seven churches, together with Mag-
nesia and Tralles, to.which also, us indepen nl
dioceses, epistles are addressed by the ,marty-_
Antioch, all lay within a portion of Asia Proconsular
and . Lydia, one hundred and five miles square.
Nine dioeeses in an area of eleven thousand and
twenty-five square miles is an arrangement nol in
perfect agreement with the premature but as 3 et
incomplele legislation of our General Convention,
assigning 2 minimum of cight thousand. It would
place thirly seven dioceses, instead of one, in the
state of New York. o

Bul is this ali ! Does Asia Minor give a standard
of apostotic episcopacy 5o wide as that found in
Ttaly 7 Far from it There were, indeed, nine.
dioceses, krown to have been such in the first cen-
tury of the Christian era within that area ; but lhe'rc
were, also,-within (he same .area, wenty-three
others, known to have existed b»: the records of the
church ; in all, THmrY-TW0, This gives an ave-
rage of three hundred and forly~five square iiles,
or GNE HUNBRED AND. THIRTY-TWO " dioceses within
the arca of the state of New York. The country
thus divided, was in part mountainous, and’ by no
meais thickly peopled, over its whole surface, al-
thonghil'md’mled several large. cilies, and many

< very ferlile and populous districts. It is by no means

ain that ive kaow all the dioceses it once’ con-
ffnrl:e(l] and this; with the difference in population,
may account for the difference of the standard here
and that in Ialy. - ; o
fg‘;lig;e {heease may Test, . When T finda spol.on
{he earth mare likaly than. thosa now produced to

- : id out ‘inlo. episcopal districts Ly, men-
,gﬁy(?éﬁg?)‘;rhﬁ\col\]'oly Ghoat, and- find"its “standard

S eonal Turisdiction widely differing: from ' that
ﬁi(‘f«?“i?].);:ﬂf‘n in Asia, and in Haly by Paul and
Peler, it may become necessary lo” reconsider’ the

uos‘li,on.f “Until tien I shall vemainy”as now, con-

“vineeil ‘that apostolic episcopacy was not on the pat-

it whic ices from withoutyand
atownrd influences from without, _
{eri which untow: e wilhin, have

likely to perpetuate in our own offshoot.

1tis true, there have been efforts made lo support
the system of large dioceses. It would he strange
it there had not. Much of the assauit upon diocesan
episcapacy has been directed against this feature of
the institution as it existed where best known (o the
assailers. © “I'hie temptation to show skill in the de-
fenée of a strong cause by maintaining its weakest
points has led such advocutes as Maurice, for. ex-
anple, to violate, as | beileve, historic truth, in
order to support the Lpiscopacy of their own chureh,
instead of assuming the high and safe ground of
adhering to' the institation ‘simply inits primitive
apostolie form.  Hooker—the judicious Hooker, is
more wise. 1le waives the question of comparison,
feaving others to inquire into the limits of the ¢ res-
fraint,” vith which he proves that the apostles
commitled the office of Kishops to their successors.

‘That there was any precise, usvarying measure
for those limils—so many square miles, or so many
parishes, or so manv thousand souls—1 am far from
affitming.  On the contrary, we have proof that
even at first the dioceses differed in size and import-
ance, as much as parishes do now. Greal as was
the difference between the bishop of Rome and the
bishop of Eugubinm in Jerome’s . one,there may have
becn hardly Toss inequality between the charge of
the bishop of Jerusalem or the bishop of Antioch
and that of the bishop of some town in Asia Minor
or in Jtaly, in the time of the apostles,  Many pres-
byters and many thousand souls there wmiusl have
been under each of the former from the very ear-
liest petiod 3 and Isee no reason to doubt that it was
the desizn of the inspired founders that the churches
in those cities, under any imaginable increase, should
still remain entrusted exeh to asingle hishop,

No doubt, too, the altered condition of society
would warrant a deparlure from the precise pattern
of a primitive diocese. [ncreased facilities of travel
and interconrse by fetfer and through the press,
have altered the relations of “distance.  Steamboats
and rail-roads, daily mails and Newspapers, enable
a bishop to exercise the seme kind of superintend-
ence over a larger surface and a greater number
now than in the first century. ~Let’ this Dbe taken
into due account, and it witl appear that the subdi-
vision of New Yaork, need nothe by hundreds to re-
duce it to the primitive standard,

Nevertheless, there will remain ascerfainable li-
mits; and those limits will be very far within our
present practice.  All the facilities of travel and
intercourse that exist or may herealter be created
cannot enable one man profitably to exercise the
spiritual care and eversizit which, aceording to the
scriptures and our ordinal,  develve -upon a bishop,
beyond a certain extent. - Blen have not changed.if
roads have. ‘Their spiritual: wants - are: the same
now, asin the days of the aposties.. The extension
of education; if, on-the one hand; it-affords advan=
{ages to the teacher of religion, onthe other, in=
creases the requisitions of ability, zeal, and  faith-
Tilness in‘even larger ‘proporiion, < Advance in’ re-
finement:is ‘more. than counterbalanced by loss. of:
simiplicity-and -docility. . .Gaigsayers:and- scoflers,’
reared in:the’ very hosom of the ' Chirch;: are’ mor
dangerous;iifinot more numerous {han' those of the
times of Paganism. .~ Worldliness and :formality in
religion insincere and-insufficient profession, make:
1 astoral: office " more “difficult:(han?
fiery love'of ‘persecution hemmeld ju'ihe” little band!
of believers, and: kept faithy hope‘and love in".con-:
Ainual ‘excreise, . Souls “cost as njuch even'now, ‘as’
i any previous age. . The same wisdom;  zeal, and
latiour must be laid out {o win -them, though in'a
different way., -+ RO

H this b2 (rue, a bishop, however rapidly he may
be enabled {o travel, however extensively to cor-
respond, must have limits-to his usclfulness, fixed by
the natore of his office. 1 have appealed to the
nature of hisoffice. I have appealed o the practice
of the early churceh for its construction of the moral
anid reliyious question—\What these limits are 2 The
answer has been elear. When all reasonable allow-
ence for altered eircumstances of sociely is made,
still the spiritual oversight of a bishop on the apos-
lolic plan, must have been far less than would be
assigned {0 one having even the eighth part of our
church in this state. :

itis idle, worse than idle, to contend that the
office is not changed by sueh an enlargement of its
duties.  In nameand style it isnot; bnt we most
justly disclaim atfention to (he name and style when
engaged in the proof of the scriptural character of
Episcopaey. Itis the thing we profess {o love
and preserve.  The thing is different in a diocese of
300 pavishes and in-oue of thirty, The bishop of
the formeris the overseer of the clergy, not of the
church,  His intercourse with the flock is indirect,
occasional, irregular, - As to time, indeed, his pe-
riodical wisits may -be 1egularly made at slated in-
tervals ; but what are they when made? Opportu-
tunities for the discharge of such duties as the or-
dinal implies 7 -~ Seasons of renewal and refreshing
to the pastor and flock, collectively andindividually,
from the stores of their spiritual father?  Occasions
of examination into old or new abuses, -heglects or
oversights, in thé affairs of the congregation or the
conduct of the people?  Eras of the commence-
ment or resuscitation of plans, originating in consul-
sultations wilh the bishop or at his suggestion 2" This
is impossible. \Were the bishop all his time in motion,
he could barely give cach parish one day in the
year: and what is'a‘day, a single day, for the ac-
complishment of these objects?

The bishop, then, of such a diocese as ours, is
constrained to confine himself, in a great measure, to
the meve routine of funclional duty.  Ordinations,
confirmations, consecrations, and such other public
services -as can he huddled inte immediate con-
nection” with' these, consume a'portion of time,
and. demand 4 degree of physicul” und. intel-
leclual energy which'lew beside our. present be-
loved diocesan would be found able and willing "to
afford,  Even he can now barely accomplish “his
triennial visitation, and mect the extraordinary de-
mands for occasional services  One less aclive and
robust must of necessily form some plan of concen-
tration, o bring logether -engagemenls now mulli-
lied “and seatlereds - The tesult would- be: the
Eﬂnglish system of visitations, in which the- clergy
ara convened at designated points, there receive the
bishop’s charge; fill up their -answers to his printed
queries, and disperse (o their distant flocks, - If this
is-not ‘saying - lo the ¢ destitute of daily'food, De-
partin‘pedee,be ye warmed and filled,” Tam'at a

i|'of ‘seriptural trutli; apostolical example,

carred. It must be the result of our present system
if carried outs  Are we prepared for it ?

I will not follow out (he system to its full deve-
lopment in a mature hierarchy, with' all its" grada-
tions of gpiritual power and office, as I have already
trespassed unpardonably on your patience. 'It may
suflice to remind you that the creation of archdea-
cons, and subdivision of dioceses into archdeaconries
was an invention of the Western Chureh, subsequent
to ‘what Bingham calls ¢ the middie-age convul-
stons,? and. growing out of the enormous limits of
the new dioceses then formed among the Gothic
~alions. ‘

I own T look with extreme anxiely upon the dis-
cussion of the question now before us.” The crisis
has artived, when we must decide between the pri-
mitive simplicity of the church in the very first
ages, and the hierarchical character which her
ministry assumed after ils contaminaling alliance
with the civil government. IHitherto the providence
of God has not imperalively called us to the choice.
There were obvious reasons why existing civil
boundaries should be assigned our dioceses. in their
first establishment.  The unparallelled development
of our church, which has gained even on the rapidly
growing population of our new country, has wholly
changed its position. Where feebleness of numbers
counterbalanced extent of teritory, the members
have donbied, quadrupled, decupled, while the sur-
face covered has heen greatly enlarged.  And this
chauge is still going on. Every ten years doubles
our clergy and our parishes in this state, While
we are debating, our situation is changing, Silence
itself is a decision, and if we do nothing, we settle
a question fraught, it may be, yes, it must be, with
spiritual advantage or injury to millions of our de-
scendants, and directly or indirectly to the whele
church of God on earth. It is of no use to temporize.
We cannot, in the slang phrase, ¢ let well enough
alone.”” - 1f the present measure of the diccese is
well enongh, will it be so next year, with one tenth
more parishes 2 I that increase  is endurable, will
the addition of another tenth in the year follow-
ing still continue so?  Buat suppose, because we
must divide, sooner or laler, we conclude to do it
now, shall it be done on what a good brother of ours
calls the centripetel principle,—as little as may be,
that is, into Lo, and only fwo?  But on this plan,
division of dioceses is to be a periodical business in
our country ; at least for a long time to come, and the
difficulties and dangers of the work tobe gone through
almost as often as a presidential election. Ten years
hience, each half of the diocese will have as many
parishes as the whole has now. They will again be
too many ; orif their greater concentration: should
prevent the evil being felt as soon, perhaps ffteen
years might be sufiered to elapse, when 360 parishes,
even if spread over no. more than 21,000 ‘square
iniles, would be found to require dividing.’ :
i, Thus should we be kept constantly in an ‘uneasy,
unsetlled state, with a wide 'door _open fo all. the
cvil passions that'can destroy. the spiritial prosperity
of ‘. religious body, and for:the sake of what? Cer~
tainly, of no.principle 2.5 Certainly, not on’the score
tu lical example, or primitive
precedent! © No: ‘but ‘for_ the  maintenance of an
imperfect anomalous form.of’ Episcopacy;, forced ou
s hitherto;: by “uncontrotlable: cirdumstances, and

W advocated o grounds of-expedieiicy, and world-

1y policy. - SR
71 have heard; with'. shame' and " sorrow, | whispers
about making bishops: too cheap ; destroying’ the
respectability and dignity of. the Episcopal office :
fetting loose a mob of bishops upon.the church; and
culting down dioceses till they cannot support men
of talents, nor command their services.  Are these
considerations to bring into the legislation of the
church of the living GOD? o weigh with men
claiming a commission to serve Jesus of Nazareth,
derived through the fishermen of Galilee, and tent-
maker of Tarsus? Whatis the respectability and
dignily of the Episcopal office, if not its divine
origin and end ; and how will these be affected by
the multiplication of bishops? Are they not all sent
of God ? all to save souls? all to preach the word,
which is quick and powerful, and sharper than any
two-edged sword 7 Itis a calumny on our commu-
nion, to presume that men fit for the Episcopate will
stand out for high wages, when called {o the service
of the church. It is 2 misconception of the nafure
of that service to suppose that talent and learning
alone are requisite, or that any amount of these will
be as fit a preparation for the Episcopacy, as an
hiumble, meck, lakorious zeal. It is unfaithfulnoss
te GOD our Saviour, to put wotldly estimation, the
opinions of the multitude, the changeful breath of
popular [avour, in counterpoise o a clear knowledge,
or even a strong presumption of his will.  As such
presumption, the Church Catholic teaches men te
regard the practice of his first followers. Oh that
we might unitein a determination to follow out thal
practice, in singleness of heart, looking to God for
the resulls ! "Truly youwss,
W, R, Wunrtiseunas.
Seminary, May 10, 1835.

DANGER OF RE-ACTION TROM EXAGGE-
RATED STATEMENTS.
From the Christiun Observer, 1838,

Alluding to the - dangers of re-action, especially
in religious conlroversy, we will -copy a manitory
passage on this subject from the ~conclusion of
Bishop Burnet’s History of ‘his own Times. The
bishop’s warning is not less applicable now than’ it
was in the year 1708, when it was written.

41 see a spirit,” he says, ““rising among us, too
like that of :the Church of Rome, of advancing the
clergy beyond their. due ' authority, to an unjust
pitch: this ratherheightens jealousias and prejudices
against us, than-advances our real authority : and it
will fortily the  designs of -profane :infidels, - whe
desire nothing more than.to see the -public. ministry
of the Church first:disgraced, and_ then-abolished.
The carrying any thing.too far does.commonly lead
men into the otherextreme : we are the dispensers of
the word and sacraments ; and the more faithful and
diligent we are-in this, the world will pay so much
the more respeet and sabmission tous: and our main-
taining an-argument for ‘more power than: we now
have, will be of no efféct, unless-the world soes that
wve make a good use of the authority that is already in
our hands : it is \With the clergy as with' princes;
their only way lo keep their ‘prerogative from being

uneasy to their subjects, and {rom being disputed, is

‘exemplary}

then all will be for’it, when they ' 1it is for them :
this will prevail more effectuali - i i all the argu-
menls of lawyers, with all the yvecedents of former
times. ‘Therefore let the clergy live and labour well,
and they will feel that as much authority will follow
that, as they will know how to manage'well.  And
to speak plainly ; Dodwell’s extravagant notions,
which have been too much drunk in by the clergy
in iy time, have weakened the power of the
Church, and soured men’s minds more against it
than all the books wrote, or altempls made against it,
could ever have done,”®” The bishop adds ;—¢ The
violences of Archbishop Laud, and his promoting
arbitrary power, ruined himself and (he Church
bothi. A return of the like practices will bring with
itthe like dreadful consequences.”

To this admonition of Bishop Burnel respecting
the danger of re~action fiom exaggerated statements,
we will'add a passage from a sermon - preached in:
1819, before the Prayer-Book and Homily Society,
by the present Bishopof Caleutta and Metropolitan
of India, whose name we cannot mention without
informing our readers that his Lordship- has just
published an admirable volume of scrinons, contain-
ing the discourses delivered by him during his
primazy visitation, and which are peculiarly valu-
able for their clear statements of Scripteral truth
and earnest and powerful applications of it to the
heatt and conscience. ‘Ihey amply confule the
sueer of a dissenting journalist, that ¢ Daniel Cal-
cutta is not Daniel Wilson.”?  Whatever of picty,
of ability, of eloquence, of faithfulness, is identified
with the Jatter name, will be found in a wider sphere
corneeled with the former.  But fo our quotation
from the discourse of 1819, in relation to the danger
of re-action fron overcharged stalements. ¢ There
is nothing,** suys Bishop Wilson, ¢ of which ['am
more deeply convinced, than that the securily of
any Protesiznt Church, and therefore of our own,
is the blessing of God an the simple and command-
ing doctrine of Christ Jesus.  To magnifly matters
which relate merely to the constitution, and as it
were the seaflolding, of the spiritual edifice; to

‘give an overcharged end elmost Popish cxposilion of

the necessarily generul and charvilable longuage of
sucramentel offices ; to assume as a matler un-
questionable the purity of the docirine preached by
the ministers of religion~from which, after all, the
majority of @ nation will chiefly judgethe tenets of
a church, and on which the conversation, edification,
and salvation of cach passing age so much, depend
—and to hold at a  distance, and refuse any inler-
course of charity with, Christians of other con-
fessions, in the greatest and most simple of causes
-—the circulation, for instance, of “the Holy Scrip-
tures throughout the world: by-a variety of societies
for- that purpose s——all" this, if any . thing of -this
kind“should. ever be.prevalent in any Protestant
cnureh, would, in ‘my judgment, go: 1o Joosen. its

foundations ; and in.a day of general inquiry rand

information, “and: among a- free..and “noble-minded
peaple, would tend eventually to degrade its charac:
ter, -and-matenially - diminish < its"-influénce  and

¢ will” bring down’ the “admonition_fo . a late
by queting apassage from the Episcopal charges:
of another-living prelate—the unweariedly dilizent,
exemplar {::much honoured : Bishop of : \Vi
emarked “in" his primary. charge' at.

chesier; who

‘Llandailin 1827 i That spell:*is {past,” by which.

the very name of “a clersyman, incommon “accep-
{ation, ~carried with :it -associations of ~'a sucred:
character, and stamped its bearer as a‘holy man, to
whem respect was paid, if not on his own acconnt,
for his veryorder's sake. . . . . Dol wishto
recall those days of almost superstitious reverence
for the priesthood, when the dominion of the clerzy
over the minds of men deserved Jess to be con-
sidered as the legitimate ascendency of high talent
and extraordinary piety, than as the offspring of a
manopoly of leaming in an age of darkness—the
despotism of c¢xclusive knowledge over ignorance
and its associate, error 2 No, my reverend brethren 3
happily for ourselves, as well asthe world in general,
whatever be the character we enjoy, it cannot be
acquired by hereditary charler, or puton at pleasure,
as belonging to the habit of our profession. Respect
must be deserved before it can be wonj and as,
generally speaking, it will be rarely long withheld
when it is fairly due, so it will seldom be long con-
ferred contrary to desert, however high the officc or
sacred the functions of him who challenges it.

THE STREAM OF LIFE,

Life bears us on like the stream ot a. mighty
river.  Qur bhoat, at first, glides swiftly down the nar-
row channel through the play ful muvimurings of the
little brook, and winding along its grassy borders.
The trees shed their blossoms over our young heads :
amd the flowers on the brinkscem to offer themselves
to our. young hands 3 we are in hope, and we grasp
cagerly at the beauties around us 3 but the stream
liurries us on, and still our hands are empty.

Our cowrse in youth and manhoed is along a
wilder and deeper flood, and amid objects more
striking and magnificent.  We are animated by
the moving picture of enjoyment and industry be-
fore us, we are excited by short-lived suecess, or
depressed and rendered miserable by some short-
lived disappointment.. Butour energy and our de-
pendence are bothin vain. The slream bears us on,
and our joys and griefs are left behind us; we may
be shipwrecked, bul we cannot anchor ; our voyage
may be hastened, but eannot- be delayed ; whether
rough or smooth, the river hastens towards its home
—the roaring of the wavesis beneath our keel, and
the land lessens {rom our eyes, the floods are lifted
up around us, and we take our ‘Jast leave of carth
and its inhabilants ; and of ourfurther voyage there
is no witness but the Infinite and the Lternal.  ~ -

And do we still take so much thought for the:

future -days, when the days which have gone by
have so  strangely “and .uniformly deceived us?

Can we still -set “onr hearts upon the creatures of"

Giod, when we find by sad experience; that the

Creator only is permanent 7 Or shall we not rather:
lay. aside every sin which does most easily beset us;

and i think’ of ourselves  henceforth as. “wayfaring

persons only, who have 1o abiding inheritance but .

in the ope of 2 belter world, and to whim even’ the

world would be 'worse than hopeless; if it were ‘nal’
-for our.Lord Jesus Christ, and theinterest which we’
have “obtained. in his' abiding . mercies ?—Bishop

‘Heber®s farcwell Sermon of Hodnets

( Cunningham’s Morning. . Thov, :his.) ‘-

the raging of the walers, hurried: to ¢ the hinder -
Fart of the ship,> where Jesus was sleeping, roused
\im from his sleep, and at once  began lo reproach
him wilh indifference {o their safety : ¢ Muster,’?
they say, ¢ carest thou not thal we perish 722 What
a picture is this of the weakness of human:nature !
While the waters of life glide smoothily on, we-are
not disposed, because not tempied, to guestion the
kindness of Providence; but let "the storm arise,
and the billows break over our heads, and we. are in
a moment betrayed into the language of -doubt "and
complaint : ¢ Lord, carest thou not forus? . Hast:
thou forgotten lo e gracious? Is thy mercy clean
gone forever 7’—Is such thy language, thou poor
disquicted servant of a compassionate Redeemer ?
Then silence thy complaints by the very conside-
rations which put to silence those of David-under ™
similar circumstances, ¢ I said this is mine infir-
mity ; but [ will remember the yearsof the right
hand of the Most High.*> Like him call to mind the
years that are past: remember the vigilant compas-
sion of the master you have endeavoured to serve :
consider the benelit of all those cross winds and ,
tides in the great voyage of human existence.—
What, under God, taught Job {o abhor himself, and
“repent in dust and ashes ?>? Adversity, - What
brought David in. contrition of soul fo the mercy
scat of God? Adversily. What humbled Ahab
and Manuasseh, the wicked city of Nineveh; and
the hanghty sovercign .of Babylon 7 Adversity.
In what circumstances did St. Paul make the lar-
gest discoveries of the all-sufficiency of the . grace
of God? Tu adversity. What was the outward
condition of St. Joln, when he was lifted up into
the world of spirits, and saw all its splendour and
glories arise before -him ™ in mysterious visions? © A
state of capiivity and exile. And in‘like manner
when the disciples were in trouble, the angry waters
were soon subJued into a state of quietnessand re-
pose.. Thesleep of the Saviour was but fur a mo-
ment, and designed only to try the faithof his fol-
lowers, They no sooner called upon him, than he
“arose and rebuked the wind, and there was a great
calm.?  And now that e has divested himself of
the infirmities of our nature, he sleeps no more:. he
that kecpeth thee neither slumbereth nor sleepeth.
Who can hear the exceeding great and precious pro~
mises of his Gospel, and not feel the tempest and
tumult of his own heart subside? Who can hear
them, and not strive to draw near this compas-
sionate Friend and Master, who is a present help in
every time of need? : S

i PARENTS,; AND TEACIHERS. 5

“The influence which men-have vpon one another,”
is a matter suited to'lead to very serious ‘reflection’
There isno man, however lowly his situation,: how:
ever small his ability, who has not this influence in
some degree.’ \We.are so formed, that we are::.co
tinually liable; more ot léss, to’be moulded and fash
ioned, for: good or evily by those who at
Perhaps ™ there: is scarcely:a day ‘passes: overiout
heads, or even an hour’s iritercourse lield  with ou
Tellow-men, during Which'we do_not: rective some
‘impression,either of a2 ; il
kind. s nniit iy !
But whiley in these shorter and accidental seasons
of intercourse, wé are liable ‘to desire  benefit be'
damage, one from another, how much more is” this':
the case'in thatlengthened and continual intercourse .

with'our relations and other friends : above all, with -
parents and teachers ! : ‘ ‘
The inquiry may be well made by every one :
How am I acted upon by the society, of which I am.
a part: particularly, by the individuals with whom
my connexion is most intimate?  And, on the other
hand : What kind of influence am I myselt ex- -
erling on those, among whom my days are spent:
especially my relatives and dependents ; and, most
especially, the members of my awn family? =
A Christian master’or mistress, is mich concerned
in this matter: and, il at all awake fo its impor-
tance, will surely ask sometimes: What is the im-
pression likely to be made upon the minds of my
servants, by my habitual condunct towards them?

they may safely follow ? or that which is too likely

their service is expired, carry away with them some
measure of Christian knowledge ; some conviclion
of the worth of theirsouls; some: sense of the im-

before? R
Parents and teachers may well feel still more their

deep responsibility, while the ‘inquiry crosses 'their

minds: Am 1 faithful to the trust reposed in 'me?2.

their guide, really of 2 salutary nature? Do .the .

under my care, receive from me, both by teaching
and example, impressions likely fo fit them for use=
fulness in this life, and for hapniness in the life to

that Tle may wash them in his precious. blood, and
form them afler His image, and fake them under

Holy Baptism? ~ Happy if, ‘
grace, they can, with a good conscience, answer-:
these questions in the affirmative: but, if they mis-.

and even -such neglect of .the power ‘given t]
adds not a little to the amount of their guilt:

But, above all, mothers are concerned in'this most:
important matter. - Much, undoubtedly, may b

ey

many ol those to whom that yelation belongs.

. n belongs,:. Still,
the mother’s post is much more résponsible.; ;

"roin

from her gentle disposition, and: from ther:soothing
altention to" ils wants, she. acquires -an;influence
which thie father cannot be expecied-to haves
walchful care’and tender ministrations; in’ lours af:
sickness, can never be  forgotten::” Ier words,” hi
looks,the very tone of ‘her’ voice—all “thesec
back to the mind, after. the lapse of many y

and engrave the remembrance of her.in- ¢haract
| never to be eflaced. R A D

‘\When the storm arose, the disciJﬂes, alarmed at °

THOUGHTS FOR HEADS OF FAMILIES,

which we have with the companions of our lives, " :

Do they see in me, from day to day, that which "

to-Tead them astray ? Wil they, when the term of - -

portance of eternal things which they had 'not -

{s my influence, over those wholook up lo -me as:’

children who, in the providence of GOD, are placed g

come ? - Am Istiiving to lead them o the Saviour ;.

His protection, {0 whom [ gave them  up, in"
through" Divine

use their influence, or forget their responsibilily,:
they will one day find that’ such misimprovement, =

v

done by fathers: far more than is attempted by too

the constant superintendence which:she’ hastover 7 .
the child during every.moment of'its - earlier days; -




