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tion here lay the utmost stress, This is a vital poiat, in the
maintenance of 'which we, as a people, stand or full. In
the establishmeut of this position allow meto borrow the
light of anillustration, T

In considering some time ago that beautiful text, “All
things work together for good,” 1 found the apostle ex-
plaining in a chapter, howthe “all things” worked. He
says, “tribulation worketh patience,and patience experience

- aud experience hope,” Now, sir, it occurred to me that
these things all worked to a delightful result, after the
manner of wheels in beautiful co-operation, as in Ezekiel’s
vision. 7ribulation may be compared to the great iron
wheel, where, by the divine blessing, the gracious power
is first felt and attained. ‘Lo this great iron wheel there
is attached a smaller &razen wheel, which we may denom-
inate patience, and as the great iron wheel moves around
o, the brazen wheel begins to move, also to this we see a
bright silver wheel, which is styled experience, which moved
by the two former, commences and countinues its bright
and rapid revolation; and yet beyond all these there is a
splendid golden wheel, which is fitly styled hope, and
over this is thrown the gospel rope of excceding precious
promises, upon which, i a mian hold fast and never let go,
it will wind him up to glory. Now, sir, let us apply this
te Methodism. The great iron wheel is the system of
Itinerancy, and truly it grinds some of us most tremend-
.ously; the brazen wheel attached and kept in motion by
the former, is the local ministry, the silver wheel, the
slassIruders, the golden wheel thedoctrine and discipline
ofth- Chuich, in full aud successful operation. Now, sir,
it is evident that the entire movement depends upon keep-
‘g the great iron wheel of Itinérancy constautly and rap-

idly moving round. But to be more specific, and to muke
an application of the figure to American Methodism. Let
us carefully note the admirable & astounding movemonts
‘of this wonderful machine. You will perceive there ave
‘wheels within wheels,” First there is the .great outer
-wheel of Episcopacy, which accomslishes its entire revolu-
JAlon ence.in four.years. To thisthereare attached twen-



