
oJ1d MUNRO-THE SURGICAL RIGHTS OF THE PUBLIC.

friends and neighbours. A political boundary divides your people froni
my people, but in our profession there is no dividing line, for the inedical
and surgical property of one people is, or ought to be, that of the other.
The customs and the methods of education of the Canadian differ in,
minor details from those of my own countryman, but there are grievances,
sliglit wrongs, and evil tendencies that crop up equally in both our
peoples, and it is to call your attention to and tç enlist your syrpathy
in some of those that I venture to express the results of observation ex-
tending over a period of twenty years.

While listening some time ago to an interesting address bv Prof.
Miller of Munich, on the German system of insurance of the labour-
ing classes !against sickness and death, I was impressed by the fact that
the insurance was established not as a charity, but because the poor have
the riglit to be protected against the various accidents and illnesses in-
cident to our conplex modern life. At that time it occurred to me that
against unnecessary suffering, disease and death, the public, both rich and
poor, bas an equal right to be protected by means other than that of
insurance. In other words, if modern surgery can lengthen life, can
protect against malignancy, can nullify suffering better than can be' ac-
complished by other therapeutic measures, the publie has the right to
know accurately when and to what extent this is possible.

It is not assumed for an instant that protection and alleviation in the
case of many diseases cannot be obtained by means that are not surgical.
We have merely to witness the results of vaccination, serum inoculation
in diphtheria, and a host of similar remedies. 'As a matter of fact, it is
interLsting to·note that the public has practically asserted its right to be
protected against smallpox, diphtheria, malaria, yellow -fever and other
well-known diseases.

During the' extraordinary surgical advances that have been made in
the last decade our profession has been so busily engrossed in grasping
the new' developments that corne crowd.ing' one upon another that it has
rather lost sight of the poor public and its right to a share in the general
progress. We have been inclined to let the people discover for them-
selves the immense amount of time, money and suffering that can be
saved to therm, and yet we -are in the position of placing before them a
host of well-established facts on which we base our advice as regards
surgical treatnent. - More and more have surgery and medicine grown
to be scientific and accurate. . To a greater and greater extent 'can
surgeons promise definite results. .. -The changes in technique and oper-
ative principles that are constantly taking place lead steadily to better
results because they tend ever to greater simplicity.


