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sapects, it will afford another groof in favour of those princi-
ples which we expressed in our Preliminary Discourse asthe
path in which -weare to tread in the pursuit of our fabours.

. The Fizst Cauarrenis on Iyflanmation of the Synoviul
Membrane of Joints, commonly called Ilydarihirus, or Hy-
drops articuli.

_ & The avthor obzerves that this accidentis seldom met with
in children, Lut becomes less rare at the approach of the age
of puberty, and is very frequent in adults. This'is the re-
verse of what happens with respect to some othicr diseases,
to wlich the joints are liable. It may take place as a'symp-
tom of a constitutional affection, where the system is lubouriag
wader gout, rthumatism, syphilis, mercury improperly exhi-
bited, &c. &c.  Burin these cases it is not very severe; and
thopgh it cccasions a preternatural secretion of synovia, yet it

. seldom terminates in the cffusion of coagulable liymph or-the
thickening of the inflamed membrane. Sometimes it attacks
deveral joinls together or aiternately, and even the hursae
mucosz. In cdher cases, the disease is entirely local, being
the effcct of injury or of the application of celd. Xu these
cases the disease is more violent, and when confincd to-one
single joint,is sometimes followed by its total destruction.

In itsclf it is a scrious disease, but it is often confounded un-
der the alarming name of white swellinyg, with other diseases,
which are still more serious.  Its attacks may be of different
degrees of inteusity; but for the most.part; it has the form of

a chronic or slow inllammation, which, while it.impairs, does
ixot altogether destroy the functions of the joint, and which,
it not relieved in the first instance by an active aad judicious
treatment, may, likea chronic-ophthalmia, continue for weeks
oc months, and with occasional receveries-and. relapses, may
gted harass and torment the patieat during several successive

years. .

K 4 The paticat first experiencesa pain which is particularly
yeferred to oue spotyand it comes.at its height in the first

weck or ten. days. The pain. s somctimes considerable, =t
othertimes not, In the course of one or twe days the joint
swellsfroma collection of ﬁuii x; the cavity,aud after some~



