“eTnE r.onn AND T vAsSAL” :
#JANKS AND THE ROVAL SOCITTY.”
"Puusy two volumes form part of n scries which
we have alrendy hadoceasion to eulogise—* Par-
“ker’s Collections:in Vopular Literature,”—which
wo are happy to see continued with unabated

" ~vigour and inereased success.

““The Lord and the Vassal” is dc\o(e(l to an
-exposition of that important “scheime of polity,
‘the Foudal System, The causes which. at first
gove rise 1o this system ure fully and explicitly
" narrated, s well as those which led toits decline
-.and ultimate fall; the principles on which it was
founded, mul the details'of its practienl working,
.nre stated and iflustrated in a most clear and con-

i cise manier;: and its efieets, for good or for evil,
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are pomtod out inmany of the snl] existing usa-
'ges and_ customs of 'society.

"The subject here m.-ulul of, is no less § mtoresl.-
ing than mumcnlmm
“the] pronunem. and distinguishing feature’ of the:

" middle ages, and, lonfr nl‘wr its nppmont extine-

tiun, its influence muy be traced in the pulmcnl
‘mmcmemu u(‘ almost every Furopean Stuter

“ 1 was llu_ gro“ lh ofnges, and the result of uumber-
less events, each of which contributed its peculiar sharo
n the produ(_timl of the joiut effects : it developed itselt
" cmmlrms where the wonarclis were pn\\crﬁll, and in’
‘others where the” mmmrc)li cere alutost |vauer)cs.
wiis born {n the amarehy, | eunsu]utnr, on the oy l‘rlllru\\,
Ty rude barbarians, of an i nrulerml empire, and heeamo
by degrees, part and pareel of the characteristics of ev-
ery nntion of Lurope : it battled at one time with kings,
at amother with ecelusinsties, at another with the peopde:
and was at length, by imperceptible degrees, subwerted
by the combined power of alls leaving behind i, hm\cv
en, eileets which remain even to the present duy,” 4

Nowhdére nre theso offects more apparent than
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in our own Provinee, nnid those who wish to ob-

tain an aequaintance with:the varjous phases of
the Feudal-System, will find no better nuthority,

.+ under llullnm luulsell tlmn this hltle (.ompllu-

.

 tion,”
The ‘sceond ol‘ :he two \mrks whose titles are

' given nbove, is conducted on n plan which unites

the charms of Biography and of Scientific Jlis-
tory. ‘Uhe ceutral portion is oceupied . by o lite
of the celebrated. Sir Joseph Banks, including
the prmupnl Tr'*nnsuclmns of the Royal Soel ¥
during his long prosidency ‘of forty -one! years;
‘whilst the previous and succcedmf- even(s in the’
“history of llmr. Society form, nsu.\\clo,nfmmc-
- work for this pm tion of the:volume, and give'n
-completeness to the \\hole.‘ The history of the:
. Royal Socicty is, in fuct, the - history of Scxcncc,
 from the middle of the; e\enlcenlh century to the
- present oy, Among its members nre recorded

nnmcs, \\hoso "'omns nud 5cmnl|h(. cnlelprhc-’
have‘made thom world-renowned—Sir - Tsuuc:
Newion, Sic Christopher Wren, Sir ITens Slonne..
Sir Joseph™ Banks, 'Sir Humphry Davy,-and
many others of lesser note,  The early ditficul-
ties of the Roynl Socioty; its threatened extine-
tion and etiergetic revival 3 its patronnge of ‘the
rising: genius of. Newton, amd publication 'of his
¢ eelebrated ]’rm('npm, at its own expense; its con-
§ tinued eourse of pmspcrny under’ Bauks and
Davy, nnd the varions’ eminent men who have:
since filled the President’s chair; and the impulse
miven by it !hloufrlmut'll] thiy period, to scien-
tific l'(‘\ull(.ll amd consequent commereinl enter-
prise: all these and kindred topic 'fu)m u narry-
tive of surpassing intevest.

The character "of Sir;Joseph Bunks will be:
best shown by the fullowing extract from e
culoguim pronounced by Buron Cuvier, before the:
Royal Acudemy.of Science at Iaris, '

“Wa may without reserve ndmire his conrage in por.-
flous enterprises - hls noble employinent of the fuvours
3 awhicl l‘urr.lmellml poured out npon him in nuppuruub
-nlt that was usefuls:the o\unp)nr) rasiuisy uuh whicl:
-he diselrged the duties” nf his honorable ‘lmiun,umdl
“the ' amenities which he mlrodueed into the persnmal in
“tercourse of the friends uf sele ¢ the generour sullol. -
tude whiel e displayed townrds tlmse whom mistortune
Bl pursued; and when we consider how highw place he-
oeeupdel In publu- esteen, anid in #piteof the detructions.
-of envy, oy well he hus been recompetised by llnt.purc
lmm\muq which always results trom the untiring
cise 0f an m,u\v: benevnloneo i we ferd 1t todhe un cnx 3
cinl duty t offer his Lhnr.u.lur w an emmplo to thnt
: ratively Lirge: ¢l of wenlth and station,
who weitr ot thelr time’in Indolenes, whieh 55 wenr.
sotnie to themselves, wnd inisehlovous to OI)IQrF—_!hII(‘:
which from their menns and positiun, wight by so ensity
and so lupplly emplm ed in prmnullm- llu.' caitse ot hu-
manity”

Such o man.as tlus was emmunll_} worthy of -
having his nume thus pl ominently connected with
the Royal Society, independently even of the
lengtliened period during which hie presided over
its operations.  1is enrly lifs was one of ndven-
turous travels, and ardunt pursuitof science, while
his viper age and declining years were spens in o
circle consisting of the mosteminent Jiterary and
seientific inen of the age, by-whom ho was regnr-
desd with an esteem und reverence, no less due to
his virtues than to his talents.
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'lm RE is something pecuhmb mlorcstm"m all
tlmt l)clongs to the lnﬁtor\, manners, churncter'
. mdwswms of the native inhabitants of Amerl-
. Tl tales which have béen'told of their per-
‘severing cnergy, their bravery-und generosity;
have won'for them mulhtudl.s of -ardent admirers
among the l?vcrs of ‘romncs 5’ and’ althegh' i
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