
CANADIAN DRUGGIST. 151

Pharmacy in England.

The" PrnnIal * Presitdent of tho Pharmaceuti-
cal Society-The Preiminary Exanination
and Curriculum-Clarke's Blood Mixture
capsules and Adulteration-Photogtraphy
As a Chemist's Extra.

(Fron Our Ownl c!ne5pondent)

For the fourteenth year in successEon
Michael Carteigle lias lien elected iresi-
dent of the Pharmaccutical Soutcy. No
wonder, therefore, that lie is called the
" perennial " president, and that plarma-
cists begn to think that :t would be tim.
possible for the machine to progress witi.
out his guiding hand. It is frequently
asserted by those who are jealous of lis
power, and the nuinber of years in which
he has wielded it, that there is no other
body that lias permiitted this one.main
policy for such a period. Ii tis the
crtides are imistaken,. Wc have mh Eng-
land a conparison close at hand that ex.
actly fits with the Carteighean rule-I
refer to the number of years lin which art
bas been personified in this counitry
through the perennial president of the
Royal Academy-Sir Frederick Leighton.
No one is prepared to say that Sir Fred.
erick is the leading artist of the day, but
his long presidency is entirely due to the
fact that lie is a splendid figure.liead for
an august assemnbly. The coiparisoil
would hardly appear altogether favorable
to Mr. Carteighe, but the trutl remlains
that much of his success is lue to the fact
that lie is a splendid figure-had-his in-
timate friends notwithstanding. It is
true that lie lias no little statesianlslip in
guiding and directing affairs, and iore
especially in tnanaging his colleagues on
the coincil, but his record as tu legisIa.
tive and wen departmental achievenients
isabsolutely nil. Against this it iust be
set down that it is by no ineans so easy to
frane a meastre satisfactory to the trade
and palatable to parliamient. Mr. Car-
teighe is a capital financier and lias excel-
lent abilities, but he lias left undone sev-
eral things that are of urgent importance
to the welfare of pharnacy in England.

I willonly refer tottwo in particular-the
prelminaryexaminlationand the regulation
regarding a compulsory thrce years' ac-
quaintance with the dispensing of prescrip-
tions. Attention has repeatedly been
drawn to the ridiculous requireients of
Our pharmaccutical prehilmin.iry. LICEmECIn-
tary English granmar, rudiments ofarti-
metic, and a slight knowledge of Latin
aie ail the deiands we muake ulpon youths
who arc afterwards reqmErCd to obtain a
fairly sound insight into varions branches
of science. The inadequacy of the en.
trance examination is umiversally ad-
nitted, but apparently no councillor is

prepared to move for its aiendient.
The regulation respectmng the three years'
dispensing is too often honored in the
brcach ratherthan in thescrupulous observ-
ance. Here isoneofthegreatest safeguards
ofpharnacy absolutely allowed ta beconc
a dead letteriistead of being exactcl with-
out fear or favor. If the regulation coin.
pellcd cvery one to produce evidence of
this three years' curriculum by imans of

indenture to a qualEfied chenist, a good
deal wotld bu gaiied. As it is, ainy
qualified Em1an m11a) " sigli Ep " the paper
and it is accepted %n ithout reference or de
itEr. 1t is thus t hat doctor's errand boys

and grocers' cIerks, who have a siatter
ing ofpatent miedli,.ne knlonledIge,actually1
go to a IhIarm.euil tical tollege tu be
"coaclied " thirougli the iinor e.anina
tion I

Clarke's Bloud Mixture is the latest
candidate for opprobrium, accurding tu
Sciene Siftings. lit spite of its twenty
five years' existence as a proprietary miiedi
cile, weare non iifuried thiat it is nut
only iseless, but injurious. liis opiion
is foried upon the analysis uf a seven
ounce botle, the contents of which
weighed 6)ái o.s. 'lie composition is
stated to bu as follows . Potassium ixdide
1.23 parts, potasli o 15 parts, caramel 1.50
paEts, spirit of ciloroforil 2.5 parts, water
to iake too parts. Ini connection with
this analysis, I may mention that it is gen
erally believed in tle trade that at one
timue the liquid extract of sarsaparilla
formied an important ingredient in this
preparation. If the above composition
be correct, il is evident that it is not now
included, and therefore one of the princi-
pal reinedies for the complaints for whiclh
il is reconniended is now omlitted.
Readers of this letter mîay reimeiber that
a sinilar charge was iiadeagainst another
proprictary preparation, Koko for the hair,
a few iontlhs back. This variation in% the
ingredients seeils tu me one of the iuost
reprelensible features in connection with
proprietarics. A druggist, in moist civil-
ized countries, could be fii:ed if lie left out
the principal or mnost expensive inîgredient
la a pharimacopicial tincture, and rightly
so. But the public are to have no safe-
guard or guarantee that the composition
of a proprietary preparation has not hcen
arbitrarily altered by the proprietor.

" Examine your capsules " will be the
advice geneîally given aifter the paper re-
cently read before the Society of Public
Aialysts. It was thereinî stated that castor
oil was a frequent adulteration in santal
oil capsules and also another oil-uEnsa-
ponifiable, odorless, and not recogmuzable.
The latter oil was probably the neutral
water-white petroleum oil or liquid vase-
ine, which is quite ordorless,and very suir

able for suspending insoluble bodies in
capsules. For years cedar wood oil has
been a favorite adulteration for santal oil
in capsules, now castor oil appears to have
taken its place.

Journals of pharmiacy all over the world
are appreciating the position of pharna-
cists to photography, and assisting the
developrment of this addition to business
by devoting space to descriptions of
methods, new developers, and the like.
It is becoming quite a usual sight at Most
of the large seaside resorts in Eîngland
to find that several of the lcading cieEnists
have given consideable attention to the
subject, anid reserved space in tieir win.
dows for camlleras, lenses, etc. 'lie extra-
ordinary fail in prices of aIl photographic

goods dring the last few years has facli-
tated the operations of chemists in the
dircr.tion: of ilakimg lit%% trade. Lenses
wlth ris daplir.ga that aL fw e ago
cOst 50. Cari. are ont tu be h-ad at 25 .
Ini the sait - .ay guod vorking camEieras
aire obtm.ibl .iiii. .at about half the li.e iipaud
onl> aen > ears b.i'k. ThIerc Ei li e Eno tiwu
Op0 iliOls that phamI.aluE.lLdsts shouîld sCL.
thie favorable opportunity that presents il
self, or in a few moure ears the retal of
phIotogr.iiE e cet. and ai LCesurlEs
n (dl buLomiîe a tEL .'C(l .nd disttinLt
trade of its.Lf. None are m thE ousitioi tu
explaini muani ulationEa iid SugigeCst iUlproUe.
Ei.Ents tu aiiateur photoghers S% nell
as the iharaisE5 t n itl liés hEmEEic.al knkowl
edge and his trade journal. There is
nothing like a prattical autluaintance with
the subject, and .al nho propose t.akmlig iEi
tbis brantlh uf trade làouild iiquestion
ably do soic alliateur vork n Etheir owi
accouth, if only to obtain lIe praeEl
insbiglit in order ut .. pl.n tuiluI aEd
suggest uini proveiients tu theit Utumtierb.
A very fair sto.k of aIl the iLeessary al
parats for conniening a IuSIEiesS im ltis
hne can 'be obtaned for ai outlay of
about $300 ta $4oo.

London, Junt. 251.

Pharmacentleal Association- District
'No. 10.

At the call of tE. secrctary, tile fiollon
ing diuggists met Em the CouilEUI Chamt
ber m Stratford, on Juie isth, for tlicir
annual EtlulE . Messrs. .\insly & Me
Bride, of Port Dover ; llodge & Thon-
son, of aitchcll ; Gayfor, of lngersoll ,
C. E. Nasmlyth, J. 11. Na-smtythb, Biosworth,
Dutton, of Stratford ; W. A. Karn, J. C.
Karnî, Scot, Pepper, Phhlips, Guii, Vai
ton, and White, ai Woodstod:.

'l'lie president, Mr. Karnt, explaimied
object of ieting, and also the affairs of
th.• college, and aI lengtli gave a full
description of the difficulties encouEitered
in the late proposed amendients to the
l'hariacy Act.

Special worklg comiiîttees vere ali
poited to sectre new icimhers and re-
port to the secretary Mr. Bosworth, C.
E. Nasmyh, Mr. JL'reig, Mr. IHodge, for
the county of Perth ; Mr. Ansley, Mr.
Austin. and Mr. Vorke, for tile cotinty of
Norfolk . and 'Messrs. Pepper, Gayfor,
and McCalluim, for the counity of Oxford.

On motion of Mr. losworth, seconded
by Mr. Gayfor, the secretary vas in
structed to forward to Mr. W. A. McCal
lun, of Tilsonburg, the late secrctary, the
licarty vote of thanks for lis services i
connu tion with tlte association and im all
matters relating to the interests of the
druggists. 'lie animal Eneeting la bie
oi the last Thursday i Ma, and thue
place of next ncctng to lie Woodstock.
lle officers elccted for 1895 96 wvere: W.
A. Karn, Woodstock, president ; N. A.
Bosworth, Stratford,vice president , 1). A.
White, Woodstock, secretary-treasirer.


