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tearing it8 lateral attachments, and the tear or rent in the
mucous membrane is extended at each succeeding stool until the8kin is reached and the f urther advance of the tear is checked
only at the muco-cutaneous junction, due ta~ the toughne-Ss of
the skin.

Nature makes an attempt to heal thi.s fi.ssure when thoophincter muscle is at rest, but at cach succeeding stfl,ý thesphincter mnuscle, on stretching, tears open the wound andnature's attempts at healing are destroyed. This causes asnxarting,, burning pain at the 8tool, a feeling of hent about theanus, occasional bleeding after stool, and severe excruciatîng
pain followin.g stool, due to spasmodic contractions of thes4phincter muscle catching the ulcer in its grasp aud resultingin severe pain (likened by the patient to a "toothache"ý) lastinganywhere frorn two to twelve heurs after stool and sometimes
this pain is continuous.

The patient witb a fissure tustally gives a listory of con-.4tipation, severe straining at stool, one or two drops of bloodnoted after stool, pain starting almost iiiediately after stool,and lasting for four or five heurs, this pain being Situatedwithini the anius, and radiating froiii this point (lown the thighand upward. to tIc saero-iliac joint. then siiddcctiv disnear
only to ret.ura after the next dç5e>atio>n.

Seeepain last'ing, for front tw4-o in six lheurs after stool isOne of the characteristies and dianostic signq of fissura ani.Tis pain alter st-col ii .Qo intense and the suffcring so severeat tintes t-bat the patient is actually afraid to have a passageou account of the fearfuil pain lie anticipates. This constantpain and irritation as well as the irregular action of the bowelsand the faking of insufficient food cause thc patient to becoie
Peicite(d and debilitated and to acquire a pale, anxins and
eareworn look.

The ulervous systemn sympathizes with the local conditionand very oftcn we find irritation of the geni.to-urinary organs9.
Exarnination of the rectum by the finger or speculum is very
painful.

The tearing of the mucous membrane causcd by the forcible
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