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this difguife got out of the palace: But
she next day he was found, and the mo-
march was obliged to fatisfy the quecn’s
refentment, by ordering him to be hanged
on atree, Bertholde befought the king to
take care of his family, and to let him
chufe the tree on which he was to die.
"Theé monarch freely confented, and gave
him a guard to fee that the executioner
gave him his choice: The trees of every
wood for many miles round were exami:
ned, and ‘Betholde, very wifely, objected
to all that were propofed, till the execa-
tioner and guard being weary of the fruit-
Refs fearch, fet him at liberty. At their

return, the guards found the King lament- "'

ing the lofs of afaithful and able fervant;
he rejoiced to hear that he was ftill alive,
- and having found the place of his retreat,
went . himfelf to perfuade him to return
to court; this he not only accomplifhed,
but reconciled him to the queen. He was
then made prime minifter, and under his
influence the reign of this prince was
bappy, and his people enjoyed all the fe-
licity they could reafonably defire, But
‘the particulars of thiis part of his life, fays
our author, are forever excluded from our
knowledge; fince this part of the manu-
feript has been unhappily eaten vp by the
vats';-but as the inveterate enemies of all
the ancient records of hiftory have left his
will untouched, we fhall here give it to
our readers,
o all thofe who fball Jee or r read this prefent
writing, bealth and a good appetite..

*1 Bertholde, great grandfon of Ber-
tolazo, grandfon of Bertazzo of Bertin,
,and fon of Bartolin, of the village of Ber-
tagana, knowing that we are all mortal,

and ncither more or lefs than bladders

filled with wind, whiich the leaft ‘accident .
reduces to nolhlng, and that when we are

“arrived at the age of 7o, ad 1am at this

day, it is time to think of beatinga re-*
treat, and to with a good repofe and good _
night, to our compamons For thefe
caufes, finding fome grains of good fenfe
in my bald bead, I am willing to fet my
.aﬁ‘.nrs in order, by making this my laft
‘will and teft-ment ; 3 as much for my own
~ {atisfa€tion, as for that of my friends and
relations, to whom 1 have fome obligati-
‘ons 5 for which reafon 1 have fent for
Sicur Corfollio for him to write my laft
will, as follows.

1. I leave to mafter Bertholde, my bro-
ther, the vénerable cobler of our village,
vy “fhoes, and 8d in .good money, for
having feveral times lent me his awl, to

* _putthem in order, and for having done

_mg other fervices equzlly confiderable,
lwm, To my uncle Sambuco, gardener,
1 alfo leave my old firaw hat, fOr havmg
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fometimes givea me a bunch of leeks,
fometimes fome onions, and at other
fome cloves of garlick to get me an appe.
tite.

Item, I leave to mafier Allegratto, the
king's butler, my large leathern belt and
purfe, for havmz many times filled my
rundlet with wine, and for other fcrv:ces
not lefs important, ~

Item, To master Martin, cook to the
fervants, my knife and fork, for having
fometimes regaled me with beans and
onions, food infinitely more delicate to me
than pies, tarts, ragouts, and all the other
regales and dainties which would have
foan fent me-to my grave.

Item, At my coming to court, I left my
wife Marcolfa, and my young fon Ber.
tholdin, and have never let them know
where | am, for fear they (hould follow
me hither : 1 leave Marcolfa, - my wife,
the little piece of land 1 have pofiefled,
till my fon arrives at the age of 25, after
which he fhall enjoy it on the following
terms, to wit, that if he marries, he fhatl
never unite himfelf to a perfon above his
flation ; that he fhall not be intimate
with his fuperiors 5 that he fhall. eat

when he has it, and work when he can ;.
that he fhall not take counfel of thofe:

who do not know how -to govern "thém.

felves, nor remedies of -a fick phyfician ;-
that he fhall do his duty to every body,’
be vigilant in- his affairs, not interfere. in-

thofe he does not unmderftand ; that he -

fhall defire nothing, be contented with
what he has ; that he (hall ferioufly confi-
der that there are more lambs go to the
butchers than (heep, and_more young
men diethan old. If he ‘refiefts foberly

on thefe things, and performs them, he.

cannot fail of being happy in this world
wand dying quietly, ‘

Item, Having no other. goods,: ﬁnce I"

would never accept of any thing from the
king, though he has frequently offered ahd
prefled me to receive large fums of money,
jewels, moveables, rich apparel, lands,
caftles, feigniories, fine horfes, and a thou-
fand other rich prefents; which: would
have robbed me of that repefe and tran-
quility, which, next to health, are the

moft precious- bléﬁ'mgs of : life which -

might make mie engage in 21l the imperti-
nences which | have feen : praétifed by al-
moft all thofe that poffefs them, and would
therefore have jufily- rendered me odious
to all the world ; for infolence commonly

walks by the fide of thofe, whom fortune -
“has raifed from the dufi to great employ-
ments :. In ﬂmrt, having been always wil-.
_ling'to ‘remaisi ‘poor, 1 have nothmg to.
" leave my King; bur as 1 believe he has

received fome benefit trom my advice, I

wrllf -



