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THE COUSINS.

W iIen Jh> - the .Musrcuin.

Ilc the neiglbourhood of a sea-port town in the Soutl of Ire-
land, once eminent in the history of that fine, but mf'ortunate
country, thouîgh now fmous only for the silence ou its harbour,
and the rotteness of its borough, stood a modern mansion, about
half a mile frorn the sea bord. A smnall plot of ground, which
went slopinig from the front of the bouse, was separatedi fronli the
Iighway by a hedge of thorn and apple tree, 1notted strongly to-
gether by crccping tendrils of ivy, and other parasitical plants.-
Divided and partitioned into patlches of sweet flowers, and bloomn-
ing parterres, this plot, the nuirsling or female fondncss, exhibited
every wbere traces of the highest cultivation, and most delicate
taste, whilst a few old chns overshadowed the forcground, and
half concaled froi tle gaze of-te1 passers by, tc residence
and retirement of the rolict of Perci De Courçi, and ber oncly

c taugl ter.
l is not ouir intention to frl1 those shets with a detail of these

ladies. The !ate Mr. De Courgi, in his life time, held ai offl-
cial situation. At his death, his widov retired to the retreat
above described, employing her late ycars in rclieving the wants
of the simple inmates of the poor hamlets, in tie ncighbourhood
and in superiltedicng the education Of ber only child, who, at
the age of eighteen, badi the character, with al who lcnw hier,
of, being good, amiable, benevolent and acconlisled-we
would have added beatuliful, but iere beauty is nlot in the cata-
Jogce of oir recommendations.

T wo years previous te the period of which we write, De Courçi
lodge wvas visited by a young gentleman, a nephew of Mrs, De
Courçi's, whto cacae hither f-oin college, to speni the suntner
vacation, and to recruit his health, at the sea-side. Hie had noit
been long, however, an inmate in the I Lodge" uitil lie foind
the society and conversation of his cousin, the most agreeable
restorative the country possessed. The constant eijoymnen. of
lier company producced the most decided benefi t, and in, the enld,
left an impression oc his mind, too deep to be cither sj-peedily
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