merican Pres

Contributors & Correspondents.
NEW BRUNSWICK.

Superior Courts of the Churches—Ecclesi-
astical Interchange of Courtesies—Inter- !
esting Literary Rc-union—Contributors
to Stewart’s Quarterly,

¢ From onr men Coprospondent.

I havo been thinking why it is that
the aeveral Churche i these Provinces :
are s0 ate in holding theirannual meet-
ings us compared with the Churches in
the States and in the Upper Provinces,
There scems to be a regular gradation,
In the States the ecelesiastical assem-
blies all meet in the last half of May;
then in Canadn they meet in the first
half of June, no less than four being in
session while I am writing these words,
two in Montreal, one in Kingston, and
one in Hamilton. Down here we wait
to the end of June, the two Presbyterian
Synods, and the Wesleyan and Baptist |
Coufercnees, all gathering about the |
same time. I suppose it is the differ-
enco of climate that does it, though
there eannot be so much between the
Lower Provinces and the Upper, as we
are almost on the same lntitude. Being
on tho seaboard, our climate is more
equable than further west, we have
neither the extremo of lieat nor of cold
that our inland brethren experience. At
all events May would be quite too early
in the scason forns to uttempt meeting, |
teavelling some years would hardly be
possible there,

Speahing of ceclesinsticnl gatherings,
I see that the Lower Proviuces are re-
wesented at three of these now sitting
in the Upper Proviuces, part of wy |
knowledge perhaps has been derived
from personanl intercourse with some of
the deputies that are now mmking the !
fraternal greetings, At allevents depu- '
ties from three churches are there just
now. The Wesleyuns are represented,
the Congregationalists are represented,
and the Kirk Synod is ropresented.
The 8ynod of the Lower Provineesis not
represented, and it scems a pity that it
ig not, since it is a mmech lnrger body
than two of the three that are. The
inquiry as to why that is so is & artural
nne. For the past three years no dele-
gates have gone, so far as I remember
from that Clmrch. It cannot be said
that it is through any disinclination on
the part of the Synod to be sociul, nov is
it altogether beeause of the expense in-
volved, though the latier may have
something to do with it, There used to
bo deputations to and from the Canadn
Preshyterian Church, but they have
fallen through of late. Perhaps the
prospect of a close relationship lnd
something to do with the matter. How-
ever, & deputy was appointed last year
to the American Churehes, but Ieannot
seo that he was present at Detroit. I
understood thut the father named for
that duty passed through this eity 2
week or two before the meeting of the
Assembly at Detroif, since then I have
heard nothing of him. The Awmerican
Assembly scems disposed to keep up the
intercourse now the ice is broken. The
first named deputy appointed this year
ir the Rev. Dr. John Thomson, of New
York. who was pastor in this city for
some years about a quarter of » century

ago. He was the founderof St. David's
congregation. Not having paid a visit

here for many years, he will be all the |

count and on that of the Church which
he represents. .
There was an interesting literavy re-
union in this city on Monday c\'cuing,l
luss, in o dinner that was given, and a
presentation made to the Editor of Ste-
wart's Quarterly, the maumgement of
which he was lutely compelled to relin-
quish, The name of George Stewart, !
jun., is 0 well known one now, not only |
in the Dominien, but also in literary !
circles 1. the States, as well. Itwasan
ambitions undertakine for @ young man '
in his position to start and conduet
Quarterly, bt he suceeeded in a won-
derful way in the design. It is affirmed
that it was the only serinl entirely ori- {
ginal published in the Dominion o far. i
The Canadian Monthly, well worthy of |
support as it is, i~ not all original, there
ix n departmert in it made up of ~elee.
tions,  Mr. Stewart wethered around
him n stuff of writers that would do
honeur to any htevary journal in the
worl,,  They are amonyg the most oti- |
ginal and best informedmen to be found |
in the Dominion. T need but vefer to!
Rev, Moses Harvey, of Newfoundland, |
whoso pen graces everything he touches, |
and what hus he not touched npon at |
ona time or other; to Professar Lyall, of |
ousie College, Hulifax, whose philo-

- William Elder and Wi, P, Dole,

more welcome now, hoth on his own ze- ‘
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soplie and literary taste isofthe highest
order; to Principnd Dawson, of MceGill
College, Montreal, whose acquiremenis
in setenco it would bo impertinence to
flatter, who is known as a master in
geology and kindred sabjects: to Mr.
Spencer, whose poems and sonnets
under the wom Je plume of Enylin Allyve
huve deservedly called forth the praise
of the veteran critie, Willinm Cullen
Bryant, anud to o host of othors that I
cannot wait to mention. Many were
present on the occasion, conspicuous
among them being the President and
Vice-President of the dinner paxly,
The
speeches wado were worthy of the ocea-
ston,  The presentation consisted of a
splendid bonnd copy of the British
lissayists and some other volumes, [
have said the (ueertopls which lived for
five yeurs was o sueeess, there was but
one exception to the use of that word f
it can be considered an exception in n
ren] sense. It did not pay. It was

“condneted thronghout at a pecuniary

loss.  This combined with delicuto
health for a time and the increasing
eares of o growing business forced Mr.
Stewart, though with the utmost roluct-
ance, to give up the struggle, at least
for & time. YFrom what wns said by
some of the speakers it would seem asif
2 determined effort is to he made to re-
stuscitate the andertahing under more
favourable anspices. It would snreiy
be a much less diffieult task now thanit
was five years ago, the experience which
the editor and his co-ndjutors have had
in that time eannot all have been loat.
The ve-union owed much of its sticeess
to Mr. J. L. Stewart, of the Lelryraph,
who filled the onerons oftice of wce-
retary,
.
St. John, 13th June, 1872,

MONTREAL.

Wesleyan Temperance Meeting — Position
of the Presbyterian Church on the ques-
tion- -Pleas for Total Abstinence.

Fromt an Occasional Correspondent,

On Tuesday evening, May 11th, in
the Great St. James' Street Wesleyan
Church, was held o Inrge and enthusias-
tic meeting, the first of its kind over
convened m Canada. It was o Zrmp-
perance meeting under the direction of
the Wesleyan Conference, which devot-
cd that whole ovening of its valuablo
timo to this assembly.

The Weslevans of Canada have al-
ways tuken a well-defined and cousist-
ant position on the question of Total
Abstinence.  No one who cither uses
ns u boverage or deals in intoxicating
liquor of any kind is adinitted into their
communion,  Liquor driuking, and
liquor selling are watters of discipline.

By this meeting the Conferenco has
done honour to itself and borne clear
testimony to its sense of thevast impor-
tance of the Temperance Reformation
movement. It is reported that the
majority of the members of Conference
have agreed, as soon as possible after

their return home, to form Congrega-
tional Temperanee Socictics, which ean-

not fuil to give a wide spread and power-
ful impetus to the xood eause.  Indeed
this one large and wtluential meeting,
as was remnrked by the Venerable

| Archdeacon Bond, of 8t. George's Epis-

copal Chureh, and the vepresentative of
the Quebee Temperance League, will
cortainly have u great effect in advane-
ing the cause of Total Abstinence,”

! The same Reverend gentleman, himself

at the head of 1 most active and flonrish-
ing Temperance organization in hisown
congregation, expressed his heart-felt
desire *“that all seetions of the Church
of Christ might soon awake to a sense
of their duty in respect to this work.”
These remarks, and in fact the whole
proceedings, naturaslly led me to nsk :—

| What pesition does our Canada Pres-

byterian Church tahe on tlus question ?

I believe, from what I knew of ouwr
ministers, that by far the greater num-
number of them arve total abstainers,
and very many of themt able advocutes
of the principle of total abstinence, To
their especial honor be it said, most of
the tathers of the church, as, for exam-
plec the venerable Moderntor of the
General Assembly, and the Rev, Dr.
Taylor of this city, hasve been temper-
ance men ever since the inpuguration
of the movement in this country, nearly
forty wvears ago.  While the vatio of
of total abstinence ministers i inereus-
i, 3t is sl to know that we have still
a fu. moderate-dvinking  clergyvmnen;
but, T may tell thew in confidence, that
the people ave very impatient of what

| they believe to be their bud practice.

To attain the full confidenee of nurlthut Martin's teanslation is v fulsfied

peaple, and to ocenpy nnythme but a | one.

fulse position before the Church and the
Christinn conmmunity at lavge, onv win-
isters wmst be fotul abstuiners,  To
spesk plainly, T believo the ministry s
in advance of the Imty on this subyeet.
Not that our churelr is o drunken
chareh. By no menns,

By far tlw}

[did not tor & moment suppusc
that he wonld reply and 1 was not de-
eeived.  He jound 1t casier to hold his
peace, than to justity fns God-defs ing
conduet. At the cleetion of # wmember
of Parlinmet, he goes to the ]u-ll aad
does all inJus power toobtiun the retin
of s fivounte, often to the disgust of

Iarger number of our members rvefnse | the more mtelligent of his fellow Ro-
to have anything to de with intoxieating | manists.

liquor, but wo are still weakened by

A word or two. now, regarding the

many, I believe, conscientious men, ! heathenism of the Romsh Chureh. At
who have been trained to moderate : vespers, George and Mary Meible -

drinking from their youth, and who
still persist 1 the more than question-
able habit.

At almost every Genernl Assembly o

lenmly  conseerated  themselves to the
Holy Virgin aml st. Joseph.  In like
manuer, some Hindoos dedieate theme
selves to Vishnu and others to Siva.

resolution is adopted commending and | We read in the Book of Acts of a shup

enjoining in genera! termsithe prineiple !

and  practice of total abslinence, and
recommending ministers to bring the
subject before their respeetive eongre-
gations; hnt the action of the Church.
as « church, stops here.  Is this vight ?
Caunnot  something more be done ?
Ought we not to put forth n united, en-
crgetie, determined, (hwveh offort in
favor of Total absinence? A full
answer inv evidently 1mposiible herve.
Permit me to suggest a few points for
the consideration of the people gen-
erally, and of jministers and oftice-
hearers m particular,

1. The Bible dircetly condemns
dravkeness, and plunly  reveals the
certain  perdition awaiting o1 drunk-
ards.

2, General moderate drinking infal-
libly produces pnblic drunkeness,

8. The great prineiple of Clyistinn
cxpediencey, selt-denial for the good of
wthiers, demauds, in our day more than
ever before that Christians showld be
total abstainers,

4. As faghions *“travel downwards,”
Christian ministers and oftice-bearers,
us well as the followers of Christ in
general, are certain to have multitudes
of imitators, who cannot stop at moit.
eration, but rush headlong into  the
eacess wWhich ruins body ad soul,

&. Congregational organization of the
tempernnce element would give those
holding these principles more power
and courage. * Union is strength.”

6. Such organization would bo more
aggressive within the congregation than
separate, disunited and individual efiort
ever ean be.

7. It wonld also be more influential
outside the congregation. Make men
sober and there is a better hope of their
conversion.

8. A distivet and united cffort of the
whole chiurch against the hydra-headed
monster, strong drvink, would greatly
strengthen her hands in her conflict with
other forms of sin and in the spread of
the guspel of salvation.

9+ A Presbytsrian Temperanco Soci-
ety, with a branch in each congregation
and a membership burning with zeal
azainst this form of iniquity would not
only do mueh toincrease public morality
and advnee true religion, but would be
able to exercise a very decided and
powerful inflmence on Legislation in
regard to the whole question of the
manufacture and sale  of aleohulie
liquors, which all whe have given atten
tion to the present position of the Ten-
perence Reformation, acknowledge i,
if not the principnl, at Ieast a very im-
portant element in the final trinmph of
the movement.
CONVERSIONS FROM PROTEST-

ANTISM TO POPERY,

Fdutor Bittisi AMEricN PRESLETERIW,

B1n,—As I promised in my last ietter,
I now proceed to give a sketeh of Father
Dumas, the care of I Assomption, who,
of course, presided at the ceremony of
the reception of George and Mary
Mcikle into the Romish Chuvel,  The
writer of the avticle there referred to,
terms him * our good pastor,” and says
that everything proved how much that
ceremony  aflected him.  Well, this
~good pastor " is a noted swearer.s He
iz, ulto, a Bible-burner. To an nequauint-
wnee of mine he once boasted that he
Iind burned several copies of Martiu's
trausdation of the New Testament. |
felt it to be my duty to write to him
alout what he had done.  Idirected his
attention to the ease of Jehoinkim who
burned the roll. 1 also spoke of the
woes pronounced on those who add to
God's word and on those who tahe frmp
it, which prove that he will not suffer
those to go unpunished who Zwrn it.
These things were, niost likely, quite
new fo him, for lie is very iguorant of

tho Scriptures.

1 desired him to prove

whose sign was Castor and Pollar,  If
cither the Virgin or St. Joseph is able,
singly, to perform all the duties of a
patron saint it is quite nnnecessary for
one to have both. I they ecannot,
singly, perform the duties referred
to, Lam nfraid that, in this mstance,
union Wwill unt prove tn bhe strength
The conduct of George and Mary Merkle
is in divect opposition to the Bible,
Paul tells us that the Corinthinn con-
verts gave themselves tothe Lord before
giving themselves to the Chwreh, He
besceches the Romans to presnt theis
bodies a living sacrifice, hioly, ucesptable
to God.  The Psalmist says in the 91t
Psalm, 1 will say of the Lord, e is
my refuge and my fortress: my tiad ; m
Him will T trust.”  (Read the whote of
that Psalm). The oppesition of the
Church of Rome to the Bible i~ a very
natural thing.

It the article under consmleration, the
seapulury is called a ¢ powerful weapon
against the enemy of our salvation.”
The seapulary consists of two picces of
cloth ou which are certain  deviees.
These arefustened together by two cordx,
After they have been blessed, they are
worn around the neck, neat the body,
What better avethey whousesenpujaries
than those poor savages who think that
they  can alefend  themselves from evil
spirits by rags tied to stichs 2 We have
in the word of God & full deseription of
the armour which we must use ngainst
the Devil. (See Ephesinns VI, 14—18).
But, we do not find the slightest refer-
ence in it to the seapulary. The oppo-
sition of the Churelt of Rome to the
Bible i~ a very natural thing, The
seapulary instead of being a powerful
wenpon against Satan, is u plain mark
of subjection to him. It i~ said of
certain priest at a late clection in Ire-
land, that he had 2 badge on him wher-
over he could put one.  Well, though o
person should be as well provided with
seapularies as that priest was with lee-
tion bndges, the Devil would not be at
all sorry,

I come now to an instance of hypo-
crisy in the Church of Rowe. The
wriler of the article referred to, says that
it always pleases Cathiclies to see separ-
ated brethren come within the pale of
the Cutholic Apostolic and  Remau
Chureh.  This term that Chureh often
applies to us Protestants.  Now, I st
say that such use of it isx most abonsin-
able hypoerisy,  Mauy who call them-
gelves Protestants, but who are miser-
able specimens of such. I know would
chavacterize what I have said as * most
harsh — uncharitable - unchriting, ™ --
But T ean prove it, and I now proceed
to do so,  Multitudes of proofs eculd he
brought forward, but I rmst limit my-
self to a few.  Let us notice, first, what
the Chureh of Rome says about ler
s separated brethren.”  Peter Dens one
of her standard writers says ** The cause
of unbelievers is not to be tried
or approved BUT EXTIRPATED, unless there
may be some pridential reasons which may
imduce us to tolerate it ¢ Unbelievers
can be compelled by corporal punish-
ments to return to the Catholic faithand
the unity of the church.”  St. Thomas
says “Heritics ave justly punished with
pearit.”  Maldonatus, another stand.
ard writer, savs that Hoveties are
among the chief species of of the c¢hild-
ren of tho Devil. e teaches that
they are more worthy than thieves, yea,
than evenmurderers, to be put to death.
Aceording to him, they are the tares of
which our Lord speaks.  When there
is no danger that the wheat lbe rooted
out along with thew, they are yuickly to
e plucked—uptheyure quackly tole burndd.
He says that if Calvinists and Luther-
ans are not hereties there never ean be
a heretie.  Not long ago, Chiniquy com-
pelled the Bishops of Chicago to de-
clare in a Court of Justice that, accord-
ing to the Romish Churcli, hercties
have no right to properity, or even
life. A yerystrange way, cortinly, of
speaking ‘about separated brethren !
The conduet of the Church of Rome is
in perfoct harmony with her teaching,
in this respect.  Once every vear the

Pope curses all hiuds of hereties,  A-
mony these, our Calonists lunve the
Liotin tobe expresdly named, Aceord-
ing to the anthon the Pontifieale, svery
Bishop when he s coneeruted, swears
that he will perseente hercties to the
utost of his power, Cardinal Wise-
man ~uid to Do Conmiing that  this

clanse b not e feree where the Loman
Catholic relimion i~ not  estubilished.

He gave no proof, howover, of thisg;
but— adwmitting for the uake of argu.
ment that his statement is correct-—he
virtually ueknowledged what his Clinreh
would do there i she had  the  poner,
See how Popery treated her “sepmated
brethren’ in the duys of Bloody Mary ;
see how shie has treated them by aeans
of the Inquistion.  Because thousunds
and thonsands of *separated brethren'
had been bhutehered in the $t. Bartho-
lomew wmmssacre, Pope QGregory XIII
gavc thanks to God in the most  solemn
manner. e also amredthe event to
bo commemorated in pamtings and a
medal wineh ave still in - existence. A
strange  way certainly of treating sep-
arated brethren!  Yet, His Infallibility
Py IX, Jately Lad the impudenco to
speak to the Prince and Vrincess of
Wales in complimentary terms of the
piety of the people of Giiat Britain,
Sir George Cartier  terms protestants
“fellow-christinns,” W ought, cer-
tatnly to cherish kindly feelings toward
Papists and be on  as friendly terms
with themas we rightly ean,  But, let
us ever bless God that * their chareh has
not full sway in our land und pray that
she never may. Rewoving  the teeth
and claws of o lion will not change his
natnre.  Gavazzi  very truly says that
when Rome is without power, she is
full of “nods and becks and wreathed
smiles,” but when she has it, she tears
and devours those who differ from her,
If she had full sway we would certainly
be “separated brothwven” if we did not
submit to her.  The joints of onr bodies
would, very probably be sepurated from
one another.  Or, very probably, our
imnbs would be separated from our
bodies.  The fire wherewith the Church
of Rome in bygone days consunied alive
the bodies of the *“‘separated brethren’
was but n feeble emblets of her love to
their souls.
Yours truly,
T. FExwick
The Manse, Metis, Que.,
June 7th 1872, }

THE FISHERMAN'S SON.

A arxrneMay walking on the Leach
came aeross alittle boy sitting on the
rond all by himself, looking out on the
great ocenn.

» You like the sca, my boy ; do you
not 2"

“Yes, »ir;and Thope to follow it when
I get bigger.”

« 1t1s a hard e, besides being danger-
otis,” snid the gentleman,

+Yes, xir; but Jesus Christ went to
sea, and ho knows the dangers ; and
sometimes he preachedout of n ship. I
am sure ho loves suilors,” said the hoy.

* But that will not hinder yon from
meeting with storms, and perhaps  get-
ting shipwreeked.”

«Jesus Christ rales the winds andthe
waves.  Hestopped a storm onee.”

*He dues not uow,” said the gentle-
miatl.

« No »ir 3 but he will help us to trust
in him ; and, if we hold on to him, not-
hing enm much harm us,” said the
buy.

+* You might be drowned .”

“Yessir.”  The boy stopped.  *But,
you know, my soul would then fiy up to
God ; and it i»> all fair weather up
there.”

* Why my little man, you are quite a
preacher U said the gentleman.,

“Father aud I often talk thesethings
over,” said the little boy : **audwhen ho
is gone outfishing, ard leaves me all al-
one at home, they are company for
nme.”

* The sweet, quiet, happy face of the
httle fellow pleased we,” saidthe gentle-
man ; “and I felt that ke hadthe best of
company.”

In the dead of night, T am frequently
awahened by a little himnd stesling ont
from the cub by my side, with the
pleading cry, ** Please take my hand,
papal” Instantly the little bay's hand
is gras<ped, his fear» vanish, and seoth-
ed by the consciousuess of his father's
presence, he falls to sleep again. In
the same spirit of child-like trust, the
Christian may stretch out his band to-
ward his Heavenly Father, aud find

pence,
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