
BOURBON.

stood upon a pedestal of green marble, was a con
spicuous object, and every recess was filled iviti
forma of beauty cut from the Parian stone,that seen
cd " to mock with art," the gazer's eye, Charts
plans ofsieges and campaigns, and wArlike trophies
were interspersed among these gems of genius ; and
on an antique table, occupying the centre of the
apartment, among books and parchments confusedly
piled together, lay some beautiful enamels of Fran.
cis Clouet's, the brilliant badge of the order of St
Michael, with which the duke had been invested by
his sovereign, and the diamoud-hilted sword oi
France.

The brief September day was already drawing to
a close, and the red raya of the setting sun stream-
cd through the richly stained glams of a high gothic
window,upon the tessellated marble ofthe floor, and
glanced effulgently from the brilliants that encrusted
the weapon. When Bourbon entered the chamber,
his thoughts were dwelling on one pale and lovely
image,-and wounded pride and honour, and
blighted name, and lost station, were at that mo-
ment forgotten in the wild rush of agony that came
over him with the fear, that his rupture with the king
might be the mbans of severing forever the princess
from his love. But as the blinding ray thus reflected
from the jewelled sword smate his eyes, a new cur-

rent was given te his thoughts, and impatiently seiz-
ing the ensign of his oMcial dignity, he casit into a
cabinet.

" Lie there, glittering symbol of authority that is
no longer mine," he said. " Lie there, till this day's
insulta are atoned for, or I am branded with a name
which will forbid me ever more te grasp thee."

And turning away, he traversed the apartment with
a rapidity that fearfully expressed the disorder of his
agitated mind. Hour after hour passed thus, while
swelling thoughts like dark and angry waves, seem-
ed to bury in their frightful surges every gleam of
brightness and of hope that yet lingered in his sout.
Love ! Glory ! those stars of his horizon they had
set in darkness ! His recent treaties with the empe-
ror were betrayed, and though as yet he had for-
borne te compromise him loyalty, lie had lost his
sovereign'a confidence, and forfeited all claim te his
favour. What alternative was left him then, but to
become an alien and a traitor I

He shuddered at the thought; yet did not his bit-
ter wrongs justify even this step 1 Would not the
world"defend his conduct,and cast its scorn upon the
monarch who had driven him te such extremities 1
He would win glory in other lands, and France
should learn te tremble et his name. Then, as if
deprecating such a decision, rose to his view the
imploring form of the fair and tender Rende, the
bland countenance of the queen, the cherub faces of
ber royal children, to defend and support whom, he
was bound by the double ties of loyalty and blood.

Thus vacillating, distracted by contending pas-

s ions and dutiea, wore away thse evening. Ho hadt
i disregardod the mummons te aiupper,-the physical

-neceamity for focod waa fergotten in the tumuit cf a
, mul, ivhome calin and lofty tone bail rarely been so

shaken and disturbeal before. The attendants
b breught ivine and other refreahinenta, and placod

-thein on the table; of thse fermer, Bourbon aparingly
rpartook, but the grosser viandea oill remaineal un-
*toucheal.

Thse night waned fast, and bis mind mettled into
*ne fixoal purpome for the future. A persuasion, that
rthe king, meener thon drive hlm te open rebellion,

wvould in thse courseocf tbe felbcwing day, make
seme cenciliatory everturo, forced itseif upen hlm,

*andl ho cherisheal thse tbought, tibi his irritateal feel-
ings resumea degrreeocf calinnema, that murprimeil
himself. But thon, anuiety fer the princess Renée
harasseal hlm-ber deatb-like image, as ho had be-
beld it in the forest, haunted hum, andl ho awaited
enly thse dawn, te dispatch a private messenger te
Fontajubleau, wvho shoulal bring him tidinga cf her
state.-

It wmnted but cne heur cf midnight-thc mound
cf mirth had died aivay in thse banquettieg, hall, and
the mlitary tread cf tise warder alone disturbeal
the deep unbroken silence that reigneal througheut
the catle. The duke wam not yet compomeal enougis
ta meek hlm ceucis, but ho hbal ceaseal him remtlesa
wvolk, anal now mat, hlm face buried in bis folded
amm, leaning on the table, ever wbich hung a milver
lamp, the chain apperently bielal by cheruba, that,
painteal ln ene cf Raffaelle'a meat exquiaite fresccea,
foresed the contre cf the ceiling.

Presently hlm train cf thought iras disturbeal by a
low saunal lei tise cerridor-he raised bis head, and
dimtiuctly heard t wirbiper-then an approaching

tep,-it paumed at bis door, which iras leekeal on
the inside, andl tarting te bis foot, ho atocal for a

*moment, irremolute what course te purmue. A
mligbt tap cn the pasnel docided hum, and hastily
turning the koy, he unclomeal thse alor,when a meuite.
ry figure, wearing the Iceme garment and enveoping
hoal cf a menla, glideal into the apartinent, andl

tood iently befere him. The stature cf tise intru-
der wam tell, tbough the proportions cf the figure
seemeal alight ; but thse singularity cf the vimit at
that heur, anal after thse mtirring events cf the day,
momewhat startled the duke, iviso, muapicicus cf a
foc beneath tise macred garb, retreated a pace or tre,,
andl acugit le hlm girdle for the isunting keife ivhich
ho had neglecteal t0 lay amide ince him roture frein
the chame.

At thia geature, thse tranger'a diaguime wam cea4t
away, and glittering le the robes, with irbici sah.
had boen deckeal for the royal table, atocal revealed
te his estonished view, tise commanding figure cf hl&
baughty andl relentlema permecutorthe Duches D'An-
goulème. Jowelm gleamed amidat the dark braida
of ber isair, and ber befty brow "ors t'se autberity


