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A ROMANCE OF RUSSIA AND SIBERIA,
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CHAPTER XXV.
: Jaoa had in the mncantimo retarsed to
g Irk tsk uuder vho proteotion of Dr. Heas,
: Sho constantly reprozched herself for not
having remained in tho hut, leaving Helon
behind, and vot interceding enorgetically
enough iu behalf of Palkin.  Sho o' en told
Haas that sho thought hoought ta Favo per-
: mitted her to await the end of tb .o fearful
< scencs,  He told her, howover, £1at his first
- - duty was to watch over her mfcty and to
reserve her for her husband's vake. Sho
gnnlly offered him ber hend aud said most
. kindly to him;
] 4 You aro abways right, my dear doctor.”
Now, only Dr. could tell her how he
had reached the hut at thecritical mcment.
Yepar kus had at once carried him to Miller,
and he had not hesitated & moment when ho
heard that Viadimir's safety was endanger-
od. The countess, as well as Haes, agr-ed
¢uat the wholo had been a trap to c&tjlrtho
count, Miller called such exiles togetber
as were within immediate reach, regret-
ting-deeply that he could not ann them
yet. Then Hoas hsd handed him the
maney of the countess, and MiLer had in-
stautly banded it to Tewar-kus, with the
wonda:  *¢This time we have no weapons,
but this money will sccare us the future, for
from tx>-dsy I.shall lay aside my mask ”
When they hed all started, cight, as wo ha
scen, reached tbe hut in time.
Jans Lecame deeply anxions abeut Helen,
whosenoz-appearanco traubledhersorely Dr.
Haax also acknowiedgoed that her prolonged
abaenco made him fear some nceident.  Just
then Lina catered and annonnced that an aud
of tl}x’o governor's had come to oscost Jana
to

oepalace,
¢\What can this mean?” exclaimed Jans,
¢Can they have heard it already ¥
iThas it staphy lpessile. And even if
¢ is 2imply . ible. And erven§
thoy shouldapprzhend troubieat the palace,
thaycamot intreferawith you, countess, ax
younarchot an exile. Bt Yo very cantivas
et Juas Soteecd 2oe poscemor's palace
e or's Y
PR
govasor might have
“«xpedititns. Shoexpoctod, on
" .\‘;gfa.-'cedted with froxning
w looksand scant courtery. How great was,
: therclore, ter surptize whea the governor
received herin tbomost Iricodly manacr,
offering her a chair, and smaying:
wrec “*You will be kind enoagh to pardon me,
< _-pountess, that ¥ took tho liberty of troabling
. oti to come herd instoad of going to your
) wase, baktima is pessing, and what Ihave to
. .y~ brooks no delav.
" Thoceremony with which theso friendiy
#ools wek uttcted romovod Jana's fears.
Ren. bowed 2xa8enoe. - The governor con
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“But general,” replicd Jana, trembling T
swear my husband is innocent I

“I begin myself to believe in his inno-
cenco,” said the governor withalmost pater.
nal kindness, **for this bitter persesution
makes mo doubt tho crimo for which tho
count was condemned.”

“0Oh, genernlt”

*Very woll, countess—but just now I can
do nothing for you. Assoon as the rovisor
arrives—and thal may be to-day or to-mor-
row—my porer hore censes, Beliovo me,
leavo Irkutsk. Of coutse this is not an or
der, I give only friendly advice. You ought.
to start to-day-.

4 “’énd leavo my hustund. Thatl cannot
0.

The governor sadly shook his head.

“And yet you cannot remain with him
here. Day before yest wday tho count was
caught, being absent fre m hisassigaed placo
of residence.  Ho wzs ot once arrestod, and
will havo to endure the threc wonths’
imprisonment which follox such a crime
During this time you will not Lo eble to
see him.  Aod besides, Ishall not be ablo
to serve you in any way. I have told you
distinctly that thoy are bent upon separa-
ting you and him.”

T shall at least be near him in this
towy "

‘¢ What are you thinking of, coantess ?
They may send him 500 miles farther on,
and prohibit you oven to write tohim. Coun-
tess, listen to me ! Thearrival of thisrevisor
is a grievous insult to me, and I shzll soon
éo to Petersburg to justify myzelf before tho

mperor. Igive yon my word that T shall
then do for your hushand all that my best
cfforte may enableme todo.”

Shobowed, full of gratitude.

“«We shall be very, very gmatefal to your
excellenev.™

“Bat you must facilitate my task, and not
put impodiments in my way., When you
cameo bere, coantess, you had an unlimited

which allowed you to go where yuu

chcse.  Asuzual, you gave me this ﬁs

re, and I retum i1t now to you, after hav-

ing taken the Liberty of adding: *‘With
permission to return to St. Petersburg.” ™

Jans mepeated with ¢ docision: *“I do
nul think of Jeaving Irkatsk.”

The governor tried to master the cmotion
which he corld not quite contr~* -1 con-
tinued moro steraly :

“That is simply womanly obstinacy. I
now doclare toyou that my succcssor .may
cansider you also an exile, andmay send yon
to work in the mines, hundreds of miles
from the place to which he may order your
hushand, and I shall be powerless. For
God's make, bo prudent ! ou oaly ruin

aur husband and youself* Tn St Peters

urg you might in the meantime use your
inflacnce.”

*“Ng, your excellency,” smid Jana, offer-
ing him her hand, *I thank jyon most
heartily for all the kindacss you have shown
me, and 1 shall ever b grateful to {on 11
have Jearned to know as a noble, high-
tonod man, xxd, therejore, fully apgru:llc
tho advice you 30 kindly give at the
pobler you are, tie betler you will nader-
stand me ; I am zot & heroine, and yet X am

bla of remaining where mmy sense of duty
big: e stay.”

The governos soemod to be hardly able to
ﬁ:ématw. After a pavse, he coalina-

vl agsure you mat solemaly that my sec
coaorwill zot overlook anything. Beohicte
e, Ity ta -cnable jvu to take morsutca
which may beas frust sa the far fotare.”

** At Jenat, pormit me o reflect,” begged

%
g - 13cBoct 1 X nepeal again, I give you ao
wint{ricadlyadvice. For you: hustmad’s
o8 well ;:;w umowrad.e, osantas,
Rt folarn ab onco
3 Jou §_E 13 rolase I four

last night werp known to him, and thaz thoy
not only endangered tho ocuntevs, but
might serionsly affect Lier husband's post.
tion. Tho revisor's arrival only Inurcased
tho duuyer. The doctor nmfxt. in tho mdéan.
time, stay on tho spot and koep an eye on
the count, AT™theso nrguments, howover,
mads no impression upoa tho countess, who
insisted u‘)on remaining. Jana at last said
impaticatly < .

¢ feel I cannot help him, but ho will at
least know that I am watching near by,"”

“Even that ho caunot know, becauso ho is
not allowed to communicato with any one.”

«Then it will be enough that I know it,”
replied Jana, proudly.

Soon howuver, she hung her headand be-
gan to shed tears.

“If thoy mnke gendarrss tako mo and
carry mo to Petersburg, who will then stay
horo ? Who will watch over him?”

VYith theso words sho reached her house.
Lina was waiting for her at tho door.

“Your cxcellency, there is o man inthe
salon, an unknown muan, who insists upon
sxeing you. I do not know why, but it
accems to me I havo soen that man some.
where.  Perhaps he'll bring us news about
my son.”

Jana had not yet been able to tell the
peor womun of herson’ssad end.  Shocould
now net peatpono it any longer.

At once my dear! Afterwards come to
me, I must speak to you.”

“‘Hys y6ur excelloncy Leard anything "

. Jaona left her without an answer, only say-

ing:

§‘I.in:x. pray !

At thess words the poor old woman sank
down fainting. Dr. at once hastening
to her asxistance.

As 3000 a8 Jona entered tho stranger who
had boen waiting for her, threw back his
hood and revealed hia features.

I como te pa.{my debt '™ he exclaimed.

“Mr. Miller ! how reckless yon ars I

There nobody will recognizome, Besides,
I have friends watching over mo.  Whother
reckless or not, my coming here was neces-
sary. I have caused your misfortunca—in
rcturn I bring you the certainty of Viadi-
mir's tpoediyhbemﬁnn. Only you must at
once start for Petersburg.”

The fact that Miller and the governor
both gave her the samo advice made somo
impression upon Jana.

4Yon also advise me the samo?” she ex-
claimed, almost unconsciously.

I do not know who has suggested to you
to lcave Siberia, but ho was right. You
will from henceforth have to go to work in
Pctersburg.  Your longer remdence hiere in
Irkutsk has no purpose to scrve auy longer,
and is even dangerous.”

Miller thereupon tola Jana all tho events
of the past night and showed her how, from
this moment, she would be looked upon as
heing in open rebellion against the govern-
menl. Ifcf’ndkm was stdl alive, be told
her, he wonld of course prosecute ber at
once. Then there was the captain of tho
geadarmes, who had also scen her. Ho re-
genu:d his advico to start at once for Peters-

arg.

**For,” he continned, “I have sworn to
atono for my crime, and now Icandoat. I
have the proof in my hands of your hux
band's innocenee. I should have risked my
life to bring it to you.”

WWith theso words he drew forth the care-
{ully concoaled receipta of Schelm, written
and zigned 1 his own handwriting. and
gave it to Jana

**Upon the strength of this document,”
he gaid, *‘you can at any timo demand an
1mvestigation as roon 83 you can sco the
head of ail the gendarmes or the Cmar um-
sclf. Your cxocllency, Providenco atsel
comes to our asustance! This piece of
papes ycoscs clearly Schelm's gmlt.  Mind
the date, Oct. 3, 1829, You will casily bo
able 1o prove that at that timo there conld
be ao wnspuacy an cxsicnce.  That be
gan only three @unths latas.  Viadimie
wascalod bocaune howas the Aa of Hoarta,
Fien this name did not cxmat on that day.
Farthcrmore, I hand you this {?ﬁu sigoed
by myeclf. I awaar it by the Holy Gospels

tho.gh I harc cmaod to believe ia them,
thox who ®l oad ity sUll do bedicve—
that I «aa c:n{r‘}_o)vd by Schicdm aa agmnt
provocatont. ah o two documenta
yout cxccllency must start to-mph”

Tana's faco and a groat change
a3 Miller proceodad in his statement
“You are right,” she said ,1 mox Jtard
to-night ! I must oot be rocklem now, when

17°s 1iberty is at stake 1 thasnk you

Jor anving como o me, W-day otherwase I
aboali} acvor have agreed 5 andertake thi
Jourfary, aad who knows hat to-morrow at
-~ may be top Iate.”

*, Andnow, yous cxb:encacy. if mylm%caco
nRudatany time necesary, I will &
at your tédding, shounld itoanmm};

now, and in a short time my nams will be so
wall known that it will reach even tho Czar's
cars {”

“You frighten mo!
plans?”

“*You havo assisted us in procuring arms,
and wo shall makea good useof them! I
repeat, if you ever want me, summon me
and I ahall come { I mean, abovo all things,
to atone for my crime.”

Jana offered him her hand,

. *“Hyourlife should have to boe imperiiod
in orler to prove Viadimir's innocence, how
shallIovorbe abletoaccspt such n sacrifice 1"

Hoknelt down Leforg, ber aud kissed the
hem of hor dress,

“You know how o inspiro even criminal
with lofty feclings, couptess. I bless you !
Leavehere, Do not fear; I shall watch
over him "

Jana next callod Dr. Haas,

*Doctor,” ahe gaid to him, *I shall leavs
here to-night, following yonr advice, Will
you accompany mo or wait {or ine here t”

“When will you censo asking my opinien,
countess ? 1 do what you order mo and what
you think right or proper.”

This perfect dovotion, so unselfish and so
modest, moved Jana to tear:

“I will oboy yiu, doctor, and ask you:
‘Where do you think you can serve me bet-
ter, here cx in Peters nxgl""

“Hero X cannot do mu Mr. Miller is

ectly ablo to watch over the count

cre might bo fighting, and'ke is born for
ﬁghtini.‘ whilo T would bo uscloes in such
m” ermit me to accompany you, coun-

.ld!illcr hero walkod up to Dr. Haas and
said:
““You know my past. The countess has
just shaken hands with mo; will you also
ve the kindnoss to take my hand in yoars?”
Haxs hesitated o moment and Miller
noticed thiy, altbough it was bat a moment.
‘¢Thero is my hand {” eaid the doctor in
his usual mild voice.
Ailler was on the thresbold. Inamaufied
voicoho said, “‘Till wo mcet again,” and

disa

t samo evening Jana left Irkutak with
Dr. Hass. Lina remained behind in chargo
of the house.

4¢ I want to diein Siberia,” she said, ““and
not leave my son’sgrave. Why shounld I re-
tarn to Petersburg? 1 was not allowed ever
to sce mny son; 1 skall at lcast boablo to
vigit his grave 1”

On the third day after theso events, dur-
ngthe gloaming, When Jana's carﬁa'ﬁe was
stopping before the tollgate of a little vil-
lage, it suddenly opened to let a aleigh pazs
through that was on its way to Irkutsk.
The revisor wds just leaving the dty.
Neither Jana nor Heas conld see his face.

What aro your

CHAYTER XXVL

On the third day after Jana's dcpar-
taro, Count Palkin presented himself at the
ﬁ‘h"""( the governor general of Irkutsk.

o had come in 8 coach, and oan it diffs-
cult to moont tho staurs, His sharply
marked {catures had become atill more an-
cular in conseqnence of his sufferings ; his
eyes glowed with ferco bat subdoed ex-
citement ; his face was pale, and his whole
form bowed. Ho had 10 d screrat
days in bed, partly from the ent-
Be had received nnd partly from the offect
of his fary. Still mck snd trembling, he
slowly crept along the in tho pal-
1zcc and told thr uljutant on daty that he
wished to scc the guiemmor.on very important
business. The governor adméed him at
once.

** Your excellency,” exclaimod Palkin, as
socn as hoxtood beforo im. *¢1 havo been tho
vicim of an incrediblo ontr Count
lanin and s wifo have formed a conspir-
acy with & numbe of rebals and caught mo
ina trap. An-exile, wihem I ently
amployed as nry ‘sccretesy, hus netrothed
amr an offccr of the police &vo all in-
solved in tho samo plot.  The-wholo affar
looks liko & nising agasnst ths Cear. 1 there-
foro como to ask your exocllency to poanh
th;_ﬁnﬂty. Tho matter is this—"

o O > had so far paticnuly listened
to Palkin, who had spoken in o throatening
tonc and almost loat Kis breatd, bt when
ho begun his marmativo ho antorrupied him
ocooll;, nyuﬁj.

**1 know sll, colane), and Ihopo the enum-
inal:‘hw;ﬂ aot.I oscapo ther well-dcs‘mul
pan! ent. It scems, howevez, &8 if son
alro were somewhat to dlame—but thas will
appea: sn tho imvesugaton.  Tho killing of
Popoll 18 & crime, thoe cruelty of which 1

nETET X of. Astp tho goilt of
Count Lanm, I think must beinervor 1

** Your excellency,” eried Palkin, taming
pale waith waath, “will sarely not ahelter
tat rebel I”

The governos Jooked stemly at him.

** 1 have no iatantion to abolicr any onc.
12 1t depeaded o me, I'ahoold 1et justice bo
sdminsiered, sad tho guiliy ones -ba @~

2

" T R.r Pogot Liexitale 10 resort o extremo
\ 3, O ) Inafow montha ;5 evidence
TR il bie ¢F gread, wolgkl, YWo DBave arms,
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